Vol. 14 No. 3 January, 1962







“CROWSNEST

Vol. 14 No. 3

THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY'S MAGAZINE

JANUARY 1962

CONTENTS

Page
RCN News Review ................cccccciovviiiiiniininnine 2
The Titanic and Halifax ................................... 6
The Navy's Heart ... e 7
Officers and Men ......................c.coc.ccovvieeinenn 9
Weddings and Births .......................................... 9
Some of the Best .............cco.cooviiviiiiiiiririiniiiriinnnn, 12
Now It's the RCNR .................ccocoivviiviininaen, 16
Afloat and Ashore .....................cccccceceiiiviiinnn, 17
Home from the Sea .............. s 20
Science and the Navy ...............c..c.cc.cccccciiiiiini. 21
Keeping Fit ...........c..ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 23
Here and There in the RCN .............................. 25
Books for the Sailor ............................... SRR 26
Retirements ............ccccccccceviiiniiiniiiiiinnn 27
The Crowsnest in 1961 ...................... e, 28

Naval Lore Corner No. 101 ........ Inside Back Cover

The Cover—This scene, showing squid anti-submarine mortar
bombs flying high above a frigate’s mast, can be taken as a salute
to the New Year or simply as a good action shot. It was taken
.during the Atlantic Command’s Fallex 61 by Ldg. Sea. James
Oakes, using a Speed Graphic camera, set at 1-200 second; F16;
K2 filter, and Superpanchro press film, type “B”. Negative has

been flopped over. (HS-67132)

LADY OF THE MONTH

The function of HMCS Cape Breton,
whose portrait appears on the opposite
page, is not only to keep herself on the
job but to see that other ships are kept
in shape to do theirs,

Based at Esquimalt, the mobile repair
ship travels afar to make sure that naval
exercises and operations are not handi-
capped by ailing warships, She has carried
out these duties for the past two years and
before that, for a period of five years, she
was both home and school for naval ap-
prentices at Halifax.

The Cape Breton was built in Vancou-
ver at the end of the Second World War
for the Royal Navy, in which she served
as the Flamborough Head, a name she re-
tained until being returned to Canada in
1953. (CN-6406)

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Directorate of Naval
Photography, quoting the negative number
of the photograph, giving the size and finish
required, and enclosing a money order for
the full amount, payable to the Receiver
General of Canada.

Sizes, finish and the National Defence

' standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. $ .10

6%2 x 8% glossy finish only .....,....... 40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish .......... .50
11 x 14 matte finish only ,............. 1.00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $1 per
year; outside of North America,
$1.50. Orders, accompanied by
cheque or money order made to
the Receiver General of Canada,
should be sent to: '

THE QUEEN’S PRINTER,
Department of Public Printing
and Stationery,
Ottawa, Ont.
Communications, other than those

relating to subscriptions, should
be addressed to:

EDITOR,

The Crowsnest,
Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, Ont.

Authorized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa.
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The bow of the aircraft carrier Bonaventure, looms over HMS Aurochs, which had o busy commission on the Halifax station before leaving

January 5 for England. (HS-67240)

THE RCN IN 1961

NTENSIVE TRAINING, particularly
I in the field of anti-submarine war-
fare, was the outstanding feature of the
Royal Canadian Navy’s program in
1961 and it was largely in pursuit of
perfection in this art that Canadian
warships spent 6,500 days at sea and
logged more than 1,200,000 nautical
miles.

In the air, naval aviators recorded a
total of more than 42,000 flying hours
and 7,100,000 miles on patrols, anti-
submarine exercises and training
flights.

These bare statistics underline the
RCN’s continued effort to maintain a
high degree of operational readiness
and thereby be fully prepared to carry
out its role in the defence of Canada
and the preservation of peace.

The year saw the commissioning of
a submarine, an increase in the person-
nel ceiling, announcements of conver-
sion programs for existing ships and the
launching of four of seven ships under
construction.

Added to the fleet was the submarine
HMCS Grilse. Commissioned at New
London, Connecticut, on May 11, with
an all-Canadian crew, the Grilse is now
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actively engaged in providing ships
and aircraft of the Maritime Command
Pacific with realistic anti-submarine
training.

The authorized personnel ceiling of
the navy was increased in September
by 1,749 for a total of 22,469. As of De-
cember 31 the strength of the regular
force was 21,151 officers, men, wrens,
cadets and apprentices. This permitted
ships to be manned to 89 percent of
their full operational complement.

The conversion program involves the
addition of the Canadian-designed
variable depth sonar and helicopter
platforms to the seven St. Laurent class
destroyer escorts based at Esquimalt.

Seven Ships Building

New ships being built are six Mac-
kenzie class destroyer escorts and a
22,000-ton tanker-supply ship, to be
known as HMCS Provider. Four of the
destroyer escorts — the Mackenzie,
Saskatchewan, Yukon and Nipigon —
were launched, and the keel of the
Provider was laid.

At the end of the year the RCN had
63 ships in commission. These consisted
of an aircraft carrier, 25 destroyer es-
corts, 18 frigates, 10 minesweepers,
three patrol craft, two escort mainte-

nance ships, one submarine, one diving
depot ship, one gate vessel and one
training yacht. Forty-two of the ships
are based at Halifax, and 21 are based
at Esquimalt.

Reviewing the RCN’s development
during the past decade, Vice-Admiral

" H. S. Rayner, Chief of the Naval Staff,

said in October, in an address to the
annual dinner of the Navy League of
Canada, that the Navy’s budget for
1961 was 19 percent greater than the
budget for 1951, yet in the same period
the Navy had grown from 20 ships to
63, while personnel strength had in-
creased from 13,500 to 20,000.

“Thus,” Admiral Rayner said, “we
have tripled the number of ships in the
fleet with a personnel increase of 50
percent and on a budget increase of
less than 20 percent. At the present
time nearly 51 percent of our person-
nel in uniform are at sea. This is a
very high sea-to-shore ratio by com-~
parison with any other navy and is
something our men can be very proud
of. It costs their families a great deal.”

Sailors Travelled Far
In more than 1,200,000 miles of
steaming, the ships, aircraft and men
of the fleet visited Antigua, Australia,



Azores, Barbados, Bermuda, Fiji,
Hawaii, Iceland, Jamaica, New Zealand,
Panama, Puerto Rico, Samoa, Sierra
Leone, Trinidad and the Virgin Islands,
and numerous ports in the TUnited
States and Canada,

The record shows HMCS Bonaventure
as the ship which travelled farthest
and spent most days at sea, The aircraft
carrier steamed 42,000 miles and was
at sea for 178 days. During this time
her aircraft made 2,644 deck landings,
The runner-up was HMCS Haida,
Halifax-based destroyer escort, which
logged 41,650 miles and spent 160 days
at sea.

Atlantic Command ships spent 4,100
days at sea and travelled 800,000 miles,
Aireraft of the command {iravelled
6,667,697 miles and spent 38,841 hours
in the air, Most of these fotals were
achieved during 14 national and NATO
fleet exercises.

Although the Atlantic Command was
reported to have conducted 14 exercises
during the year, the first of these,
Wintex '61, was in fact, a series of ex-
ercises lasting from January to March
and ranging from Halifax to Bermuda
and southern U.,S. waters. Participating
forces included the Bonaventure, de-
stroyer escorts, frigates, minesweepers,
the Cape Scott, units of the RN’s Sixth
Submarine Division and auxiliary
craft.

During February a three-day briefing
and symposium was conducted at Sac-
lant headquarters, Norfolk, Virgina, by
Rear-Admiral K. L. Dyer, Commander
Canadian Atlantic Sub-Area. Sessions
were attended by 16 flag officers and
100 staff officers from 13 NATO coun-
tries. ASW sea demonstrations were
carried out by the Bonaventure, five
destroyer escorts, the submarines Aur-
ochs and Auriga, aircraft of VS 880
and HS 50 Squadrons and Argus air-
craft of the RCAF'’s Maritime Air Com-
mand.

Every month of the year saw a major
exercise conducted in the Atlantic Com-

mand of the RCN, most of them ASW
exercises and many of them in com-
pany with ships of other nations, in-
cluding Britain, the Uniled States and
the Netherlands,

Paper exercises, under NATO spon-
sorship, gave the opportunity of study-
ing techniques in convoy and control of
merchant shipping and in alert pro-
cedures,

One exercise that was wholly di-
vorced from anti-submarine warfare
was Exercise Sea Horse in October, in
which the mobile repair ship Cape Scott
was tried out as a troop carrier, con-
veying 350 troops of the First Regi~
ment, Royal Canadian Horse Artillery
together with 38 vehicles, from Halifax
to Saint John, New Brunswick.

Mace for Dartmouth

Another noteworthy event during
October wag the presentation by Rear-
Admiral Dyer of a mace to the City of
Dartmouth in recognition of the close

association between that city and the
Navy, particularly since the outbreak of
the Second World War.

The major exercises were in addition
to exercises by individual squadrons
throughout the year.

The final major exercises, Fallex ’61
like the first of the year, was in more
than one phase. The first part was con-
ducted off Cape Breton Island, using
Sydney as the base of operations and
the second, during November, used
Charleston, South Carolina, as the base.

There were 60 visits to the command
from British, American, Dutch, New
Zealand and French naval vessels.

Pacific Command ships put in a total
of 2,295 days at sea and travelled 397,-
137 miles, Naval aircraft of the com-
mand flew 249,460 miles and logged
1,906 hours in the air.

The operational year in the Pacific
Command began with the departure on
January 9 of three frigates of the

Fourth Escort Squadron, the Sussex-
vale, Beacon Hill, and New Glasgow,
on a three-and-a-half month training
cruise to New Zealand and Australia,
with senior officer cadets from HMCS
Venture embarked.

That same month the Siettler was
presented with the Anti-Submarine
Proficiency trophy, competed for by
frigates of the Pacific Command.

Saskatchewan Launched

On February 1, the destroyer escort
Saskatchewan was launched at the Vic-
toria Machinery Depot shipyard, with
Mrs. H. S. Rayner, wife of the Chief
of the Naval Staff, as sponsor.

Early February also saw a week-long
anti-submarine exercise in the Strait of
Juan de Fuca in which the Assiniboine,
St. Laurent, Margaree, Ottawa Sague-
nay, Skeena and Jonquiere participated
with USS, Salmon, one of the world’s
largest conventional submarines, the
target.

On March 2 the Otfawa, Saguenay
and St. Laurent left Esquimalt for anti-
submarine exercises with units of the
USN in the Pearl Harbour area. They
returned home on April 4,

April 4 was a busy day, with three
destroyer escorts returning from Hawaii
and three others, the Assiniboine, Mar-
garee and Skeena, departing, with the
fleet maintenance vessel Cape Breton,
for exercises in the San Diego area.

Ships of the Second Canadian Mine-
sweeping Squadron, the Fortune, James
Bay, Cowichan and Miramichi, which
had conducted three extensive exercises
in local waters earlier in the year, left
Esquimalt for exercises with the USN
off Long Beach, California, They re-
turned in mid-June, after faking part
in the Portland, Oregon, Rose Festival.

Five destroyer escorts, two frigates
and aircraft from VU-33, Patricia Bay,
held a week-long exercise with the U.S.
submarine Volador in late May.
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Silver Drums

On June 16 an estimated 10,000
people assembled in Beacon Hill Park,
Victoria, to witness the presentation of
nine silver drums to the Pacific Com-
mand of the RCN by the Province of
British Columbia, the City of Victoria,
the municipalities of Oak Bay and
Saanich, and the township of Esquimalt.

Three days later the Assiniboine,
Margaree and Skeena sailed on a coastal
training cruise, with His Honour G. R.
Pearkes, VC, Lieutenant Governor of
B.C.,, embarked in the Assiniboine for
visits to a number of Indian villages on
Vancouver Island and the mainland.

Frigates of the Pacific Command be-
gan in June a series of training cruises
for ROTP officer cadets.

A particularly memorable day in July
was the 14th when HMCS Grilse,
arrived at Esquimalt at the end of her
long journey from New London, Con-
necticut. During the days that followed,
she was on display to press and public
and, on July 29, Hon. Douglas S.
Harkness, Minister of National Defence,
was taken on a diving run on board her,

August was a month of cruises and
ceremonies, climaxed at the month’s end
by participation in the Pacific National
Exhibition at Vancouver. The Royal
Navy anti-submarine frigate London-

derry called at Esquimalt, visited Van-
couver and exercised with RCN ships.

Commodore J. A. Charles assumed on
August 23 the appointments of Commo-
dore RCN Barracks, Esquimalt, com-
manding officer of HMCS Naden and
commanding officer of RCN Depot,
Esquimalt. He succeeded Commodore H.
V. W. Groos.

The annual Pacific Command Navy
Day was held on September 9 and at-
tracted some 5,500 visitors.

The annual fleet regatta was held in
Mayne Bay on the west coast of Van-
couver Island on September 23-24 and
was followed by participation by 16
ships of the command in a national
anti-submarine and convoy escort exer-
cise in B.C. coastal waters.

On October 2, Exercise Seashell com-~
menced. It involved almost all ships of
the command, including the Grilse. This
also involved U.S. ships and was inter-
national in scope.

New Band Training

November 1 marked a new departure
in the training of military bandsmen.
On that date bandsmen recruits for all
three Armed Forces began training at
the RCN School of Music at Naden.

The closing months of the year saw
the installation of variable depth sonar

in the St. Laurent, as the first step in
the proposed equipment of all ships of
her class with helicopter platforms and
VDS.

The Great Lakes Training Centre was
in operation at Hamilton, from May 20
to September 1 and trained more than
700 RCNR personnel. The training
centre is operated by the Commanding
Officer Naval Divisions, with head-~
quarters at Hamilton, who is respon-
sible for the administration and
training of 21 naval divisions across
Canada. Sea training on the Great
Lakes was provided by HMC Ships
Buckingham and Lauzon (frigates of
the Atlantic Command) and HMCS
Scatari, a supply vessel commissioned
for this purpose.

Two naval reserve air squadrons, at
Toronto and Victoria, flew a total of
199,272 miles and logged 1,660 hours in
the air.

On numerous occasions the Navy as-
sisted ‘civilian authorities in rescue
work, forest-fire fighting and other
emergency services.

Under terms of Mutual Aid to NATO
countries, the Netherlands took delivery
in September of the final seven of 17
CS2F-1 Tracker anti-submarine aircraft.
These aircraft, valued at $25,500,000,
are now being operated by the Royal
Netherlands Navy.

-

Frigates Visit
Nigerian Capital

Two frigates of the Seventh Canadian
Escort Squadron arrived at Lagos, Ni-
geria, January 16 for a four-day visit

HMC Ships Fort Erie and New
Waterford were at Lagos to take part
in opening ceremonies of the Canadian
Trade Fair, sponsored by the Depart-
ment of Trade and Commerce.

The ships, under the command of
Cdr. L. B. Jensen, who also commands
the Fort Erie, sailed from Halifax Jan-
uary 1 and arrived at Freetown, Sierra
Leone, for a fuelling stop on January
12. The New Waterford is commanded
by Lt.-Cdr. John Wilkes.

Following their stay at Lagos, the two
frigates were to visit other West
African ports.

Ships Exercise
With U.S. Fleet

Three destroyer escoris of the Royal
Canadian Navy’s Pacific Command
have completed a series of anti-sub-
marine warfare exercises with wunits
of the United States First Fleet off the
Hawaiian Islands.
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The Assiniboine, Margaree and
Ottawa left the exercise area south of
Hawalii, in mid January and proceeded
toward Japan by way of Midway. The
destroyer escorts, a division of the
Second Canadian Escort Squadron,
based at Esquimalt, are on a three-and-
a-half-month cruise to Asiatic waters.
They are due back at their home port
in April.

During the joint USN-RCN exercises,
the Canadian ships gave a good account
of themselves, HMCS Assiniboine being
the first to “kill” a submarine, one of
three American subs taking part in
the exercises. The following morning
the Canadian ships carried out anti-
aircraft gunnery practice against a
drogue towed by a jet fighter aircraft
from Hawaii. The gunnery was good
with hits being scored by all three ships
and the target shot into the sea.

The joint exercises involved the
American anti-submarine aircraft car-
rier USS Bennington, close to 30 USN
destroyers of various types, and a
number of submarines, both nuclear
and conventional.

The ships of both countries gained
much experience from the exercises

which were made as realistic as pos-~
sible.

As the Canadian ships left the exer-
cise area to continue their cruise toward
Japan, a message was received by the
Canadian squadron commander, Captain
Victor Browne, of Victoria and Ottawa,
from Vice-Admiral J. S. Thatch, Com-
mander of the Anti-Submarine Warfare
Force Pacific. He said, “The anti-sub-
marine warfare arm of the United
States Pacific fleet is always delighted
to have an opportunity to exercise with
their Canadian teammates”. The Far
Eastern cruise, will include a Common-
wealth fleet exercise centred on Ceylon.

Observing the first phase of the joint
Canadian-American exercise was Rear
Admiral E. W. Finch-Noyes, Flag Offi-~
cer Pacific Coast, who was on board
the Assiniboine. The Second Canadian
Escort Squadron is under the command
of Captain Victor Browne.

Crescent to Show
New Sonar Gear
HMCS Crescent is scheduled to sail

from Halifax in February for a series
of visits to ports in Northern Ireland,



Britain and the continent where she
will carry out evaluation {rials of
variable depth sonar,

The destroyer escort, commanded by
Cdr, P, H. Cayley, will visit London~
derry, Portland, Gibraltar and Am-
sterdam, She will return to Halifax in
April,

The Crescent has been conducting
VDS trials for the past year in the
RCN’s Atlantic Command, VDS, the
result of more than ten years’ research
and development by Defence Research
Board scientists of the Naval Research
Establishment, Halifax, and specialist
officers of the RCN, enables warships
to lower sonar gear through the ocean’s
thermal layers, thereby greatly reduc-
ing submarines’ ability to escape de-
tection in or below these layers.

Ships, Aircraft
Begin Exercises

Annual winter exercises for ships and
aireraft of the Royal Canadian Navy's
Atlantic Command began in mid-
January.

The mobile repair ship Cape Scott,
the destroyer escorts Athabaskan and
Iroquois and ships of the First Mine-
sweeping Squadron sailed from Halifax
January 17 for fleet exercises in the
Bermuda area.

Other units of the fleet, including the
aircraft carrier Bonaveniure and de-
stroyer escorts and frigates of the First
and Seventh Escort Squadrons, were
scheduled to sail from Halifax Janu-
ary 22.

In all, 18 ships (including the subma-
rine Astute) and two sguadrons of
naval aircraft, are participating in the
exercises, conducted by Commodore M.
G. Stirling, Senior Canadian Officer
Afloat (Atlantic).

Units of the fleet will visit San Juan,
Puerto Rico, Charlotte Amalie in the
Virgin Islands and East Coast United
States ports before returning to Hali-
fax in mid-March.

Aurochs Ends
Halifax Duty

After 18 months of service with the
Sixth Submarine Division at Halifax,
the Royal Navy submarine Awurochs
sailed for England in early January.

After her arrival in July 1960 the
Aurochs steamed about 40,000 miles
and spent 325 days at sea, carrying out
exercises with ships and aircraft of the
Royal Canadian Navy, aircraft of the
RCAF’s Air Command and units of
various NATO navies.

The Aurochs, under the command of
Lt.-Cdr. O. B. Sharp, RN, was given a

Lales

The nerve centre of Canada’s fighting ships today has shifted, through technological advances,
from the bridge of warships to enclosed operations centres a deck below where action information
of all kinds is rapidly plotted, for combat purposes. This is a portion of the operations rcom of
HMCS Kootenay. Left fo right at & plotting table are PO John Sweeney, AB Edward Jones and Lt
John R. Barlow, all of whom form part of the ship’s operations team, (HS-67123)

musical send-off by the band of HMCS
Stadacona and by Sgt. J. L. Mac-
Laughlin, RCAF, on the staff of the
Maritime Commander Atlantic, who
piped the submarine out of harbour
from the breakwater at the Royal Nova
Scotia Yacht Squadron,

Another Royal Navy submarine was
scheduled to arrive in Halifax later in
the month to join HMS Astute of the
Sixth Submarine Division. The Astute
arrived last August for an 18-month
commission,

Visiting Sailors
Spend $200,000

Sailors of foreign warships calling at
Halifax in 1961 spent upwards of
$200,000 while ashore, according to
careful estimates.

More than 11,300 of them came in
52 ships from six nations. Eighty per-
cent of the visitors were Americans
who left about $156,000 in seaport tills.

Next largest force was from the Royal
Netherlands Navy, 1,500 coming in
September in the aircraft carrier Karel
Doorman, two destroyers and a frigate.
They spent at least $31,000.

Germans spent about $2,400 and war-
ships, from the Royal Navy, Royal
New Zealand Navy and France added
about $4,000 to the total.

The international situation was re-
sponsible for a lesser influx of visitors
than in other recent years or the spend-
ing might have been even greater.

Restigouche Wins
Lighting Contest

The destroyer escort Restigouche cap-
tured first place in the annual RCN
Christmas lighting contest in Halifax.

The Restigouche, commanded by Cdr.
W. W. MacColl, thus took the honours
won last year by the destroyer escort
Kootenay. Honorable mention went to
the patrol vessel Loon, under CPO -
Trevor Lovekin,

Sponsor of the contest is the Halifax
Junior Chamber of Commerce.

Savings Bond
Campaign Success

The 1961 Canada Savings Bonds
campaign within the Royal Canadian
Navy was a resounding success.

“The campaign has been most suc-
cessful”, Vice-Admiral H. S. Rayner,
Chief of the Naval Staff, said in a
message to the fleet. “The quota has
been exceeded and RCN sales are the
highest in the history of Canada Sav-
ings Bonds campaigns. Well done.”

Total sales amounted to $3,990,350,
which was 104.1 percent of the quota.
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~ The Titanic and Halifax

HE TENSIONS and emotions and

tragedies of the great explosion of
1917 and two world wars may have
tended to obscure the impact that an-
other great tragedy had on Halifax.

On April 14, 1912, the White Star line
’I':i_tanic was moving at full speed across
the North Atlantic when, at half an
hour to midnight, she struck an iceberg.
Two and a half hours later she plunged
beneath the ocean and 1,513 men, women
and children died.

The nearest port was Halifax and it
was here that the dead of the Titanic
were borne. The dead from the sea have
been brought ashore in Halifax for many
scores of years, but never in this
number. )

Then a boy, working in the Royal
Naval College of Canada, Frank Hall,
of Victoria, recently recalled the scene
that accompanied the arrival of the
bodies from the Titanic. This is his
story:

NKNOWN to a great number of
U people today, the Royal Canadian
Navy had a small part in the events con-
nected with the greatest peace-time dis-
aster in marine history, the sinking of
the HMS Titanic, 50 years ago, the
night of April 14-15, 1912,

The great ship, at that time the
largest in the world, about 60,000 gross
tons and reported to be unsinkable, was
on her maiden voyage from Southamp-
ton to New York.

During the night she struck an ice-
berg a glancing blow below the water-
line that tore open her starboard side
and in a very short time sank, taking
with her to their deaths 1,513 passengers
and crew.

One not acquainted with the circum-
stances and the events that followed
immediately the ship’s cry for help went
out over the wireless, will wonder what
part the Royal Canadian Navy had in
them. :

At the time of the disaster I was on
the staff of the Royal Naval College of
Canada, Halifax, and, when news of the
collision between the ship and the ’berg
was received, I ran up fo the top floor
of the College to the “wireless office”,
the Chief WTO having invited me to
come any time and watch him operate
the set. This time, full of excitement
(I was 15 years of age), I fairly flew
up ‘the stairway. The Chief was busy
at the set, sending and receiving 'so,
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sitting on a spare stool,
patiently for news.

The news was not good. Later during
the 'morning the wusual waterfront
rumours began to circulate and one in
particular raised everyone’s hopes. It
was this: The great ship Titanic has
collided in the North Atlantic with an
iceberg, is badly damaged but able to
proceed, and is making for Halifax
under her own steam. People began to
ask one another and I heard them per-
sonally around the College, “Where will
the ship dock? Can she tie up at No. 2
wharf?” No. 2 wharf was one of the
commercial wharves for ocean liners at
Halifax. “Is there depth enough along-
side No. 2 wharf?”

Sad to say, these were empty rumours
and hopes. The great ship had gone
down.

Following the disaster, the rescue
ships picked up the survivors and other
ships searched for bodies of the victims.
One ship, the cableship Mackay Bennett,
owned, I believe, by the International
Telegraph Cable Co., was reported on
her way to Halifax with several hun-
dred bodies. The report being verified,
permission was granted by, I presume,
Captain Martin of the Naval Dockyard
for the ship to dock at Jetty No. 4.

When the ship arrived and was finally
moored to the famous old jetly, I was
able to have a clear view of what trans-
pired from the windows of the chemical
laboratory of the College. Every avail-
able horse-drawn hearse and other
vehicle was pressed into service to carry
the bodies, as they were unloaded, to the
local Armouries. A steady stream moved

I waited

away from the jetty out through the
Dockyard gates, for the better part of
the day.

It was one of the saddest sights I
have ever witnessed. I have often
wondered why the ship docked at the
naval jetty, instead of at one of the
commercial wharves on Water Street—
perhaps in order to avoid the crowd of
curious bystanders that might have
gathered and hindered the work.

The bodies were laid out at the
Armouries for identification and burial.
Those that were not identified are buried
at St. John’s Cemetery, Fairview, Hali-
fax, and each grave has a stone marker
with a number at the head. I believe
this is correct, as I have not visited
Halifax since 1919.

This is but one episode, and a sad one,
in the history of the famous old jetty.
During my. service at the College, I
have seen many warships tie up and
coal ship—the cruiser Cornwall, after
towing the Canadian cruiser Niobe back
from the Bay of Fundy, where she had
run aground—ships of the old 4th
Cruiser Squadron, the cruiser Good Hope
before sailing for her rendezvous with
destiny at Coronel, November 1914—the
battleship Canopus, which was unable
to reach Coronel in order to render help
to the Good Hope and Monmouth—the
cruiser Sydney, after her victory over
the Emden in the Indian Ocean—the
cruiser Cumberland on board which,
serving as a cadet, was our late beloved
King, George VI,

The outcome of the great disaster of
the Titanic was the formation of the Ice
Patrol, International, and the first two
ships detailed for this job were the
two four-funnelled light scout cruisers
of the United States Navy, the USS
Birmingham and the USS Chester. These
two sleek-looking ships made many
visits to Halifax in the course of their
patrols, and their commanding officers
would land at Jeity Four and, some-
times, if the jetty was occupied, would
step ashore at Jetty Five when making
their official calls to the Dockyard. The
two ships were later relieved by the
USS Seneca and another one.

There may be others still living who
were employed in the dockyard at Hall-
fax during this time, who will no doubt
remember these incidents in the history
of the famous old coaling jetty.



‘The Navy’s Heart

AST YEAR was a noteworthy one
L in the Royal Canadian Navy for
the number and variety of humanitar-
ian and public services performed.

Responsible for many of these were
naval divers and helicopter pilots. RCN
warships and aireraft responded to
calls for assistance to those in distress
at sea, a number of lives were saved
in swimming and other accidents
thousands of dollars were confributed
to Red TFeather and other charitable
organizations, and thousands of pints of
blood were donated to Red Cross Blood
Banks across Canada and in foreign
ports.

From Halifax to Victoria to Hawaii,
naval personnel ook part in individual
rescues of many kinds.

At Halifax, a 16-year-old boy is alive
and well thanks to quick action by
Cdr. R. H. Leir, now commanding offi-
cer of HMCS Skeena., Cdr. Leir, while
working in his garden, heard cries for
help from the nearby Northwest Arm,
dashed to the water’s edge and removed
only his jacket before plunging in,
Assisted by the boy’s companion, Cdr.
Leir brought the boy ashore and applied
artificial respiration.

In Hawaii, AB John F. Armstrong,
then serving in the St. Laurent, saved a
shipmate from drowning when he dived,
fully clothed, to a depth of 20 feet to
bring up the victim, who had struck his
head on the bottom of a boat.

In Ottawa, two young women and a
man were rescued from the brink of
the Deschesnes rapids on the Ottawa
River by Cdr. C. A. Law, now in com-
mand of the Siouxr, He was assisted by
Captain Frank Harley., Cdr. Law saw
the trio waving from the water trying
to push their catamaran towards shore
after its rudder had broken. Cdr. Law
was under sail in strong winds on Lake
Deschesnes so he continued into har-
bour, dropped his sails, took aboard
‘Captain Harley and went to the rescue
under auxiliary power.

Also in Ottawa, a smoothly working
trio from HMCS Carleton saved a 17-
year-old skater = who had broken
through the ice of Dow’s Lake. A duty
commissionaire noticed the lad being
dragged under water by his soaked
parka and alerted Cdr. J. M. Robert-
son, Carleton’s executive officer. Cdr.
Robertson ran to assist, calling at the
same time to Sub-Lt. John Kelly to
bring a line, Without hesitation Sub-Lt.
Kelly brought one and between them
the youth was saved.

.- -
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The New Year was only a few days old when the RCN once again responded to a call for
help. The freighter Suerte was hard aground off Halifax harbour and the weather was deterio-
rating fast. Here a Navy helicopter hovers over the ship during the evacuation of the 28 members

of the crew. (DNS-28393)
NN

On Lake Ontario, near HMCS Patriof,
Hamilton, a sudden squall dumped 80
people into the water from 32 of 46
sailing boats taking part in a Royal
Hamilton Yacht Club regatta. Cruising
as safety craft with the boats was the
RCN tug Yeowille, under Cdr. G. H.
Davidson, of Patriof, and guests on
board included Magistrate Robert
Morrison. With visibility reduced to a
few feet, the magistrate took up the
position of bow lookout. The Yeoville
moved slowly among the capsized boats,

and picked up 12 survivors while co-
ordinating the rescue efforts of three
Harbour Police launches, the Harbour
Commission tug Theo. McCoomb, power
launches from the RHYC, a whaler
manned by naval reservists and several
private boats.

HMCS Lauzon, during her summer
training cruise on the Great Lakes, as-
sisted three women and two children,
lost in a boat and out of fuel, by tow-
ing them to Cleveland, Ohio.
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Back in Halifax, 18-year old Ord.
Sea. Glen Allan Pert swam 250 yards
to aid a girl stricken with cramps in
Halifax Harbour. He spoke soothingly
to her to prevent panic and then towed
her for 25 yards to safety ashore.

In Lunenburg, naval firemen and
naval personnel assisted during a fire
which levelled a large apartment build-
ing, leaving eight families, of which
three were Navy families, homeless. Six
hundred dollars were later raised at
HMCS Shelburne for the naval fire vic-
tims to help them set up housekeeping
again.

Still in the Nova Scotia area, a gal-
lant rescue effort by three other naval
personnel ended in tragedy. CPO
Joseph Lay, CPO Roger Belanger and
PO Rill Thompson, on a duck hunting
trip to Western Head, heard cries from
near an overturned boat. The trio ran
for more than a mile to a boat and
dragged it overland to launch it. Then,
because of snow, wind and choppy
water it took an hour and a half to
pull the man ashore. He died on the
way to hospital at Shelburne, 19 miles
away.

A young sea cadet, William Ferguson,
of Cornwall, Ont., became the first sea
cadet to be awarded the Tri-Service
Award for Bravery when Rear-Admiral
P. D. Budge, Chief of Naval Personnel,
made the presentation recently. Sea
Cadet Ferguson rescued two youngsters,
aged eight and 10, from the Cornwall
Canal. He had been fully dressed in
uniform.

At Garneau Beach, Quebec City, PO
F. G. Hasler, of HMCS Sioux, rescued
a man from drowning, bringing him up
from a depth of 10 to 15 feet.

Helicopters figured largely in rescues
and other events, since they are a
natural for such work.

Helicopters from HS-50 and HU-21
flew 230 hours on the fire lines during
the serious outbreak of forest fires in
Newfoundland, transporting men and
equipment.

A helicopter picked up two duck
hunters off Inner Baltee Island, N.S., in
January, two machines stood by the MV
Carson when she was fast in ice in
March, five crew members were air-
lifted from the fishing vessel Ocean
Wave in trouble at sea in April and,
in early May, three persons whose air-
craft had crashed in the Timberley area
of Nova Scotia were found and air-
lifted to Halifax.

On June 13 a helicopter made a
search of Bedford Basin for two miss-
ing fishermen and the following day
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the Pearl’s Island lighthouse keeper

‘was brought to Halifax for hospitaliza-

tion. There was no rest on the 16th
when a doctor was flown to Bear Lake,
N.S.,, and the pilot of a crashed Cub
was brought out. Next day a coroner,
RCMP, and two mnaval divers were
flown to Bear Lake and on the 19th
two divers were taken to the lake to
search for the aircraft.

In October, four crew members of
the naval auxiliary vessel Whitethroat
attempted to rescue a shipwrecked fish-
erman from a beach on the west coast
of Vancouver Island and were unable
to return to their ship because of the
heavy seas. A helicopter from the mo-
bile repair ship Cape Breton, operating
20 miles away, shuttled the men to the
Cape Breton in two trips. The fisher-
man, who was suffering from the effects
of exposure, was flown to Port Hardy
and the men from the Whitethroat were
transferred to their own ship when she
came alongside in the evening.

Ships, meanwhile, were figuring in
several rescues. The Bonaventure picked
up an injured seaman from the USS
Calcaterg in January 1961 and the
Sioux towed the fishing vessel Marjorie
and Dorothy from Sable Island to Hali-
fax that month. In February, ships and
aircraft were involved in an extensive
search for missing fishing boats, and
the FV Musquara was towed to Hali-
fax by the RCN tug Sdint Charles
while the Kootenay stood by.

In July, the Columbia was in a search
for a U.S. yacht, the Delpha, joined the
following day by Shearwater aircraft.
On July 17, the Terra Nova rescued the
six-man crew of the burning FV
FLB101, and on November 1 the tug
Saint John ‘took the fishing vessel

Life .Saving Award

Breen F. Driscoll, former petty officer
and now a civilian employee of the Bed-
ford Magazine, has been awarded a
Meritorious Certificate in ILife Saving
by the St. John Ambulance,

As a volunteer Brigade member on
first aid duty at a Canadian Legion
picnic at White’s Lake last summer, he
saved the lives of Edward Trider, 36,
and his son Gordon. They were thrown
into the water from an upset boat 100
feet from shore.

Driscoll plunged in to rescue the non-
swimmers., He saved the son, went back
for the father who was by this time
submerged. He found him, pulled him
ashore and applied artificial respiration
for 10 minutess before Trider was re-
vived. ’

Walter G. Sweeney in tow affer she
sprang leaks off Cape Breton Island.
Crew members were taken off and put
ashore at Sydney, N.S.,, when she
finally began to sink.

In December, the frigate Outremont
took the disabled German freighter
Senator Hagelstein in tow, later turned
her over to the tug Saint John who
took her into Halifax. A month later
the first rescue of 1962 was effected
when two RCN and one RCAF helicop-
ters removed the crew members of the
grounded 7,238-ton freighter Suerte.
HMCS Loon had been first on the scene
but was unable to close because of high
seas.

Throughout the year many ships and
establishments, as well as departments
and individuals, continued their sup-
port of children the world over under
the Foster Parent’s Plan.

Blood clinics held in naval ships and
establishments yielded thousands of
pints of blood for Red Cross blood
banks on both coasts and at naval di-
visions, as well as in foreign ports.

Trained personnel spent many hours
of their own time with handicapped
children at the swimming pools on both
coasts assisting with the water therapy
they required. During the month of
August Stadacona held picnics for 175
orphans, and crippled and under-
privileged children. At Christmas, too,
there were parties at both coasts for
these children.

Diving teams were particularly active
during the year. From March through
August, with July the only exception,
naval divers were engaged in searches
for drowning and accident victims,

Other public service assignments in
which naval divers figured included the
27 hours worked by a Halifax diving
team repairing a break in a dam at
Weymouth, Nova Scotia. A team from
Esquimalt spent the summer making
underwater surveys of harbours and
beaches and demolishing mnavigation
obstructions along the DEW line.

From both coasts RCN ships carried
clothing and supplies for charitable
organizations. In the east, HMCS Cupe
Scott carried supplies as far as Ber-
muda for transhipment via Royal Navy
ship to Sacred Heart Convent near
Grenada, B.W.I. A west coast destroyer
escort took four and half tons of cloth~
ing as far as Hawaili where it was to
be picked up by a Korean training ship.
The clothing is destined for Korean
children.
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Officers Serve
In Indo-China

Lt.~-Cdr, Wilson F. Jobson and Lt.-
Cdr, Beverly J. Gillespie took up ap-
pointments with the Military Compo-
nent, Canadian Delegation, Viet-Nam,
on the International Supervisory Com-
mission in Indo-China on November 24,

Li.-Cdr. Jobson has held appoint-
ments in the aircraft carrier Magnifi-
cent, Stadacona, Naval Headquarters
and as secretary to the Commanding
Officer Naval Divisions. Since January
1958 he had served on the staff of the
Director of Naval Organization at head-
quarters.

Lt.-Cdr. Gillespie had been on the
staff of the Director of Naval Informa-
tion at Naval Headguarters., He had
previous Far East experience as in-
formation offlicer in RCN destroyers
during the Korean war, He has also
served as Staff Officer (Information)
to the Flag Officers of both coasts.

Captain Somers
Dies in Montreal

Captain John Stephen Somers, Prin-
cipal Naval Overseer, Montireal Area,
died on December 15 in a Montreal
hospital after a short illness, He was
50 years old.

Funeral services were held from St.
Mary’s Basilica, Halifax, to the Gate of
Heaven cemetery, Sackville, N.S., on
December 20. The honorary pallbearers
we: senior officers, headed by Rear-
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Wren Sylvia Iris June Balmer, Shelburne,
to Leading Seaman Richard John Wells,
Shelburne.

Able Seaman J. A, Eby, Naval Radio
Station Inuvik, to Miss C. Castle, of Inuvik,
N.W.T.

Able Seaman G. L. Greetham, Naval Radio
Station Inuvik, to Miss A. LeBlane, of St
Anselme, N.B.

Able Seaman Andre J, Leduec, Albro Lake
Radio Station, to Alberta Oslinda Bry, of
St. Pierre et Miquelon.

Able Seaman E, A, Pearce, Naval Radio
Station Inuvik, to Miss K. Lefurgy, of
Moncton, N.B.

Sub-Lieutenant David M. Robeson, Corn-
wallis, to Anne Elizabeth Merklinger, of
Ottawa.

Lieutenant-Comnmander M, G. Thompson,
Restigouche, to Mary Jean Scrivens of
Halifax.

CAPTAIN J. S. SOMERS

Admiral J. B. Caldwell, Chief of Naval
Technical Services, and the casket was
borne by six chief petty officers of the
engineering branch.

On the day of the funeral a requiem
high mass and libera were celebrated
in the chapel of HMCS Hochelaga,
Montreal. .

Captain Somers was born in Arichat,
Nova Scotia, on October 4, 1911, and
later lived in Halifax. He entered the
RCNVR as an engineering lieutenant in
February 1941 and served in shore ap-
pointments in Canada and overseas. In
1943 he served on board HMCS Iroquois
for five months.

Demobilized in November 1945, he
rejoined the Navy in the regular force

in July 1946, He took up what was to.

be his last appointment, that of Prin-
cipal Naval Overseer, Montreal Area, in
July 1948.

He leaves his wife, the former Mary
Alice Ormond, of Winnipeg, and iwo
daughters, Martha Louise, 13, and Mary
Sheleagh, 11.

Awards to UNTD
Cadets Announced

An officer’s sword has been awarded
to Chief Cadet Captain C. T. LeBrun,
of Halifax Universities and Colleges

UNTD and HMCS Scotian, as the best
second year UNDT cadet to train on
the East Coast last summer.

Other awards io UNDT cadets an-
nounced by the Commanding Officer
Naval Divisions included the following:

A telescope to Cadet Captain W. E.
Macdonald, of Discovery, as runner-up
to the best second year cadet; Reserve
Training Commander’s shield, to Cadet
D. D. Doederline, of York, as the best
all-round first year cadet;

Best first year cadets in each division:
Cadet W. D. Courrier, Hunter; Cadet
G. T. Robertson, Carleton; Cadet M. G.
Biron, Montcalm; Cadet J. Hinz, Non-
such, and Cadet R. W. Callen, Dis-
covery.

The prize for the best journal entry
written in French by an English-speak-
ing cadet went to Cadet J. T. Hogan,
of Si. Francis Xavier TUniversity
(Scotian),

Charleston Woman
Praises Sailors

A reader in Halifax has drawn atten-
tion to a letter from Mrs. Dorothy S.
Debnam, of Charleston, South Carolina,
which appeared in the December 29
edition of the Halifax Chronicle-Herald.

Bentha

To Petty Officer S, J. Christie, Naval Radio
Station Inuvik, and Mrs. Christie, a son.

To Lieutenant-Commander W. D. Davidson,
Naval Radio Station Inuvik, and Mrs. David-
son, a daughter.

To Leading Seaman P. J. Frenette, Koot-
enay, and Mrs. Frenette, a son.

To Able Seaman Denis Lefebuvre, Newport
Corners Radio Station, and Mrs. Lefebure,
twins, a son and a daughter,

To Lt.-Cdr. J. I. Manore, Chignecto, and
Mrs. Manore, a daughter,

To Chief Petly Officer W. C. Paly,
Churchill, and Mrs, Paly, a daughter,

To Able Seaman Allan E. Penny, Naval
Radio Station Inuvik, and Mrs. Penny, a
daughter,

To Able Seaman C. J, P. H, Rheault,
Gloucester, and Mrs. Rheault, a son.

To Leading Seaman W, J. Thorgeirson,
Naval Radio Station Inuvik, and Mrs. Thor-
geirson, a son.

To Lt. H. C. Wallace, Stadacona, and Mrs,
‘Wallace, a son,

To Petty Officer R, P. White, Naval Radio
Station Inuvik, and Mrs. White, a son.

To Li-Cdr. R. A. Whyte, Montealm, and
Mrs, Whyte, a daughter.
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The letter referred to the visit of HMC
Ships to her city last fall and said:

“As a parent of two grown sons, and
a chairman of the Women’s Division
of the Charleston Chamber of Com-
merce, I would like the people of
Canada to know of the favourable im-
pression made by the young men of
the Royal Canadian Navy while they
were in our city.

“You perhaps know that your splen-
did aircraft carrier HMCS Bonaventure
has been based here in recent weeks.

“The accompanying ships were the
destroyers HMCS Columbia, Resti-
gouche, St. Croix, Iroquois and Atha-
baskan; the frigates HMCS Lauzon and
Cap de la Madeleine; the minesweepers
HMCS Chaleur, Fundy, Thunder, Chig-
necto, Quinte and Resolute, and the
repair ship HMCS Cape Scott.

“Wherever I saw the men of the
Royal Canadian Navy, they made an
excellent apearance and were conduct-
ing themselves as gentlemen.

“I'm sure I speak for all the residents
of Charleston when I say that it was a
pleasure to have them visit our city,
and we hope that they will return in
the near future.”

Promotions and
Appointments

The following promotions and ap-
pointments have been announced by
Naval Headquarters:

Captain Stuart E. Paddon, Director
General of Fighting Equipment at Naval
Headquarters, has been promoted to the
rank of commodore.
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Commodore Charles J. Dillon has
been appointed Senior Naval Officer, St.
Lawrence River Area, Naval Officer-
jin-Charge Montreal, and Senior Officer
in Command.

Cdr. Robert St. G. Stephens, on the
staff of the Director General Ships at
Naval Headquarters, has been promoted
to the rank of captain.

Cdr. Richard H. Leir has been ap-
pointed in command of HMCS Skeena,
a unit of the Second Canadian Escort
Squadron.

Lt.-Cdr. Arthur B. Torrie has been
appointed in command of HMCS
Fortune, and as Commander Second
Canadian Minesweeping Squadron.

Lt. Robert J. Luke has been appointed
in command of HMCS Fundy, a unit
of the First Canadian Minesweeping
Squadron.

Four Rewarded
For Suggestions

Two sailors and two members of the
civil service have earned cash awards
from the Suggestion Award Board of
the Public Service of Canada and con-
gratulatory letters from the Chief of
Naval Personnel.

CPO S. W. McCleave, of Naden, sug-
gested a modification to gunnery radar
equipment used in RCN ships.

PO Richards P. Abbott, of VU-32
utility squadron at Shearwater, designed
a test set for automatic pilots used in
certain naval aircraft.

Joseph R. Heisler, of HMC Dockyard,
Halifax, suggested a method of screen-

I

ing slipways of marine railways which
effects considerable savings in cleaning
costs.

William E. Hopkins, of Naval Arma-
ment Depot, Esquimalt, submitted a
design for a visual indicator of course
control in gunnery radar.

Retired Officer
Hospital Manager

Lt. Arthur Saxby, who retired re-
cently, has been appointed business
manager of the Fishermen’s Memorial
Hospital in Lunenburg. Lt. Saxby joined
the Navy in 1932, rising through the
steward branch to commissioned rank.

More than $30,000
For United Appeal

At a presentation ceremony on the
flight deck of the Bonaventure on De-
cember 21 Rear-Admiral K. L. Dyer,
Flag Officer Atlantic Coast, presented
a cheque for $24,883 to the Halifax-
Dartmouth United Appeal. The money
was raised from ships and establish-
ments in the area. Commodore E, N.
Clarke, Commodore Superintendent At-
lantic Coast, presented a cheque for
$5,762 from the Dockyard Major Charit-
able Campaign.

The total naval contribution to the
Red Feather Drive—$30,645—was ac-
cepted by the campaign chairman,
Rear-Admiral H, F. Pullen, RCN (Ret).
Admiral Pullen, in turn, presented Red
Seal plaques to the Atlantic Command,
HMC Dockyard and the destroyer Koot-
enay for their efforts in the campaign.

The Naval Board flag flew over the Headquarters of the Commanding Officer Naval Divisions at Hamilton for the first time in November. The
occasion was the visit of two Naval Board members to the 13th annual conference of commanding officers from Canada’s 21 naval reserve divisions
Here at the entrance to COND headquarters building are, left to right: Commodore P. D. Taylor, COND; Vice-Admiral H. S. Rayner, Chief of the
Naval Staff, and Rear-Admiral J. B. Caldwell, Chief of Maval Technical Services. (COND-7387)
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The Kootenay topped Navy donors by
achieving 166 per cent ($831) of her
gquota,

The Bonaventure, in which the cere-
mony took place, was the first ship to
meet her quota ($3.500) while at sea
a few days after the Navy drive for the
United Appeal began in the fall.

Promeotions for
Reserve Officers

Thirteen officers of the Royal Cana-
dian Naval Reserve, serving in Naval
Divisions in 11 cities across Canada,
began the New Year with promotion in
rank, Promoted were:

To be Captain: Cdr. W. R. Inman,
commanding officer, Carleton, Ottawa,
and Cdr, W. T, Houghton, commanding
officer, Star, Hamilton,

To be Commander: Lt.-Cdr. A. R.
Smith, commanding officer, Tecumseh,
Calgary, Lt.-Cdr. J. H. Fish, fraining
commander, Carleton, Ottawa; Lt.-Cdr.
D. H. Botley, commanding officer,
Griffon, Port Arthur; Lt.-Cdr. B. S. C.
Oland, executive officer, Scotian, Hali-
fax, and Lt.-Cdr. R. S. Van Alstine,
commanding officer UNTD, Nonsuch,
Edmonton.

To be Surgeon Captain: Surg. Cdr.
M. D. Young, commanding officer
UNTD, Discovery, Vancouver,

To be Surgeon Commander: Surg.
Lt.-Cdr. W. J. McCorkell, Unicorn,
Saskatoon.

To be Commander (S): Lt.-Cdr. H.
G. Cheesman, commanding officer,
Cataraqui, Kingstion,

To be Chaplain (P) Class IV: Chap-
lain B. A. Silcox, Hunter, Windsor.

To be Chaplain (RC) Class III: Chap-
lain J. D. O’Brien, Queen, Regina.

To be Acting Commander: Lt.-Cdr,
W. M. Stan, commanding officer, Queen,
Regina.

Navy League
Officers for 62

Following is a list of officers of the
Navy League of Canada for 1961-62:

Royal Patron: Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II.

Admiral, Sea Cadets: His Royal High-
ness the Prince Philip.

Patrons: His Excellency Major-Gen-
eral Georges P. Vanier, Governor-Gen-
eral of Canada; Ri. Hon. John Die-
fenbaker, Prime Minister of Canada;
Hon. Douglas Harkness, Minister of
National Defence, and the Lieutenant-
Governors of all the provinces.

Honorary presidents: Hon., Leon
Balcer, Minister of Transport; V. L.
Brett, Halifax; N. R. Crump, Montreal;
David H. Gibson, Toronto; C. K. Mec-
Leod, Montreal; D. C. Maclachlan,

The Spirit of Christmas really showed in the efforts of the Terra Nova ship’s company. Six
needy fomilies received an unexpected Christmas present in the form of “complete” family dinners
paid for by funds raised on board and delivered by members of the ship’s welfare committee.
Men chosen to raise the money and make up boxed dinners were, left to right, CPOs A. W. Mooney
and H. B, Cook and Ldg. Sea. J. ). Bellmore. Addresses of needy families were provided by the
Welfare Department of the Salvation Army (Halifox area). (HS-67221)

Toronto; S. R. Noble, Montreal; Vice-
Admiral H. S. Rayner, Chief of the
Naval Staff; J. D. Ruttan, Winnipeg, and
Col. the Hon. Clarence Wallace, Van-
couver.

Honorary chaplains: Chaplain-of-the-
Fleet (P) E. G. B. Foote; Chaplain-of-
the Fleet (RC) J. F. Whelly.

Honorary vice-presidents: Captain
A. W. Baker, RCNR (Ret), Beaverton,
Ont.; Rear-Admiral P. D. Budge, Chief
of Naval Personnel; Rear-Admiral K.
L. Dyer, Flag Officer Atlantic Coast;
Rear-Admiral E, W. Finch-Noyes, Flag
Officer Pacific Coast; J. R. K, Millen,
Chairman Navy League Cadets and
Wrenettes, Winnipeg. C. F. Ritchie,
Montreal, Commodore P. D. Taylor,
Commanding Officer Naval Divisions;
president of the Naval Officers’ Asso-
ciations of Canada (national).

National president. Cdr. F. C. Aggeit,
RCNR (Ret), Toronto.

Immediate past national president:
R. J. Bicknell, Vancouver,

Vice-presidents: Captain T. D. Kelly,
RCNR (Ret), Toronto; E. B. Frost,
Winnipeg; R. C. Stevenson, Montreal;
D. W. Brown, Victoria; T. E. Wadding-
ton, Edmonton; Dr. H. D. Roberts, St.
John’s, Newfoundland.

Legal counsel: Lt.-Cdr. S. D. Thom,
RCNR (Ret), Toronto.

Medical adviser: Surgeon Captain
C. H. Best, RCNR (Ret), Toronto.

Board of governors, Cdr. Aggett, Mr.
Bicknell, Mr. Brown, Mr. Frost, Captain
Kelly, Dr. Roberts, Mr. 5tevenson
(addresses given above), and D. W,
Cathers, Hamilton; J. G. Dunlop, Co-

bourg, Ont.; Cdr. T. R, Durley, RCNR
(Ret), Westmount, Que,, and O. B. Mc-
bee, Toronto,

The national manager, secretary and
treasurer, and secretary of all com-
mittees, is H. R. Gillard, 109 St. George
Street, Toronto 5.

Defence College
Students on Tour

Twenty-nine students of the Na-
tional Defence College, Kingston, toured
naval installations in Halifax January
14-16.

The course consists of senior officers
of the Armed Forces and government
departments, representatives from
Canadian industry and seven others
from the United Kingdom and United
States.

The commandant of the National
Defence College, Rear-Admiral A. H.
G. Storrs, and three members of the
directing staff accompanied the class.

New Zealander
Seeks Cap Tallies

Cap tally collectors may be interested
in the following extract from a letter
written by F. Bates, of 150 Chivalry
Road, Takapuna, Auckland, New Zeal-
and:

“As a member of the Royal New
Zealand Navy  Volunteer Reserve
(Auckland Division), I have plenty of
chances to collect cap tallies and I
wonder if you could put me on to a
reservist in Canada who may collect
cap tallies that we may exchange.”
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ACK IN 1956 and 1957 photo-
graphic salons were held with a
view to encouraging technical and
artistic excellence among naval photog-
raphers. A high proportion of the win-
ners in these contests were photographs
taken during off-duty hours when care-
ful attention could be given to such
details as choice of subject, posing,
lighting and retouching.

The working photographer has often
to operate under adverse conditions,
making use of available light and grasp-
ing the fleeting opportunity. The good
photographer in these circumstances is
the one who realizes that what he sees
will make a picture that will tell an
interesting story, that the less-than-
ideal lighting conditions can produce a
dramatic effect and that it is, in fact,
often possible to make a silk purse out
of a sow’s ear.

The Crowsnest endeavours to publish
the best of the current crop of naval
photographs but there are times when
pictures of high technical interest or
sheer beauty have to be omitted for
any of a number of reasons.

In order to assure that they were not
lost forever in the oblivion of photo-
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the Best

graphic files, The Crowsnest asked the
Director of Naval Photography to make
a generous selection of what he con-
sidered to be the best photographs of
1961, Some of his choices have already
appeared but viewers will recognize
from the following pages that other ex-
tremely good pictures are being pub-
lished here for the first time. The
Naval Art Section assisted in making a
final selection, but no attempt was made
to. grade the pictures in order of ex-
cellence and the names of the photog-
raphers were unknown to the critics.

Above: Where but on Canada’s
Pacific Coast, with its sheltering islands,
could one obtain this combination of
mountains, sea and sky? Silhouetted
against this background is HMCS
Skeena. Photographer: CPO K. E.
Martin. (E-60473)

Opposite Page: Working under the
handicap of having to shoot from the
dark interior of the covered ways
against the bright sky over the St. Law-
rence River, the photographer never-
theless managed to produce a satis-
factory record of the launching of
HMCS Mackenzie at Montreal last

May 25. CPO Alex

Photographer:
Colley. (O-13675)
Centre spread, upper left:
another lighting problem—avoiding the
reflection from the perspex—dealt with
successfully in this picture of the main
air display board in the operations room

Here is

of HMCS Algonquin. Photographer:
Ldg. Sea. T. B. Wamback. (CCC1-003)

Lower left: The art critics liked the
composition of this informal portait
taken during the Algongquin’s cruise to
Sierra Leone last April. Observe the
way the lighting of the mittens and bin-
oculars carries the eye to the lookout's
face. Photographer: Ldg. Sea. T. B.
Wamback. CCC1-018)

Upper right: A study in perspective,
shadow and sunlight in this picture of
Tracker aircraft warming up on the
flight deck of the Bonaventure before
being launched over the lonely northern
sea during Exercise Trapline. Photog-
rapher: AB Barry Squirrell. (HS-
66400-104)

Lower right: Dramatic lighting is
once again featured in this romantic
photograph of the Danish training ves-
sel Danmark. Photographer: Ldg. Sea.
D. R. Orrell. (BN-3918)
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Now It’s the RCNR

CNR is the abbreviation that will
designate the Royal Canadian
Navys’ reserve force henceforth.

On the authority of the Minister of
Nnational Defence, the Royal Canadian
Navy (Reserve) changed its official
name in the closing days of 1961 to the
Royal Canadian Naval Reserve.

The Navy’s reserve component has

had several titles since it came into

being, shortly before the outbreak of
the First World War. In May 1914 the
Canadian government established a
naval volunteer force, known as the
Royal Naval Canadian Volunteer Re~
serve (RNCVR). The  authorized
strength of this force was 1,200 officers
and men, enrolled as volunteers, but
engaged to serve in time of war. It was
organized into three sub-divisions; the
~ Atlantic, the Lakes and the Pacific;
however, when the First World War
began, the only naval reserve force
actually in existence was the volunteer
unit at Victoria. This force had its be-
ginning  in 1913, when a group of en-
thusiasts, encouraged by Cdr. Walter
Hose, RCN, Senior Naval Officer, Esqi-
malt, organized themselves into a
nucleus that blazed the trail for all the
official Canadian naval reserve organi-
zations that followed.

The contribution of naval reservists
to the huge expansion of Canada’s naval
force during the Second World War was
foreshadowed by the RNCVR’s con-
tribution in the First World War. Ships
and submarines based at Esquimalt
were almost entirely manned by mem-
bers of the reserve force, and in Feb-
ruary, 1916, the Overseas Division of
the RNCVR was formed. Approximately
1,700 members were enrolled in this di-
vision and served largely in trawlers

and drifters on anti—subniérine patrols
in British home waters and off Gib-
raltar and British West Africa,

* The familiar red maple leaf, which

"is seen on the funnels of HMC ships

today, had its beginning on British ships
serving out of West "Africa and Gib-
raltar. The emblem was adopted by
Canadian volunteers serving on board.

In June 1920, in line with post-war
demobilization, the RNCVR was dis-

" bandeg:

- On January 31, M1923, the Canadian
Naval Volunteer Reserve was officially
established, its organization again en-
couraged by Commodore Walter Hose,
RCN, who was th?n Director of the
Naval Service. The prefix “Royal” was
soon added to its title (RCNVR). At
about this time the Royal Canadian
Naval Reserve (RCNR) was formed. It
consisted largely of officers and men
with professional seagoing experience
in the merchant marine, while the
RCNVR was tomposed of personnel
from civilian occupations ashore. The
RCNVR was originally organized into
companies or half companies in most
of the major cities in Canada. In the
mid 1930s, as its strength increased,
members were trained for various duties
they would be required to assume at
the outbreak of war.

In 1937 a supplementary reserve,
whose members were private yachts-
men, was added to the RCNVR and a
fishermen’s reserve was added to the
RCNR. On September 1, 1939, all re-
serves ‘were placed on active service.
Their membership at this time was ap-
proximately 2,000. Four months later,
with a total Canadian naval force of
15,000 officers and men, the combined
reserves numbered 8,000.

By 1944 Canadian warships - were .
carrying the major burden of the North
Aftlantic convoy duty and the majority
of the officers and men who manned
these ships were members of the RCNR
and RCNVR. It was in this year that
the total strength of the Navy reached
nearly 100,000 officers, men and wrens,
of which more than 90,000 were mem-
bers of the reserves.

Canada’s only naval Victoria Cross in
the Second World War was awarded
posthumously to Lieutenant Hampton
Gray, DSC, RCNVR, who, while serv-
ing in the British aircraft carrier
Formidable, sank a Japanese warship
by deliberately crashing his damaged
aircraft into the ship.

When the war ended a number of
naval reserves continued on naval ser-
vice. Some transferred to the regular
force, others served in the interim force,
but the majority returned to “civvy
street”, taking up where they had left
off when they joined the Navy.

In January 1946 the RCNR and the
RCNVR were combined to become the
Royal Canadian Navy (Reserve). Di-
visions were re-established on a peace-
time basis and many veterans resumed
their association with the Navy as
members of the RCN(R).

A major step in the organization of
the reserves was taken in April 1953,
when a new command was established
at Hamilton, Ont., known as the
Commanding Officer Naval Divisions
(COND), responsible for the admini-
stration and training of all reserve
naval divisions across Canada.

Today, 21 reserve naval divisions are
situated from coast to coast, with a
strength of 788 officers and 3,375 men,
wrens and UNTD cadets.
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AFLOAT AND ASHORE

OVERSEAS
HMCS Niobe

During the Christmas season each
year the Naval officers of HMCS Niobe
in London, England, have the pleasure
of entertaining a group of children
from Dr, Barnardo’s Homes on an after-
noon outing, The recent holiday was no
exception,

On Tuesday, December 20, the chil-
dren were taken to the famous Bertram
Mills Circus in London which was fol-
lowed by a tea party.

The 100 boys ranged in age from 11
to 17 and came from two of Dr, Bar-
nardo’s Homes: The Dalziel of Wooller
House and the William Baker Technical
School. After the tea party the children
returned to the homes where individual
Christmas gifts were awaiting them.

ATLANTIC COMMAND

HMCS Kootenay

The Kootenay completed her first
major refit late in 1961. Everyone
worked at a feverish pitch fo prepare
for the subsequent workups program.

On December 9 the Nautilus Club,
Dartmouth, was the scene of the ship’s
company smoker. Entertainment was
provided by a “Musical Department”,
composed of Lt.-Cdr. Dan Mainguy, PO
P. A. Hollywood and AB E. G. Shaw.

“Guest stars” included Cdr. Harry
Shorten, Lt.-Cdr. J. S. Gill, Sub-Lt.
A. E. Dumas, CPO G. Broome and a
host of departmental choristers. The
evening was thoroughly enjoyed by all,
and anticipation runs high for future
variety shows.

First Minesweeping Squadron

“Welcome home and congratulations.
Your squadron looked very smart,” was
the message the First Minesweeping
Squadron received from the Flag Officer
Atlantic Coast as the squadron executed
a formation “burst” in view of the
Admiral’s Headqguarters.

This compliment marked the summa-
tion of training the squadron received
after leaving Halifax November 7 for
Charleston, South Carolina, to take
part in the Fallex program. Fog and
iwo days of rough weather precluded

Not even the clowns were allowed to go hungry at Miobe’s annual Christmas party for boys
from Barnardo homes in London. Two of the hosts who accompanied the boys to the Bertram Mills
Circus were Lt.-Cdr. J. R. Burns and (feeding the clown) Lt.-Cdr. T. J. C. Thomas. (Phote from CJS,
London)

any exercising while on passage to
Charleston but individual ships spent
a half-day off Charleston before enter-
ing, getting their gear in peak operating
condition.

New commanding officers, new offi-
cers and men spent one week at the
USN School of Mine Warfare while
the remainder prepared for Minronex
III, the minesweepers’ operational con-
tribution to Fallex. This was entirely
an RCN exercise, being conducted from
a United States port with the usual
genuine co-operation from the USN,

Mines were embarked by the ‘sweep-
ers themselves but on arrival in the
exercise area, heavy seas prevented
any laying. Local forecasts indicated
bad weather for the remainder of the
planned exercise period. Thus it was,
for the most part, cancelled. However,
a dan line was layed and on November
22 the Senior Canadian Officer Afloat
(Atlantic) witnessed from the bridge of
HMCS Chaleur the sweeping of mines.

On the 26th the squadron shaped
course for Philadelphia via Chesapeake
Bay and the Chesapeake and Delaware

Canal, experiencing cold but clear
weather. The flag hoist “Beat Army”
fluttered from the ships’ halyards as
the squadron steamed close inshore
abreast the U.S. Naval Academy at
Annapolis, Maryland. There was no
reply to the hoist then, but the Aca-
demy midshipmen did prove themselves
the victors on the following Saturday
at the annual Army-Navy football
classic in Philadelphia, a spectacle
which some of the squadron’s personnel
were fortunate enough to witness.

On arrival in Philadelphia at the
Naval Shipyard the Canadians were
welcomed by Rear-Admiral R. W. Cave-
nagh, USN, Commandant 4th Naval
District, and W. J. Millyard, the re-
cently appointed Canadian Consul.

After seeing the military academies
battle on December 2 and completing
some gift hunting in Philadelphia, the
ships sailed three days later for Halifax
passing through New York Harbour,
Long Island Sound and the Cape Cod
Canal,

The squadron sailed up the East
River of New York Harbour at sunrise
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and though not partaking of “Break-
fast at Tiffany’s” they did observe the
unfamiliar view of the city at such an
early hour.

The night of December 5 they nego-
tiated the Cape Cod Canal. As. the
weather was good the following day,
minesweeping exercises were con-
ducted en route. On the 8th, after the
formation sail past in Halifax Harbour,
ships secured alongside at the Mine
Base Facility to greet families and get
ready for Christmas.

Leadership School
(Cornwallis)

No. 60 Officers’ Divisional Course
and No. 117 Petty Officers’ Leadership
Course completed training in the school
on December 15, the members return-
ing to their ships and establishments
in time for the festive season.

Lt. E. J. Kelly of No. 60 Course re-
mained in Cornwallis and assumed the
duties of assistant stores officer, re-
lieving Lt. J. M. Mont who left Corn-
wallis to take up a sea appointment in
the Atlantic Command.

The face-lifting process, which com-
menced in the spring of 1961 with the
painting of the interior of the school,
is now nearing completion and the
upper deck is being tiled.

Communication Division
(Cornwallis)

Three classes completed their courses
in the Communieation Division at
Cornwallis on December 15.

Ldg. Sea. Duncan Beaton was top man
in Course SG 207, Ord. Sea. Dave
Cornell in SG 119 and Ord. Sea.
William Burchell in RM 119,

The month also saw a change of
officers-in-command, with Lt.-Cdr. M.
A, Turner leaving to take up an ap-
pointment at Naval Headquarters and
Lt.-Cdr. W. F, Potter arrived from Hali~
fax where he had been Staff Officer
(Operations), Atlantic Coast.

NAVAL DIVISIONS

HMCS Star

Captain W. T. Houghton, commanding

officer of Star, the Hamilton naval di-
vision, was promoted to that rank Janu-
ary 1. ]
----- Captain Houghton, who has com-
manded Star since December 1958 was
__born in Cheshire, England, and came to
Canada in January 1927. He attended
Upper Canada College, and the Uni-
versity of Toronto in Engineering.
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He began his military career as a
cadet at Upper Canada College and
later as a member of the Canadian
Officers’ Training Corps.

He joined the RCNVR as a sub-
lieutenant in May 1940 and, after
initial training, served as Divisional
Training Officer at HMCS Kings, war-
time officers’ fraining establishment at
Halifax.

Following service at sea from Novem-
ber 1941 to July 1942, he took a special-
ist anti-submarine course. On com-
pletion of the course he joined the de-
stroyer Saguenay as Group Anti-Sub-
marine Officer.

In February 1943 he joined the staff
of the Anti-Submarine Operations Di-
vision at Naval Headquarters, serving
there until he commissioned the Portage
(Algerine class coastal escort) at Port
Arthur in October 1943 as executive
officer. He joined the new frigate
Poundmaker in November 1944 and
was demobilized in December 1945.

He has been on the active list of the
RCN Reserve since February 1946 and

Square Rig Once
Called Fore-and-Aft?

Now that it has been carefully es-
tablished that (a) square rig is the
proper term in describing seamen'’s
dress, that (b) fore-and-aft rig is
correctly used to describe the uni-
form of petty officers, first class, and
above and (¢) that “round rig”, used
so freely during the Second World
War by Canadian sailors when they
should have said square rig, has no
standing at all, the whole question
has been thrown into confusion again.

Writing in the “Queries” section of
The Mariner’s Mirror, journal of the
Society for Nautical Research, W. E.
May says that, in his experience, the
terms square rig and fore-and-aft rig
were used as above.

However, on receiving information
that the terms had been wused the
other way round before the First
World War, he took the question up
with four old Navy men, warders of
the National Maritime Museum, with
experience going back to 1913.

They were unanimous that the
lower deck called the jumper ‘“‘fore-
and-aft rig, because you dived into
it end on” and had not heard of
square rig until the introduction in
1920 of gilt buttons for petty officers
of over four years seniority.

On the other hand, four. senior naval
officers told a friend of Mr. May's
that, at least as far back as 1910, they
had always heard the jumper with its
square collar called square rig and
buttoned jacket fore-and-aft rig.

Mr., May wonders whether the lower
deck and the quarter deck had differ-
ent usages, with the latter ousting the
former.

served as torpedo anti-submarine offi-
cer, training officer and executive offi-
cer at York, the Toronto naval division.

In 1948 he moved his civilian employ-
ment to Hamilton and in December 1958
received his present appointment. He
is the branch manager of the mortgage
department of an insurance company
in Hamilton. Married with two children,
he resides in Oakville.

HMCS Scotian

Lt.-Cdr. Bruce S. Oland, who has
been executive officer of Scotian, Hali-
fax naval division, since September
1959, has been promoted to the rank
of commander. In civilian life, he is
a director of Oland & Son and general
manager of A. Keith & Son, in Halifax.

Scotian, established in 1923, is re-
sponsible for the training of more than
300 officers, men and wrens of the
RCNR in the Halifax area, including
regular and reserve force cadets attend-
ing local universities and colleges.
Drills are held on Monday nights in
the headquarters at the Minesweeping
Base Facility near the Royal Nova
Scotia Yacht Squadron. Week-end
training cruises are undertaken in
HMCS Loon, tender to Scotian.

Cdr. Oland joined the Militia in 1936
as a second lieutenant in the first Hali-
fax Coast Brigade. He went on active
service in the Royal Canadian Artillery
on the outbreak of war, rising to the
rank of major. Following the war, Cdr.
Oland commanded the 53rd Heavy
Anti-Aircraft Battery (Militia) from
1947 to 1951.

In April of that year, he transferred
to the Nawval Reserve joining Scotian
as a lieutenant.

SEA CADETS

RCSCC Admiral DeWolf

The Royal Canadian Sea Cadet Corps
Admiral DeWolf, at Campbell River in
the north part of Vancouver Island, is
now in its seventh year of existence.
The time has passed quickly; a year’s
training is over soon when one takes
into account that cadets only get two
hours of drill and classes weekly. A
problem that still remains is that the
corps is in rentéd quarters with a lim-
ited amount of stowage space of its
own.

To date the corps’ most outstanding
events have been the two inspections
by Vice-Admiral H. G. DeWolf, for
whom the corps was named. After his
first inspection the corps was honoured
by a gift of the personal sword of
Admiral DeWolf, which to this day is
the corps’ most prized possession.



A drum and bugle band has been
organized by a competent civilian in-
structor, To help dress up the band, the
local hunter of predators donated a fine
cougar skin for the bass drummer. The
latest addition to the band is a glocken-
spiel, which has just been received
through the Navy League.

The guard and band have taken part
in three out-of-town events in the past
two years, the first a joint Easter
parade with the sea cadets at Powell
River, B.C., the second a tri~service
cadet competition at Duncan, B.C,, and
the most recent a colourful tri-service
military tattoo at Powell River in
September.

The cadets look forward each year
to “Naden Week-end”, at which time
HMCS Naden is host to cadets from all
the sea cadet corps on Vancouver
Island. The week-end commences with
divisions on Saturday morning followed
by a day of sports competition, includ-
ing a whaler race and a .22 shoot.

Each summer has seen a full quota
attend the two-week course at HMCS
Quadra., Also the corps has had a good
number of cadets chosen to attend sum-~
mer courses at Naden, Stadacona and
Cornwallis, Last year one of the leading
cadets was selected to attend a two-
week course at the USN establishment
at Tacoma, Washington.

Quite a number of cadets have gone
on to careers in the RCN and right now
several are waiting the results of their
applications, One former cadet joined
the army and served with the Canadians
in the Congo and two others have
joined the RCMP. These have all said
their cadet training was beneficial to
them.

Sea Cadet Regatta
Planned for 1962
The first sea cadet national sailing

regatta will be held in the summer of
1962 it was announced by Cdr., F. C.

Aggett, national president of the Navy
League of Canada. '

Entries will be invited from every
division of the league across Canada,
but the number of participating crews
will be limited by the number of avail-
able sailing boats. SN

It is expected that this “first” in the
history of the 66-year-old league will
be a popular one with sea cadets, an
official said.

“Many of these young sailors have
already competed in sailing races held
locally or at camps, but never before
have they had the opportunity of test-
ing their skill against their national
fellow cadets,” he said.

The national president reported that,
under the supervision of R, C, Ste-
venson, OBE, Montreal, who was ac-
claimed Canada’s ‘“Sailor of the Year”
in 1960, the league’s Montreal branch
has been asked to stage the regatta.

The Role of the RCNR in a Future Conflict
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If commanding officers of naval divisions were a little unsure about their role in the event of a spot of bother, their worries must have been
allayed by the above illustrated thesis, Lt. Jack Thornton, RCNR, of Discovery, had withdrawn from his Naval Lore Corner long enough to sketch
the shape of things fo come as a contribution to the COs’ conference at COND last fall.
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Kingston Veterans
Prepare for Reunion

The busiest branch of the Canadian
Naval Association at this time must
be the Cataraqui branch in Kingston.

Already well involved with planning
for the 8th Annual Naval Veterans’
Reunion to be held in the city May 18,
19 and 20, the branch also took on
the task of making ready its own
quarters. Conversion of an empty build-
ing once used as a meat packing plant
into comfortable club rooms proved no
easy job but the navy spirit prevailed.

Members seized tools, paint brushes,
buckets and mops and from the hustle
and bustle emerged a dance floor for
75 couples, lounge, bar, washroom fa-
cilities, check room, committee room
and offices.

At the same time planning for the
reunion continued apace and naval and
ex-naval personnel -and their wives
will find plenty to see and do on the
big week-end.

The reunion will open with an early
registration party on Friday evening
and swing into high gear with a general
get-together on - Saturday. Saturday
evening a banquet and dance will be
held in the Community Memorial
Centre with dancing and entertainment
also being held at the club quarters.

Sunday morning.a church parade and
memorial service will be held, and the
official program will close with an
after-parade pgathering.

Also on the week-end program will
_be guided tours to points of interest
such as Queen’s University, Royal Mili-
tary College, Old Fort Henry and other
points, band concerts, and additional
entertainment features.

In addition to working on the reunion
and club quarters Cataraqui branch
also found time to participate in cere-
monies - on November 11, and with
HMCS Cataraqui in observance of Tra-
falgar Day. ‘
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It is particularly fitting that a naval
reunion should be held in Kingston as
the city has always been connected
with naval matters. In 1756 the Marquis
de Montcalm came to Kingston and
ordered four ships built for an attack
on Oswego, In the years before the War
of 1812 it was Upper Canada’s most
important naval base and, during the
War of 1812, the fleet which made pos-
sible the defence of Upper Canada was
built at Kingston.

Kingston Shipyards built ships for
both world wars and also manufactures
minesweeping and other naval equip-
ment.

HMCS Cataraqui and RCSCC St.
Lawrence are the local centres of naval
activity today.

Veterans Choose
1962 Executive

Members of the board of governors
for 1962 were elected at the annual
meeting of the Hamilton Naval Vet-
erans’ Association in December,

Chosen were: Bob Frazer, president;
Bill Shade, first vice-president; Tim
Worran, second vice-president, and
executive members Gord Martin, Phil
Fox, Cliff Black, Russ Woodward, Joe
O’Grady, Jim Senior and Russ La
Forme.

Elections, Party
Held by Veterans

The annual election of officers of the
Cobourg~Port Hope Naval Veterans’
Association was held December 10 in
the Royal Canadian Legion Hall in
Cobourg.

Officers for 1962 are: Joseph Ham,
president; Charles McCaw, first vice-
president; Harry McDougall,
vice-president; Everett Daye, secretary;
Adama McGowan, treasurer; Bill Lane,
entertainment chairman; John Miller,
master-at-arms, and Cliff Donaghue,
immediate past president.

second -

The ladies’ auxiliary held its election
of officers at the home of Mrs. Dorothy
Donaghue, retiring president. Elected
were: Mrs, Charles McCaw, president;
Mrs. Joseph Ham, vice-president; Mrs.
T. Brown, treasurer; Mrs. D. McNeill,
secretary; Mrs. Harry McDougall, en-
tertainment chairman; Mrs, J. Taul,
chairman of the sick-visiting commit-
tee, and Mrs. Cliff Donaghue, immediate
past president.

A children’s Christmas party was held
December 10 at the headquarters of
RCSCC Skeena.

-——

i

Tea-Clipper Model
Contest Announced

Just about 100 years ago, the clipper
ships, often spoken of as the most
beautiful ships ever to sail the seas,
reached the peak of their development.
Their decline following the opening of
the Suez Canal in 1870 and the coming
of steam. '

High excitement in England accom-
panied the annual race of the tea clip-
pers from the Orient and large prizes
awaited the first clipper to reach Lon-
don with a cargo of tea. The tender
commodity was subject to deterioration
if it remained too long at sea.

The Tea Council of Canada, as a
means of keeping alive the romance of
of golden age of sail, is sponsoring a
contest for the best model of a tea
clipper.

Open to all residents of Canada under
the age of 20, the contest has as first
prize an all-expenses-paid holiday to
India and Ceylon, plus a $1,000 scholar-
ship to a Canadian university. For run-
ners-up there are four other scholar-
ships and other substantial prizes.

Details concerning the contest may
be obtained from the Clipper Ship Con-
test, Tea Council of Canada, 42 Charles
Street East, Toronto 5.



SCIENCE AND THE NAVY

Miniature Sonar
For Crashed Planes

Naval divers, called up from time to
time to assist in the recovery of aircraft
which have crashed in water and dis-
appeared far below the surface, may
find their task made easier by a minia~-
ture sonar device being developed by
the Radio and Electrical Engineering
Division of the National Research
Council of Canada.

The latest issue of the division’s
bulletin describes the proposed device
as a further application of “low-drain
transistorized ulirasonic transmitters”.

Water areas comprise eight percent
of the total territory of Canada, the
report points out. The likelihood of an
aireraft crashing into a lake is, there-
fore, considerable, In order to identify
and possibly to recover an aircraft
which had disappeared under a water
surface, one would require an under-
water transmitter capable of withstand-
ing the crash and then automatically
starting transmission of an ultrasonic
signal.

The report says the division has
started preliminary work on the design
of a suitable transmitter. Tests carried
out’ so far indicate that a range of
about one-half mile may be obtained
from a pulsed ultrasonic transmitter,
using 0.25 pounds of nickel-cadmium
batteries with an operating life of
about five days.

Seaslug Ready
For RN Service

The Royal Navy's latest guided mis~
sile, “Seaslug” is ready for service.

Described in Britain as “the best
of its kind in the world, of unparalleled
reliability and with a success ratio
higher than nine to one,” the missile is
embarked for the new “county’” class
of guided weapons destroyers.

First to receive the medium-range
surface-to-air missile will be HMS
Devonshire, due to be commissioned
next summer. After the Devonshire
will come the Hampshire, Kent and
London. Two more destroyers of this
class are to be built.

U.S, NATO and Commonwealth
experts have been present at some of
the “Seaslug’s” Mediterranean trials,

In one series of 16 consecutive launch~
ings “Seaslug” scored a 100 percent
success. Its overall 90 percent score in
the latest series of firings would have
been higher but for attempts at “fancy
shots” outside its normal range, British
sources said, adding that even these
were largely successful,

“Seaslug” has brought down a radio~
controlled Canberra jet bomber flying
at a height of 50,000 feet. It has also
been successful in picking off aircraft
skimming low over the surface of the
sea.

The missile achieves better than one
and a half times the speed of sound
within three seconds of launching. It
enters the narrow radar beam that
leads it to the target within another
eight seconds.—Army Navy Air Force
Journal.

Greenwich Time
Signals Augmented

For over one hundred years, the
Royal Greenwich Observatory has been
responsible for providing exact time
signals for a wide variety of users both
at home and abroad.

In recent years this service has be-
come increasingly important in various
fields of scientific research where ex-
treme accuracy is essential,

In order to provide the various users
with more frequent opportunities for
checking the time, the present twice
daily transmissions from Rugby have
been increased to four as from Decem-
ber 1, according to the Admiralty News
Summary.

This means that the transmissions
on the low frequency of 16 kecs form-
erly radiated at 10 am and 6 pm are
superseded by signals at 3 am, 9 am,
3 pm and 9 pm. There is, however, no
change in the form of the signals.

To ensure a world-wide coverage, the
10 am and 6 pm broadcasts had also
been transmitted on short wave. This
service continues but the times have
been changed to 9 am and 9 pm,

As long ago as 1833, the Royal
Greenwich Observatory provided hourly
time signals for the operation of “time
balls”, i.e. devices consisting of a large
ball secured to the top of a mast and
released by a special catch at a precise

time. One such ball is still in use in
the grounds of the old Observatory at
Greenwich,

The hourly transmissions continued
for many years but this service has
now diminished to almost negligible
proportions and in fact, the only user
is the General Post Office for the Talk-
ing Clock (TIM) which has been in
operation since 1936,

The reason for the falling off of the
requirement for the hourly Greenwich
transmissions, was the inauguration in
1924 of the BBC’s Greenwich time

. signal, which is claimed to be as accur-

ate as possible.

The transmissions from Rugby are
proving to be indispensable to users
all over the world. Such persons as
marine surveyors and scientists en-
gaged in tracking artificial satellites
will undoubtedly find the new and more
frequent transmissions of great value.

Big Oceanography
Program Outlined

The Canadian government, with a
full-scale study of oceanography in
Canada’s inland and surrounding waters
in mind, is establishing a Marine
Sciences Branch in the Department of
Mines and Technical Surveys. This will
combine hydrographic surveys and re-
search in oceanography, marine geology
and the geophysical sciences of the
seas.

The move comes at a time when the
pressing need for information about the
deep seas has placed oceanography a
close runner-up to space research in
current scientific effort, especially in
those countries whose interests are
closely affiliated with the sea. Canada
possesses a coastline of some 117,000
statute miles, one of the longest in the
world.

The new Marine Sciences Branch will
have its official birth April 1, 1962. Its
function will be to carry out hydro-
graphic and other oceanic surveys and
to conduct oceanographic research in
the nearby oceans, in Canada’s coastal
and inland waters, and on the under~
lying seabeds for the threefold purpose
of assisting navigation, with particular
reference to Arctic waters, of ascertain-
ing the resource potential of the coun-
try’s continental shelf, and of under-
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taking the extensive program of
oceanographic research required for
military and civilian purposes. The
resulting information will also greatly
assist the commercial fisheries.

The oceanographic data required by
the Department of National Defence
alone is extensive. For instance, in the
field of maritime defence, the accuracy
of submarine detection devices depends
upon a detailed knowledge of the phy-
sical characteristics of the water and
of the composition and topography of
the ocean bottom.

The new branch will take in the
existing departmental personnel and
facilities now engaged in hydrography
and oceanography, and will provide for
the expansion necessary to meet the
new requirements. This will involve
additional personnel, modern laboratory
accommodation and ancillary facilities,
and research ships. It will comprise the
Canadian Hydrographic Service under
Dominion Hydrographer Norman Gray;
the Division of Oceanography, and a
new Ships Division.

S. G. Gamble, director of the depart-
ment’s Surveys and Mapping Branch,

will act as director of the new branch
pending the appointment of a director.

Headquarters of the Marine Sciences
Branch will be in Ottawa and hydro-
graphic and oceanographic activity on
the Atlantic and Pacific coasts will be
centred in oceanographic institutes on
those coasts. On the Atlantic coast, the
new $4,500,000 Bedford Institute of
Oceanography, now under construction
is scheduled for completion in mid-
1962. Oceanographic research in the
arctic will also be carried on from this
centre. A similar centre is planned for
the Pacific coast in about three years’
time. Meanwhile, functions on the west
coast will be centred in the present
hydrographic establishment in Victoria.
The inland waters section of the Cana-
dian Hydrographic Service will work
out of Ottawa.

The new Marine Sciences Branch will
be serviced by a fleet of multi-purpose
ships which are designed to be used
for either survey or research purposes.
For the East Coast, three ships are in
design or under construction and one
ship, the Maxwell, was launched during
the past field season. The largest of the
group, the Hudson, is expected to be

commissioned in 1963. It will have a
cruising radius of 15,000 miles and
has been designed for oceanographic
studies anywhere in the world. It will
be 294 feet in length and will have a
displacement of 4,660 tons. It will be
fitted with ample drafting-room space,
equipment for hydrographic surveys
and it will contain some 2,500 square
feet of laboratory space.

The two additional ships, to replace
the present obsolete Cartier and Acadia,
are to be about 225 feet in length and
will contain standard survey equip-
ment, but will be provided with labo-
ratories and special winches and gear
for oceanographic and geophysical re-
search over the continental shelf and
in the Arctic.

On the West Coast, the department
will use the MV Ehkoli, a reconverted
naval vessel, for oceanographic research
and to assist the Institute of Oceano-
graphy of the University of British
Columbia in its oceanographer training
program. A new survey and research
ship for the West Coast is in the design
stage.

Initially the new branch will have
a staff of some 1,200.

oy B,

A radio-controlled, powered model of an assault and landing craft bucks artificially produced waves in a new experimental manceuvring tank
at Britain’s Admiralty Experimental Works, Haslar, Hampshire, England. The new tank was opened recently by His Royal Highness the Prince Philip.
It will permit study on a model scale of the ahility of a warship to maintain speed and course in rough weather. The National Research Council of
Canada carries out similar studies with radio-controlled models on an outdoor manceuvring pond, 80,000 square feet in area, but this lacks wave-

making equipment. Wave and speed effects on hulls are studied in an indoor towing tank along which captive, instr

(British Information Service Photo)
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KEEPING FIT

New emphasis has been placed on
physical fitness by Canada’s Armed
Forces and keeping fit is a requirement
in the Royal Canadian Navy. This is
true also of the U.S. Navy. How the
USN is going about it, is described in
the magazine ALL HANDS, published
by the Bureau of Naval Personnel,
Washington.

AVYMEN are, by definition, fight-
N ing men, Fighting men should
have a reasonable amount of strength
and endurance. Both of these com-
modities are hard to maintain in our
highly mechanized -civilization,

There was a time when fighting men
lived a life designed to condition their
bodies solely for the purpose of making
war.

Our concepts have changed since
then. War has become something to be
avoided, if possible, and the fighting
man is now expected to concentrate a
good part of the time exercising his
brain power.

Although a Navyman no longer has
to keep the muscles bulging in his
sword arm, he does Have to keep fit.

There are two roads to this goal, and
they should be traveled simultaneously.

To be fit, you must exercise and
watch your food intake.

The best, and most satisfying way
to get exercise is in the course of your
work or in recreation. Nowadays, not
many people have to chop wood or
move heavy weights around during the
average working day and a Navyman
can’t always take a brisk walk, a good
swim or play 18 holes of golf.

Facilities for recreational exercise are
often expensive, hard to get at or just

While it is to be hoped the
accompanying article will provide
some stimulus toward building
muscle and shedding surplus
poundage, readers are reminded
that the RCAF’s 5BX Plan pro-
vides an excellent program of
physical fitness, coupled with
words of caution for those who
may approach such a program
with more enthusiasm than dis-
cretion. The 5BX Plan and its
companion volume for the ladies,
the 10BX Plan, are available from
the Queen’s Printer, Ottawa, at
35 cents each.—The Editor

not available to everybody every day.
Aboard ship, however, any man who
wishes to do so can take a brisk turn
on deck or find sufficient space to do a
few exercises. All you need is your
own' weight and sufficient room for you
to lie, stand, squat and to stretch your
arms and legs.

There is a difference between mus-
cular activity and exercise, Your usual
daily activities move muscles but don’t
exercise them.

In order to have bounce, to feel alive,
it isnt necessary to be muscle-bound
or move mountains. All you need is
muscle tone.

Muscle tone is like musical tone—a
sense of physical harmony in which
every muscle is at the right pitch,
There isn’t any magic required to do
this—all you need is about 20 minutes
daily,

The medical officer is the man to see
for exercises that are tailored to take
care of your particular needs but here
are a few routines that will take care
of the rank and file.

The washerwoman—Stand with your
hands stretched above your head. Bend
and touch your toes. Bend your back—
not your knees. This is good for your
leg and back muscles.

The archer—Lie on your belly with
your hands clapsed behind your neck.
Raise your head and chest. This is a
general tune-up for back muscles.

Abdominal arch—Like the archer
except that you raise your legs one at
a time as you raise your head and
chest.

The leg-lifter—Lie on your back.
Keep your legs stiff and raise them
one at a time. This strengthens thighs
and tones the abdomen.

Bend and squat—Stand. Bend and
touch your toes, Stand. Squat. This
strengthens hip muscles.

Push-ups—You know how to do
them. Be sure you keep your body
straight.

Sit-ups—Hook your toes to something.
Keep your abdomen rigid as you pull
to a sitting position with your hands
clasped behind your head. Great for
the abdominal and leg muscles.

The punter—Stand with your arms
extended rigidly above and behind
your head. Bring them down in front
of you to chest level at the same time
raising each leg as though you were

punting an imaginary football held in
your hands. This strengthens hip mus-
cles.

Patients of the Physical Therapy
Section at the National Naval Medical
Center, Bethesda, Md., are examples of
what exercise can do to build bodies
from relative uselessness to normal
activity.

Many Navymen who find themselves
referred to the Section have recently
been put together again after an acci-
dent or are recovering from operations.

In either case, they are unable to
use parts of their bodies which have
been damaged for one reason or
another.

For the patient who cannot exercise
of his own volition, the unit has elec-
tronic equipment which, when applied
to the patient will involuntarily flex
the patient’s muscles thus giving him
exercise although the patient himself
is incapable of movement.

When the patient has progressed to
the point at which he has control over
his muscles, the therapists provide him
with weights and exercises designed to
strengthen weakened muscles.

Physical  therapists have to combat
the same problem any man who
embarks on a do-it-yourself fitness
program will encounter. Therapy pa-
tients must go to the Naval Hospital
for their treatment even though their
therapy may consist of exercises which
could as well be done at home.

There is a sound reason for this.
Even though exercising may sometimes
mean the difference between walking
and not walking, patients have a ten-
dency to goof off. If they do the
exercises, they may do them in such a
way that stronger muscles will do the
work intended to rebuild weak muscles
or they may let momentum and not
muscle move the weights. At the hos-
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pital, they are placed in front of mir-
rors in which they can check them-
selves and therapists are on hand to
correct any cheating—willful or other-
wise.

Physical therapists have to cope with
discouragement. It sometimes takes a
long time to rebuild a broken body
through exercise.

You won’t have that difficulty. You
will be able to feel the difference a
little exercise makes almost immediately
and will be able to see the difference
in a matter of a few weeks.

Physical therapists also treat Navy-
men who have become the victims of
a sedentary life. LSD (large steel desk)
skippers who get no exercise other than
propelling themselves from one ride to
another often lack the muscle tone to
hold themselves in a good posture. The
result: they suffer from a myriad of
complaints which range from backaches
to low vital capacity.

Good posture is often a matter of
muscle tone and a realization that your
posture is bad. It is a good idea to
back up against a bulkhead now and

then to check whether or not your
heels, buttocks, shoulders and head
touch it while standing naturally. If
they don’t, make them.

If you are overweight, one of the best
exercises you can take to reduce the
excess poundage is pushing yourself
away from the table.

Food is energy. Exercise can prevent
you from getting fat because it will
burn up the fuel you feed your body.
If you are fat before you start exercis-
ing, reducing your food intake is the
only way to get rid of the extra blub-
ber.

You may point to the hot day you
played a couple of sets of tennis and
lost five pounds. You bet you did lose
five pounds, but how long did they
stay lost? What you got rid of on the
tennis court was water and not fat.

In order to lose one pound of body
fat by exercise, you would have to walk
664 miles (at the rate of one mile each
17 and one-half minutes); stand for
160 hours; shovel 114,739 pounds of
sand; run 43.2 miles (at the rate of
one mile each six minutes); climb 48
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times to the top of the Washington
Monument or do 5,714 push-ups from
the floor.

You don’t have to consider yourself
a martyr to reduce your weight by
dieting. Dieting doesn’t mean food
frustration but it does mean calorie
restriction.

You can eat anything you want pro-
vided your daily caloric intake in bal-
anced meals equals your daily energy
output.

Again, a word of warning. In diet,
as in exercise, your medical officer is
the man to give you specific advice. He
can give you calorie charts and tell you
what your intake should be for the
type of work you do.

Your naval duties require you to be
in top flight condition. Look around
you. Do you see many of your friends
indulging themselves in too much food
and too little exercise?

A proper diet and a few daily ton-
ing-up exercises will make your friends
look better and feel better—and you,
too.—Robert Neil in All Hands.

witl 'y

Wrens of Conestoga XX training class assembled on the lawn below the wardroom for this photograph during their course at Cornwallis

from September 6 to Movemt

6. From left to right, they are (front row) Cherie Balcom, Sandra Ayling, Doris Secord, Donna Dumont, CPO Phyllis

Bayley, Lt. D. M. Gower, Ord. Wren J. Botterill (regulating assistant), Ann Stewart, Grace Davie and Marilyn Harvie. Middle row: Doris Crewe,
Patricia Paul, Ellen Philipps, Betty Jones, Doreen Gagnon, Geraldine Grice, Marle Bonneau, Judith Campbell, Lita Simmens, Janice Hardy, Carole
Legere, Christiane Dagenais, Lynda Tatham, Patricia Mead, Beverly Platt and Vivien Stigler. Back row: Gail Mackenzie, Nina Francis, Linda Warner,
Rita Simon, Phyllis Leblanc, Marlene Johnson, Claire Hasley, Pauline Belcher and Joyce Aitken. (DB-15795)
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HERE AND THERE IN THE RCN

ALY

8 JUROCH

Wren Doreen Gagnon is hostess to a four-
year-old from the Nova Scotia Home for
Coloured Children during the annual Yuletide
party for the home put on by HMCS Shear-
water. The party was arranged by the lead-
ing seamen’s club. (DNS-28365)
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As the British submarine Aurochs left Halifax January 5 to close an 1B-month commission,
Sgt. J. J. Maclaughlan, RCAF, braved the piercing cold to pipe her on her way although his pipes
soon froze. It was too cold for a band to turn out. The sergeant, who serves on the staff of the
Maritime Commander Atlantic in the Dockyard, was in the Royal Canadian Dragoons before the
war and served in the Navy during hor#ilities. (HS5-67237)

Orphans of the Oak Grove Protestant Chil-
dren’s Home of Charleston, South Carolinag,
were given a tour of the aircraft carrier Bona-
venture during the ship’s stay in that city last
fall. Shown ot the controls of one of the 2 ; : -1 : o W
ship’s Tracker aircraft is six-year-old George ' -~ 18 ) "‘\L 1
Martin, who seems o little worried about it - T 4 N Al b
taking off before he gets the hang of it. A Christmas carel service has become a traditional feature of the pre-holiday season at Royal
(BN 4398) Roads. This was the scene at the Canadian Services College on December 17. (E-64626)
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Battle that Marked the Turn

S MIDWAY changed the course of

the war in the Pacific, so did an
unnamed battle, fought for six days
and nights over a vast expanse of
ocean and in the worst imaginable
weather, mark the turn of the tide in
the North Atlantic. Long overdue, an
account of this battle, and of the events
that preceded and followed it, has ap-
peared in book form.

Given the title The Fiercest Battle,
the book tells the story of Convoy
ONS 5 and the dramatic all-out fight
between the escorts charged with its
defence and the U-boats bent on its de-
struction. Numerically, it was hardly a
fair match. Arrayed against ONS 5
were more U-boats than there were
merchant vessels in the 42-ship convoy,
while for protection the convoy relied
on a close escort consisting of two de-
stroyers, one frigate and four corvettes
(B-7 Group, Cdr. P. W. Gretton, in
HMS Duncan, Senior Officer), with
reinforcement and assistance provided
by two support groups and long-range
aircraft.

The battle reached its climax and was
brought to a decision on the night of
May 5-6, 1943, when a pack of 15 U-
boats hurled itself on the convoy, which

The Captain’s Chair

A mere flight lieutenant has sent
the storm signals flying in England
by saying it should be possible “for
all on the bridge of a ship to be com-
fortably seated as are the pilots of
an aircraft”,

The Times since then has played
host to the letter-writer who said,
“Qur sailors, when on duty, remain
‘on their toes’ in every respect” and
another who proclaimed, “The . only
time that I am off my pegs is when
I am horizontal and unconscious’.

From the Naval and Military Club
a third wrote: “If 1 sit down for four
hours in the middle of the night I go
to sleep”.

The British airman having thus
been shot into space, an inquiry at
the Royal Canadian Navy brought re-
assurance that officers on duty on the
bridge stay on their pegs as faithfully
as the RN.

But in honesty they had to say
there was a chair on the bridge of
most Canadian ships. It is for the
captain who in storm or battle may
stay on duty for many hours at a
time and, while officers on their feet
handle the routine, will sit, there
snatching a few winks when he can.
—An editorial in The Ottawa Journal
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by then consisted of 23 merchantmen
defended by a five-ship close escort and
two supporting destroyers. Twenty-five
times the submarines attacked and as
often were they beaten off. That night
five U-boats were sunk and others were
damaged. Not a ship in the convoy was
lost.

On May 6 the U-boats were ordered
to withdraw. They were not yet de-
feated, and the Battle of the Atlantic
was still far from over, but no more
were they to appear in large numbers

and attack in large packs. The Allies -

for the first time had established as-
cendancy, and it was not to be lost.

No Canadian ships were engaged in
The Fiercest Battle, but Canadians did
take part as individuals. One of B-7’s
corvettes, HMS Sunflower, was com-
manded by Lt.-Cdr. James Plomer,
RCNVR, who is now a Commodore,
RCN, and Assistant Naval Comptroller
at Naval Headquarters. Another Cana-
dian, Surgeon ILt. B. A. Campbell,

RCNVR, was HMS Duncan’s doctor and
performed in the captain’s day cabin an
emergency appendectomy that .saved
the life of one of the ship’s men.

At least one other convoy, escorted
by a Camadian group, at the height of
the battle passed so close to ONS 5 it
was possible to pick up on R/T re-
ceivers the voice reports of the de-
fenders as they came to grips with the
enemy.

And there are Canadians who
will recall the day in May when the
order went out to all ships berthed
along the Foyle to “man and cheer
ship” as B-7 Group, led by HMS Dun-
can, steamed into Londonderry after
delivering intact an eastbound convoy.
It was an impressive and well-deserved
tribute.—R.C.H.,

THE FIERCEST BATTLE, by Ronald Seth;
published by Huichinson of London; 16
shillings.

Authors’ Journal
Edited by Officer

A mnaval officer has been appointed
editor of The Canadian Author and
Bookman, journal of the Canadian
Authors’ Association, Don. W. Thomp-
son, president of the association, an-
nounced recently.

The new editor is Li. H. R. Percy,
staff officer training publications at
Naval Headquarters and author of a
collection of short stories, The Timeless
Island, published in 1960. He is a fre-
quent contributor to The Crowsnest.

LETTER

Sir:

The photograph DNS-27983 on page
13 of the October 1961 issue of The
Crowsnest does not show Trackers
turned over to the Royal Netherlands
Navy by the RCN. These Trackers are
former USN Trackers, as can be seen
by the fairing on the nacelles of the
first two aircraft and the ECM equip-
ment on the third aircraft.

I hope this helps to keep your records
straight for future reference, I remain,

Yours truly,

T. W. TURNER,
Lieutenant,

Royal Canadian Navy.

RCN Air Station,
Shearwater, N.S.



RETIREMENTS

CPO ERIC BROOKE, C2LT4, of Birming-
ham, England; joined RCNVR September 5,
1940, transferred to RCN January 21, 19843;
served in Vancouver naval division, Stada-
cona, St. Laurent, Cornwallis, Three Rivers,
Protector I, Middlesex, Chaleur II, La Hul-
loise, Naden, Chippawa, Ontario, Matsqui,
Newport Corners, Cayuga, Aldergrove,
Beacon  Hill; awarded Mention-in-Des-
patches, August 14, 1945, CD; retired De-
cember 15, 1961,

CPO DOUGLAS HURLEY GILLIS, C1BN4,
of Hastings, England; joined July 27, 1837,
served in Stadacona, Saguenay, Restigouche,
Avalon, Captor II, St. Hyacinthe, Niobe,
Scotian, Ontario, RCNAS Dartmouth, Mag-
nificent, Haida, Wallaceburg, Shearwater,
Bytown, Cape Scott; awarded CD, and 1st
clasp to CD; retired December 21, 1961.

PO ARMAND JAMES GOBEIL, P1SW3, of
St. Boniface, Manitoba; joined RCNVR
January 23, 1041-October 30, 1845, trans-
ferred to RCN March 14, 1946; served in
Stadacona, Ross Norman, Pictou, Avalon
II, Fort William, Kitchener, St. Catharines,
St. Hyacinthe, Chippawa, Naden, Crescent,

_

ar

Givenchy, Warrior, Crusader, Cornwallis,
Quebec, Iroquois, Shearwater, Hochelaga,
Magnificent, Wallaceburg, Hochelaga, Huron,
Donnacona; awarded CD; retired December
17, 1961.

CPO JOHN JOSEPH JEFFRIES, C2BN4,
of Stratford, Ontario; joined November 18,
1940; served in Naden, Chilliwack, Stadacona,
Ross Norman, Venture, Nanaimo, Cornwallis,
Riviere du Loup, Medicine Hat, Ste. Therese,
Peregrine, Llewellyn, Scotian, Huntsville,
Sans Peuwr, Dundurn, Cataragui, Iroguois,
Magnificent, Shearwater (31 SAG), Summer-
side, Shearwater, (VS 880), Coverdale;
awarded CD; retired December 30, 1961,

CPO JAMES MAGILL, C1WA4, of Belfast,
Ireland; joined RCNVR November 15, 1945;

transferred to RCN July 12, 1946; served

in York, Peregrine, Warrior, RCNAS Dart-
mouth (803 Sqdn), Warrior, Stadacona, 19
CAG, Niobe, Cornwallis, Shearwater, Mag-
nificent, Scolian; awarded CD; retired De-
cember 16, 1961.

CPO JAMES STEWART, C2ER4, of Vie-
toria, B.C.; joined December 6, 1940; served

in Naden, Naden (Union SS8), Prince Robert,
Stadacona, Niobe, Saskatchewan, Avalon,
Peregrine, Scotian, Givenchy, Stadacona
(CN 390), Ontario, Churchill, Sioux, Royal
Roads, Miramichi; awarded CD, December 7,
1952; retired December 5, 1061,

CPO ROBERT RUSSELL WHALEN, C2ER4,
of Calgary, Alberta; joined March 1, 1937;
served in Naden, Fraser, Ottawa, Armen-
tieres, Nootka, Kamloops, Stadacona, Blair-
more, Mulgrave, HMS Puncher, Peregrine,
Avalon, Cornwallis, Arnprior, Peregrine,
Uganda, Ontario, Athabaskan, Oshawa, Jon-
quiere, New Glasgow; awarded RCN Long
Service & Good Conduct medal; retirement
was announced in March 1961 Crowsnest, but
was postponed to December 5, 1961,

PO GEORGE BRANLEY WILLIS, P1BN4,
of Winnipeg, Manitoba; joined September 186,
1940; served in Naden, Stadacona, Skeena,
Avalon, Cornwallis, HMS Seymour, Niobe,
Ribble, Peregrine, Swift Current, Givenchy,
Rockcliffe, Ontario, Shearwater, Quebec;
awarded CD; retired December 13, 1961.

Wherever Rear-Admiral P. D. Budge, Chief of Naval Personnel, has served, he has nearly always managed sooner or later to organize a choir.
It is doubtful, however, that he ever assembled higher-priced talent than this group of carol singers at Naval Headquarters. The songsters included a

Chaplain of the Fleet, a commodore, several captains and officers of lesser rank,

ted by

s of the civilian staff of the personnel branch.

The choristers carolled at the Christmas party held by the branch in the Bytown officers’ mess and also sang there during the lunch hour on the

Friday before Christmas. (O-14115)
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THE CROWSNEST IN 1961

OLLOWING is a summary of the. principal
F articles and special features in The Crowsnest
during 1961:

JANUARY: Lady of the Month, HMCS Inch
Arran at Harbour Deep, Nfid.; The Jubilee Year, a
review of events in 1960; Southern Bell, HMCS
Husky becomes a New Orleans yacht; Before the Sea-
way, account of a troubled journey up the St. Law-
rence by an Algerine; The Court of Admiralty, a
brief history; When Dr. Barnardo Went Navy, the
story of the Watts Naval Training School; Naval Lore
Corner No. 89, The Evolution of the Sailors’ Uniform.

FEBRUARY: Lady of the Month, HMCS Iroquois;
obituary of the late Rear-Admiral B. R. Spencer; A
Badge Comes Home, the story of the Iroquois badge
found in Londonderry; The Last Midshipman; picture
of variable depth sonar in HMCS Crusader; Family
Portrait, HMCS Columbia; Naval Lore Corner No. 90,
Monitors: Some Representatives of a Vanished Breed.

MARCH: Lady of the Month, HMCS Ottawa;
Canada’s Defence Policy, a statement by Hon. D. S.
Harkness; HMCS Columbia’s tiddly boat; NBCD
training in the RCN; Prince Henry’s Half Victory, the
seuttling of the Hermonthis; The Sinking of U-877,
as seen by the radar officer of HMCS Si. Thomas;
Exercise Bonny Boy, Banshees defend Army’s Blue-
land; The Roughest Game Afloat, water polo; Naval
Lore Corner No. 91, Submarine Deception.

APRIL: Lady of the Month, HMCS Huron; Ran-
dom Memories, first of four articles by Rear-Admiral
R. E. S. Bidwell, RCN(Ret); Suffering George, train-
ing-dummy for mouth-to-mouth respiration; Hon. D.
S. Harkness pays first visit of Atlantic Command;
General Drill, organized madness on board ship;
Mountaineering in New Zealand; footnotes by D. R.
Overall-Hatswell to The Last Midshipman (Febru-
ary); Naval Lore Corner No. 92, The Doughty “Ds”,
RN light cruisers.

MAY: Lady of the Month, HMCS Grilse (picture
is of U.S. Submarine Burrfish before transfer); the
commissioning of HMCS Grilse; Rear-Admiral E. P.
Tisdall retires; Random Memories, part two; The
Benevolent Fund, annual meeting; Cape Scott divers
recover bronze dolphin in Bermuda (pictures); Re-
tirement Counselling; Naval Lore Corner No. 93,
Submarine Deck Guns.

JUNE: Special Our Navy issue; frontispiece shows
proposed conversion of St. Laurent class; Our Navy—
Then and Now, the past nine years; National Defence,
policy and plans for the RCN; The Chippawa Story,
account of the Winnipeg naval division; table show-
ing composition of the fleet; Le College Militaire
Royal, history and description; the Sussexvale’s motor
cutter; Ten Years of Naval Aircraft, two-page picture

spread; “Prep” School, higher education in the RCN;
The Navy to the Rescue; Venture Cruise ’61; Mobility
for the Fleet, the Cape class repair ships; The Tale
of a Shirt (Cutty Sark); Naval Lore Corner No. 94,
Evolution of the Naval Officer’s Uniform.

JULY: Family portraits, Fort Erie and Chaudiere;
Human Resources, an address by His Excellency the
Governor General; dockyard jetties renumbered at
Halifax; Random Memories, part three; The Mari-
time Museum of Canada; With Peary in Long Island
Sound, misadventure of two minesweepers; Technical
Services, a description of headquarters organization;
Psychology and Diving; Trade Course Selection; Naval
Lore Corner No. 95, Unorthodox Armament Dis~
positions.’

AUGUST: Lady of the Month, HMCS Algonquin,
Dominion Day on Parliament Hill, picture layout;
Symbols and Ships, the history of RCN ship badges:
Visit to Sierra Leone, cruise by HMCS Algonquin;
Random Memories, conclusion; Silver Drums presented
to Pacific Command; Veterans’ Reunion (at Brant-
ford, Ont.); Naval Lore Corner No. 96, Modernizations.

SEPTEMBER: Ladies of the Month, HMCS Bona-
venture and destroyer escoris; Oceanography and the
RCN; Life in a Laker, by Vice-Admiral E. R. Main-
guy, RCN (Ret); Transitional Counselling; Family
Portrait, ship’s company of HMCS Sioux; Naval Lore
Corner No. 97, Carriers of the Pre-War Period.

OCTOBER: Lady of the Month, HMCS Atha-
baskan; RCN Personnel Ceiling Raised to 21,749; Relic
or Misfire? Old pistol bears famous naval name; The
Wooden Igloo that Jack Built, new barracks for Naval
Radio Station Frobisher; Diving Dentist; The CBC
and the RCN; Summer at Quadre; Quadra’s tiddly
boat; The Canadian War Museum, a description; pic-
ture of veteran submariners on board HMCS Grilse;
Omnibus Paratus, a history of helicopter utility squad-
ron 21; artist’s conception of last Mackenzie class
destroyer escorts; Naval Lore Corner No. 98, Destroy-
ers of the Past.

NOVEMBER: Christmas message from Vice-
Admiral H. S. Rayner, Chief of the Naval Staff; The
Prime Task, an address by CNS on the role of the .
RCN; The Aldergrove Pool; The Reserve’s Summer;
Outward Bound, RN submariner’s outing by land and
sea; A Mace for Dartmouth; HMS Egeria’s Awnings;
Naval Lore Corner No. 99, Modernizations (II).

DECEMBER: Lady of the Month, HMCS Grilse;
The 1961 Yachting Season; The Navy—Goodwill
Envoy, a report by the Department of External
Affairs; The Padre and the Pigs; Bonnie Thanks-
giving; Arctic Expert, retirement of Commodore O.
C. S. Robertson; Naval Lore Corner No. 100, Naval
Paddle-Wheelers,
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Number 101

"FREAKS OVER THE FLEET"

Naval Lore
Corner

FROM THE EARLY YEARS OF THIS CENTURY,
NAVAL AIRCRAFT HAVE DEVELOPED FROM

KITES AND BALLOONS To THE PRESENT

SUB-SONIC TETS, HERE ARE A FEW OF

THE MORE UNORTHODOX TYPES.

- CZ;MV

{{
2

= > THE BRITISH SUBMARINE SCOUT
AIRSHIPS OF WORLD WAR I (ABOVE)
THE R.MN.AS. SOPWITH TRI-PLANE WERE VIRTUALLY AEROPLANES

SINGLE SEATER SCOUT) PRE-DATED THE WITH GAS BAGS SUBSTITUTED

FAMOUS GERMAN FOKKER TRI-PLANE
BY SEVERAL MONTHS, CALLED “THREE
DECKERS" BY THEIR NAVAL PILOTS, THEY

FOR WINGS. A BE-2c FUSELAGE
COMPLETE WITH ENGINE WAS
SLUNG BENEATH THE ENVELOPE

FLEW OVER THE WESTERN FRONT IN

AS A CAR. THEY CRUISED AT
1917-1918 . TOP SPEED WAS 116 MPH,

4-0MPH..,

D

THE"MILES 35" CARRIER.
FIGHTER (BELOW) NEVER
REACHED THE PRODUCTION
LINE . WITH TWO PUSHER
ENGINES, SHE APPEARED
T0 BE FLYING BACKWARDS/

THE PONDEROUS FRENCH AMIOT |50-BE SEA-PLANE
WAS EMPLOYED AS A ToRPEDO BOMBER. WITH A
CREW OF 6 AND 3,960 POUNDS OF TORPEDOES
AND BOMBS ,SHE COULD FLY AT 180 M.PH.

OF PRE-WAR. DESIGN , SHE REFLECTED A
EUROPEAN TREND To HEAVY FLOAT PLANES
RATHER. THAN TO FLYING BOATS..

VLWL VTR

THE WORLD'S ONLY TET-PROPELLED FLYING -
BOAT-FIGHTER WAS BRITAIN'S SAUNDERS-ROE
Al, OF POST WAR DESIGN, SHE NEVER,
REACHED S@UADRON SERYICE ..,
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“CROWSNEST

Vol. 14 No. 4 THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY'S MAGAZINE FEBRUARY 1962
LADY OF THE MONTH
Built for hard work rather than speed,
are the little ships of the Second Canadian
Minesweeping Squadron, Neverthless, in the
picture on the opposite page, they show all
the dash of a flight of arrows. The Mirami-
C O N T E N T S chi, stern ship of the formation, seems to
be showing a particularly good turn of
Page speed,
_ q Out front by two lengths in this mad
: ash to seaward in the Strait of Juan de
RCN News Review ..., et 2 Fuca is the Fortune, with the James Bay
. on her port quarter and the Cowichan to-
Padre Named Chaplain General ........................ 3 starboard.
The exact position of the ships is not
: i o 5 given, but the bit of landlocked water at
The B 18 SROW o upper, right would appear to be the lagoon
. at Royal Roads. (E-63928)
Northern CRriStmas ..................ccccccccceiveiiiiiiin, 8
Officers and Men. ..., 9 Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
Letters to Editor ......................cc.cccciiiieeeie 10 with the caption for the benefit of persons
e wishing to obtain prints of the photos.
., . . This they may do by sending an order to
The thtle Shlps (Fll‘St Of Th'ree Pal’fS) """""" ’11 the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
]7 Ottawa, attention Directorate of Naval
Photography, quoting the negative number
Canada at War ...................ccccccoiiiiiiiiiieeiiinnn b iography, ducting ihe negative number
required, and enclosing a money order for
Aﬂoat and AShOi" 2 1 9 the full amount, payable to the Receiver
General of Canada.
. Sizes, finish and the National Defence
Science and the Navy ........................c............. 21 standmedized mrives follow:
A 4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. $ .10
Books for the Sailor ............................oeviiiininn, 22 614 X 814 2lossy finish only ........... 0
. . 8 x 10 glossy or matte finish .......... .50
Expert Rifle Shot Retires .................................... 23 11 x 14 matte finish only .............. 1.00
The Navy Plays ...............cc..ccccoviiiiiiiii 25
Retirements 27 SUBSCRIPTION RATE
""""""""""""""""""" The Crowsnest may be sub-
ONS 28 scribed for at the rate of $1 per
Promotions ... year; outside of North America,
. $1.50. Orders, accompanied by
Naval Lore Corner No. 102 ........ Inside Back Cover cheque or money order made 1o
the Receiver General of Canada,
should be sent to:
THE QUEEN’S PRINTER,
Department of Public Printing
and Stationery,
Ottawa, Ont.
‘Communications, other than those
The Cover—After searching the northern seas for “enemy” | relating to subscriptions, should
. ' L be addressed to:
submarines, three Trackers head homeward at sundown. The EDITOR
. . K ?
picture was taken on board the Bonaventure during last ‘autumn’s The Crowsnest,
northern exercises. (HS-66400-58) Naval Headquarters,
' Ottawa, Ont.
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In the past eight years some 75,000 donations have been made by naval personnel to the Red Cross Blood Bank in Nova Scotia. Wren Nancy
Duroucher was a velunteer in the most recent blood clinic at Stadacona. She is attended by Murse Edith Grant, of Guysborough, Nova Scotia. (HS-67421)

Design Chosen
For Air Memorial

The design has been chosen for a
monument at HMCS Shearwater to per-
petuate the memory of those who gave
their lives in the service of Canadian
naval aviation.

The winning design in a contest held
at the air base was submitted by PO
W. C. Paterson, of Helicopter Utility
Squadron 21, Honourable mention went
to Sub-Lt. J. V. Ouellette and Lt.-Cdr.
K. L. Gibbs.

PO Paterson’s design embodies a tall,
slim obelisk on a pyramidal base. The
site chosen for the erection of the mem-
orial is at the intersection of Puncher
and Bonaventure avenues at Shear-
water.

Ex-RCN Ship
Host in Dakar

Canadian missionaries and citizens
who are teaching and working in
Dakar, Senegal, saw a little bit of their
own country in the busy west African
port when two RCN frigates made a
five-day goodwill visit to Dakar in late
January.

A Canadian-made product greeted
the arrival of the two ships of the
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Seventh Canadian Escort Squadron
when they came alongside a French
Navy jetty. It was a minesweeper that
was given to the French Navy under
the Mutual Aid program and now bears
the name Paimpolaise. The ’sweeper
was once HMCS Thunder. Appropri-
ately, she was the host ship for the
visit of the Canadian ships. On arrival
in Dakar, the frigates Fort Erie and
New Waterford were greeted by N. R.
Mason, British Consul in Dakar. The
two commanding officers then *“paid”

Committee Hopes
To Acquire Bounty

A Halifax citizen's committee, un-
der the chairmanship of Rear-Admiral
H, F. Pullen, RCN (Ret), has been
formed with a view to acquiring the
Lunenburg-built replica of HMS
Bounty as a Nova Scotia tourist at-
traction,

Admiral Pullen indicated that the
firm of Oland and Son had offered
to provide financial backing to acquire
the ship from the Hollywood owners
and to provide for its operation. Net
profits, according to Admiral Pullen,
would be used to assist Nova Scotla in
tourist development and in the pres-
ervation of "worthwhile evidence of
Nova Scotia shipbuilding and mari-
time skills and history."”

official calls on diplomatic, military and
civic officials.

During the five-day visit in the Sene-
galese capital the ships’ companies of
the frigates played football, volleyball
and basketball games against French
Navy and Senegalese Army teams. They
visited the old and modern parts of this
major port city and went by bus to
Kayar, Sangalkan and N'Gor. A French
Navy landing craft made special daily
trips to transport Canadian sailors to
the picturesque island of Goree. Many
enjoyed the numerous and beautiful
beaches of Dakar.

Four Submarines
Call at Halifax

Four U.S. Navy submarines called at
Halifax in early February. The USS
Crevalle was in port February 2-6. The
Tusk, Toro and Diablo visited from
February 5-7. About 400 officers and
men were involved.

Ships Spend Nine
Days in Japan

Three destroyer escorts of the Royal
Canadian Navy left the naval base at
Yokosuka, Japan, in early February to
continue their training and goodwill
cruise in Asiatic waters.



HMC Ships Assiniboine, Margaree and
Ottawa spent nine days at the Ameri-
can and Japanese base south of Tokyo
after crossing the Pacific by way of
Hawaii and Midway Island. Irom
Yokosuka the three RCN ships, a di-
vision of the Second Canadian Escort
Squadron, headed for Singapore by way
of Subic Bay in the Philippines.

While in Yokosuka members of the
ships’ companies took advantage of
special sightseeing fours that were pre-
arranged in the Tokyo-Yokohama-
Hakone-Kamakura areas and enter-
tained new-found {friends from other
navies and from among Japanese
nationals on board their own ships,
Special sports activities such as hockey,

soccer and Dbagketball were also
arranged with other ships and with Jap-
anese teams., To mark the visit, the
people of Yokosuka decorated their city
with many Canadian and Japanese
flags.

Other ports to be visiled before re-
tfurning to Esquimalt in mid-April were
to be: Rangoon, Burma (Margaree
only), February 21-25; Colombo, Cey-
lon (Assiniboine and Ottewa), Febru-
ary 22-26; Trincomalee, Ceylon, Feb-
ruary 27-March 2; Port Swettenham,
Malaya, March 12-14; Singapore,
March 15-21; Bangkolk, Thailand, March
23-26; Victoria, Hong Kong, March 30-
April 2; Yokosuka, Japan, April 6-7,
and Adak, Alaska, April 13.

Transport Ships
Now Coast Guard

The Department of Transport Fleet
has been re-named the Canadian Coast
Guard. The new name recognizes the
itremendous expansion the fleet has
undergone in the past several years, It
was formerly lknown as the Canadian
Marine Service.

A new colour scheme has also been
adopted for its vessels and a distinetive
insignia for their funnels. The ships
will have red hulls and white super-
structure and funnels instead of the
former black, white and yellow com-
bination. A moderately stylized red
maple leaf and band on the funnels will

-

.

Naval Padre Becomes Chaplain General

HE APPOINTMENT of Chaplain of

the Fleet (P) E. G. B. Foote as
Protestant Chaplain General of the
Armed Forces of Canada and his suc-
cession by Chaplain (P) Harry Plough-
man as Protestant Chaplain of the Fleet
and Deputy Chaplain General of the
Armed Forces were announced early
this year.

The appointments coincided with
the retirement of Air Commodore Frank
W. MacLean, RCAF, who had been
Protestant Chaplain General of the
Armed Forces since September 1957.

The Rev. Dr. Ernest G. B. Foote, was
born at Barney's River, Pictou County,
Nova Scotia. He graduated in 1936 in
theology from the Presbyterian College
of Montreal.

Dr. Foote entered the Navy in Janu-
ary 1941 from a parish at Oxford, N.S.

CHAPLAIN GENERAL E. G, B. FOOTE

During the next four-and-a-half years
he served at naval establishments on
both coasts of Canada, at inland points
and overseas. From 1944, until after the
end of the war he was Command Chap-
lain, at HMCS Niobe in London,
England.

He was appointed Protestant Chap-
lain-of-the-Fleet in December, 1945,

In January 1946 Dr. Foote was
awarded the OBE for his services dur-
ing the war. In 1951 he received the
honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity
from the Presbyterian College of Mont-
real, becoming one of the youngest
clergymen in Canada to be honoured
with the college’s highest degree.

Though his headquarters have been
at Ottawa, Dr. Foote has made frequent
tours of a naval parish which at times
has extended over half the world. He
served with the Canadian destroyers in
the Far East during the Korean conflict.

He was appointed Deputy Chaplain
(P) of the Armed Forces in September,
1958.

His appointment as Chaplain General
(P) of the Armed Forces was effective
February 9.

The Rev., Canon Harry Ploughman
was born in Port Rexton, Newfound-
land. Following his formal schooling he
attended King's College, Halifax, where
he trained for the ministry.

Chaplain Ploughman entered the
Navy at Halifax in November, 1941,
and served first in HMC Dockyard and
then on the staff of Captain (D), Hali-
fax. Later he served in Newfoundland
and overseas. He returned to Canada in
April 1944 as assistant to the senior
Protestant Chaplain on the staff of the
Commander-in-Chief, Canadian North-

west Atlantic, with the additional ap-
pointment of Chaplain-in-Charge on
the staff of Captain (D), Halifax, He
took every opportunity to go to sea and
he served in the corvettes Rimouski,
Regina, Sorel and Kamsack and the
Royal Navy destroyer Hawvelock,

Following the war he went on the
retired list but re-eniered the Navy in
1949. In September 1957 he became
Deputy Chaplain of the Fleet (P). In
December 1958 he was named Assist-
ant Deputy Chaplain General (P) of
the Armed Forces. He was appointed
a Canon of the Anglican Communion
of the Armed Forces in August 1961.

His appointment as Protestant Chap-
lain of the Fleet and as Deputy Chap-
lain General (P) of the Armed Forces
was effective February 9.

CHAPLAIN OF THE FLEET (P)
HARRY PLOUGHMAN
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make them easily recognizable at a dis-
tance as Canadian Coast Guard vessels.

The use of red is particularly useful
for icebreakers, for it will make them
more easily seen from other vessels
they may be escorting and by pilots of
their own ice reconnaissance helicopters
under conditions of poor visibility.

The same need for visibility and
ready identification applies to Canadian
Coast Guard vessels on search and
rescue duties.

The essentially civilian nature of the
fleet will remain unchanged.

New types of uniforms will be issued
which will provide comfortable and
smart clothing appropriate to the condi-
tions of the service. They are modelled
on the war-time battle dress. Berets
will be provided.

The Canadian Coast Guard now has
a total of 241 vessels of all types, in-
cluding some 50 ships of larger size,
from around 400 tons gross to more
than 6,000 tons gross. These include 10
fully strengthened icebreakers and
seven lighter supply and buoy vessels

capable of icebreaking. These 17 vessels
comprise the second largest icebreaker
fleet in the world.

The fleet also has eight other wves-
sels designed for special service in the
Arctic, 11 lighthouse supply and buoy
ships, weather-ships, lightships, a Great
Lakes research vessel, shallow draft
ships for the Mackenzie River, St. Law-
rence Ship Channel survey vessels,
shore-based lifeboats and more than 180
steel landing craft for various types of
Arctic use,

Naval War Artist
On College Staff

Cdr. T. Harold Beament, RCNR
(Ret), commanding officer of several
ships, senior officer of a minesweeping
flotilla off Normandy and later a war
artist in the Second World War, has
joined the staff of the Nova Scotia Col-
lege of Art in Halifax. He teaches
painting and design.

Cdr. Beament is vice-president of the
Royal Canadian Academy and a bar-
rister. .

A recent visitor to Mational Defence Head-
quarters was the Rt. Rev. Ivor MNorris, DD,
Anglican Bishop of Brandon and Bishop Or-
dinary to the Canadian Armed Forces. He is
chairman of the Canadian Council of Churches
Committee on Chaplains Services. While in
Ottawa he called on Defence Minister Douglas
S. Harkness, the Chiefs of Staff and other goy-
ernment and military officials.

—

Frigates Tour
African Coast

The  frigates Fort Erie and New
Waterford arrived in mid-February at
Accra, Ghana, for a four-day visit dur-
ing which they participated in the
official opening of a Canada Trade Fair.

Since January 1, when the two war-
ships left Halifax on a two-month
training and goodwill cruise to West
Africa, they have visited Lagos, Ni-
geria, Dakar, Senegal, and Freetown,
Sierra Leone. While in Lagos officers
and men participated in the official
opening of another Canadian Trade
Fair.

The Fort Erie and New Waterford
left Freetown Friday after a six-day
visit during which officers and men
were kept occupied by a busy program
of activities. Highlights of the visit
were the witnessing of the ceremonial
guard changing at Government House,
entertainment of officers and men at
social functions by the Governor Gen-
eral, Sir Maurice Dorman and Lady
Dorman, and a game shoot arranged
and conducted by the 1st Royal Sierra
Leone Regiment.

Soccer and golf matches were played
against teams of the Royal Sierra Leone
Navy, Sierra Leone Regiment, Prince
of Wales School and the Cline Town
Club. Daily bus runs took the Cana-
dian sailors-to the picturesque Lumley
Beach for swimming and sunbathing.
The numerous beaches provided ample
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opportunity for the ships’ clearance
divers to put in many hours of practice
in the clear warm waters.

On the day of departure from Free-
town, the two ships were hosts to a
group of government officials, other
guests and members of the Sierra
Leone Navy, Army and Police Forces
for a ‘shop window” at sea during
which they gave a display of weapon
firing and transferred personnel from
one ship to the other by jackstay.

During the four-day stay in Lagos,
Nigeria, the frigates took part in the
official opening of the Canadian Trade
Fair, sponsored by the Department of
Trade and Commerce. A guard of
honour of 48 Canadian sailors, com-
manded by Lt. Jack Hannam, was
landed and inspected by Al Haji sir
Abubakar Tofara Balewa, Prime Mini-
ster of Nigeria, who officially opened
the fair.

One hundred Nigerian children from
welfare agencies were entertained by
the ships’ companies. The children en-
joyed games and were treated to ice
cream, cookies, milk and soft drinks.
Small souvenirs were given to the little
visitors. In return, and as a means of
saying, “Thank you,” the childen put on
a display of singing and dancing for
the benefit of the Canadian sailors.

The Canadian frigates were seen daily
by capacity crowds who stood on the
jetty roadside and by many thousands
who drove by in buses and cars.

Cdr. L. B, Jenson, commander of the
squadron and commanding officer of the
Fort Erie, and Lt.-Cdr. J. Wilkes in com-
mand of the New Waterford, made offi-
cial calls on T. LeM. Carter, Canadian
High Commissioner to Nigera, Sir Ade-
tokkumboh Ademola, Chief Justice of the
Federation of Nigeria, Hon. Waziri
Ibrahim, Minister of Economic Devel-
opment, Commodore A. R. Kennedy,
commanding the Royal Nigerian Navy,
and other Nigerian government and
business officials.

The ships’ companies took part in
sports against Nigerian soldiers and
sailors, were taken on guided tours,
visited beaches, museums and many
places of historic interest. A group of
Canadian sailors went by bus to Iba-
dan, the largest and most populated city
in West Africa, which is approximately
100 miles inland.

The RCN frigates were host to a
group of high government and diplo-
matic officials, Nigerian and Canadian
business men and over one hundred
Nigerian sailors and soldiers for “Op-
eration Shop Window”, during which
the guests were taken to sea and wit-
nessed an impressive display of Bofors
firing, anti-submarine mortar firing and
jackstay transfers.

Lt, Anwaor Chiazor Chiazol, Royal
Nigerian Navy, a graduate of the Uni-
versity Naval Training Division of the
University of Western Ontario, was
the liaison officer between the Nigerian

. and Canadian navies.
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“The cold wind doth blow,”—in this case the icy blast of twin propellers—as two chockmen cling to the deck with body, arms and legs to keep
the chocks wedged firmly against the wheels of a Tracker on the Bonaventure’s flight deck during Exercise Trapline last fall. (HS-66400-214)

OME TIME, Jack Arthur, Mr.
SCanadian Show Business, should
look in on a really big show on a big-
time stage. The pitch might go some-
thing like this:

“Mr. Showbiz, this one has just
about everything. The stage is a city
block long, at least 80 feet wide and
makes your spread at the Canadian
National ‘Ex’ look like a one-room
job in Greenwich Village.

“And that sound! Two, three kinds
of aircraft roaring and screeching.
Twenty or so guys dodging the jet
blast and propeller blades, jockeying
big planes right to the edge and park-
ing them closer than co-eds, up and
down with elevators, wind and prop-
wash pushing at chockmen. GOOD
action, Jack.

“Discipline on stage is terrific. One
character makes o booboo and he’s
hurt or he’s dead. Maybe others too.

Stage effects? Tremendous — rain,
snow, gales, near gales, fog, drenching
spray, sunshine smacking your eye-
balls. The deck gets icy or hot enough
to fry an egg. Costumes? Lighting? I
tell you, Jack, you gotta see it. What
a Show!”

In a way, the flight deck of the air-
craft carrier Bonaventure is a show, if
you're lucky enough to get to see it. No
actors can throw so much of themselves
into a part as the naval airmen, or AMs,
who hustle the aircraft up and down,
on and off the ship.

The razzle-dazzle flight deck activity
of a carrier is meat and drink to the
onlookers, Camera bugs (25 percent of
the ship’s company are home movie
fans) and even staunch destroyermen
are drawn to the spectacle. The naval
airmen call them “goofers”.

The carrier last fall spearheaded a .

task force into northern waters for an

anti-submarine exercise. Round-the-
clock flying was the feature of exercises
in Hudson Bay and Davis Strait, more
than 1,200 miles from the home port
of Halifax.

The naval airmen may work at a
phrenetic pace. Some launch a big
Tracker from the catapult, others direct
a second into place and a third “fly”
(team) is away to get one just landing
on. Fair game in fair weather but in
a snow squall a director in almost nil
visibility must have his full attention
focussed on the aircraft he is coaxing
into a deck park over the bows yet
keep precarious balance on the heav-
ing deck, feeling with one foot for the
edge of the abyss behind him,

While moving an aircraft aft, the deck
may suddenly ice up from sheets of
spray breaking over bow or quarter.
Add the big roll of the ship and disaster
is trying to break loose. The plane and
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the struggling AMs might, but never
do, go over the side. Life is measured in
minutes in the cruel northern seas.

Things quieten for the moment, the
airmen go pell mell into an almost
endless game of deck hockey whose
tactics would make Red Storey blow
his brains clean through his whistle. If
they can’t play this favourite form of
mayhem, they’ll drop almost in their
tracks to snooze on that hard, cold deck,
until another job gets them bounding
around the flat top.

They are versatile, driving all mobile
equipment including a Lorain crash
crane, standing by to fight the fires that
could threaten a carrier’s life, caring
meticulously for parachutes, dinghies
and other safety equipment, controlling
air traffic. One crew of them took down
a two-and-a-half-ton radar antenna for
repair and got it up again, at sea.

. 3
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A leading seaman naval airman can
put his hand to anything, boast his
chief petty officers.

The Bonaventure has 85 AMs, who
work in two watches, each lasting a bit
more than half of any 48-hour -period.
On duty, the longest of their five stints
is from midnight to dawn and the
shortest from 4 to 6 p.m. If flying is can-
celled, a watch is reduced to one sixth
in strength and the rest go to forenoon
cleaning stations or “make-and-mend”.

No lumberjack, no miner could be
prouder of his rugged job than these
healthy young men, who produce top
notch football and hockey players when
ship movements allow.

Lt.-Cdr. Vincent Greco, once the
most colourful of them all, told what
makes them tick:

“They have the spirit to work as a
unit and not as individuals. The low-
liest ordinary seaman is briefed. They
do an order instead of relaying it. The
drill, talking it up and competition with
the other watch are part of it. If they're
behind you they'll do anything: even
1lift the crash crane for you. .. somehow.

“But there’s a little something else
that gives them the extra push. Even
that lowly Ordinary Seaman knows
that the Captain or Commander Air or
the ‘goofers’ may have an eye on him
alone. It makes the difference.”

CPO Hugh Clark, aircraft controller,
described the life of a naval airman as

“long hours of sheer boredom inter- ~

rupted by moments of utter terror”.

Ldg. Sea. Jack Romsam described his
duties: mule driver for towing aircraft,
fire fighter, hook man, catapult crew-
man, lashings man. The chores vary
according to whether aircraft are land-
ing on, taking off, being moved, parked,
or in trouble. Being a leading seaman he
has more or less graduated from the
onerous job of chockman, but can and
does dive under an aircraft to wedge
the wheels to a timely half.

“] like this work in the fresh air
even though sometimes you get cheesed
off,” he said. “When we work, we work
like hell and when we play, we play
like hell. I can get right into a job and
work among the men and I prefer to.”

“It is rough work up there and in
all kinds of weather,” said CPO Randall
Higgins. “If you get wet on watch, you
stay wet until you're off watch.” He is
one of the few still in service who was
an aircraft controlman from his days
as an ordinary seaman onwards. Today
he is flight deck chief 1n charge of the
port watch.

During the recent northern opera-
tions, the AMs worked a modified three-
watch system. AB Russell Cameron
ticked off the clothing worn during. the
far northern exercise: helmet and
goggles, undershirt, sweater, workshirt,
lined working jacket, royal blue flight
deck sweater, jockey shorts, lined work
pants, heavy socks and suction-cup-soled
flight deck boots (resembling civvy de-
sert boots) or rubber sea boots if it’s
wet. Up in iceberg country, with cutting

It looks like confusion to the “goofers”” or onlookers, but every man sprinting across the Bonaventure’s flight deck knows to perfection “his role
in the drama of catapulting a Tracker anti-submarine aircraft. In the foreground a “fly" (flight deck :rew) clusters qround a ”mule“, wuning to
go into action. (HS-66400-129)
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winds and searing prop blasts, they
needed it all plus heavy leather mitts.

In addition to the normal run of
work, they must keep the many pas-
sageways in the island structure gleam-
ing and their own messdeck, which is
situated just beneath the flight deck,
in tip-top shape.

The flight deck officer and his two
assistants are pilots who are rotated
through this appointment. It adds noth-
ing to their professional status but they
find the job fascinating and the men
worthy. There is mutual respect. No
naval airman in his right mind would
essay that dangerous flying trade. No
pilot in his right mind would tackle
the equally dangerous airman’s work,

Naval airmen are not a distinet branch
in the service nor do they have their
own officers. At one time known as
aircraft controlmen, they were included
in the recent fleet-wide reshuffle of
trades. Renamed airmen, they were
given the responsibility of safety equip-
ment, but their favoured job, air con-
trolling in the Shearwater air station
tower ashore and to a lesser degree
in the carrier, would appear to be in
danger of passing to naval aircrewmen.

At one time a sailor could elect to be
an aircraft handler, Today, in the trade
re-organization still going on, he's most
likely to be selected. Ord. Sea, Douglas
Dewey was one of these on-the-job
trainees, who sat for his first written
trade exams in November.

Lt.-Cdr. Michael Langman, veteran of 21 years
of naval flying, makes a pre-flight check of his
Tracker aircraft. He was officer in charge of
the sea detachment of 880 Anti-Submarine
Squadron during far northern exercises last
fall. (HS-66400-115)

CPO Kenneth Day is air adminsitra-
tion chief for 105 air branch men in
the ship and co-ordination with squad-~
rons embarked. He and the other chiefs
feel naval airmen of today are as good
as aircraft controlmen of another day,

“They’ve got to be,” said Chief Day,
“since we must operate under very
close tolerances here.” Safety depends
on hustle on the flight deck, as always.

The AMs seem bigger than other
matelots, They're not really, but husky
constitutions and a certain flamboyant
bearing mark them apart from the rest
of the Navy. Illness is not so much
their lot but breaks and abrasions are,
because of their work. A hot meal at
midnight is an extra ration gain for
AMs who burn it off quickly enough.

“So there, Mr. Arthur, is this very
fine ‘property’. It should ought to get
to you like I mean it’s got to me,
Jack.

“Eh?—Well, yas, I'm glad you asked
me that question, Jack, uh, rilly glad.
“No girls.

“That’s right. Won’t even let’em on
board at sea and mnot too doggone
often in harbour.

“Yeah, it's been nice talking to
you, Jack. I take it yow’ll call me.
I don’t call you. Well, see you around
sometime, hey buddy? Hey?”

—H. C. W.

A custom-built diving vessel, YMT-11, was completed in January at Ferguson Industries, Pictou, N.S., for the Navy and begen lrmls off Halafux
She is B8’ by 20" by 4'9", with a speed of nearly 11 knots, can dive four men at a time to about 250 feei and is fitted with o ber

(HS-67277)
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Northern Christmas

There’s warmth in Canada’s bitter
sub-Arctic if you know where to look
for it—in the hearts of its people. A few
months ago an appeal was made by
welfare officials in Churchill, Manitoba,

.for homes where eight children could

be sheltered. Ldg. Sea. Harry S. Collins,
of HMCS Churchill, the naval radio
station, and his wife Dorothy answered
the appeal and found themselves the
foster parents of Joan, a two-year-old
Indian girl. The Collinses had been liv-
ing in tiny quarters and to assure the
child of proper surroundings and care,
they undertook the purchase of a pre-
fabricated home. It was here they cele-
brated Christmas with their (by then)
happy, responsive, chubby baby. Ldg.
Sea. Collins, who was born in Stratford
and joined the Navy in London, Ontario,
served not long ago on board HMCS
Sioux. (Photographs by Cd. Off. E. A.
Burke).




OFFICERS AND MEN

Supplies Sent
To West Indies

The RCN and the RN have combined
efforts to ensure that a donation of
badly needed supplies from children of
the Conveni of the Sacred Heart in
Halifax will arrive safely at a mission
near Grenada in the British West
Indies.

The convent students amassed 140
pounds of supplies and, since normal
shipping costs would use up all of the
money the children had collected for
promotion of mission work, the Flag
Officer Atlantic Coast was asked if a
warship would undertake the transport.

The supplies were destined for the
Madonna House Mission on Carriacou
Island near Grenada. Rev. Mother M,
Conroy of the Sacred Heart Convent, in
asking the Navy's help, stressed that
the island lay missionaries were in
“yvery poor” circumstances.

It developed that the RCN had no
ship scheduled to sail to Grenada from
Halifax. However, it was possible to
take the supplies as far as Bermuda.

The RCN Liaison Officer in Bermuda
reported that HMS Troubridge (frig-
ate) whose captain is Cdr. T. A. Q.
Grifiith, RN, would “be pleased” to take
them with him on departure January
22 from Bermuda.

The commanding officer of HMCS
Cape Scoit (Cdr. A. H, Rankin) mean-
while arranged with Mother Conroy for
the loading of the mission cargo on
board his mobile repair ship at Hali-
fax before sailing for Bermuda in mid-
January.

Art Lands New
Job for Seaman

A sailor with a natural talent in art

work has worked himself into a full
time job in the Weapons Division of the
Fleet School in Halifax.
Ldg. Sea. Hugh C. Wilson makes eye-
catching instructional aids in the school.
Educated in Toronto and Colborne

schools, he joined the Navy in 1953, .

meanwhile continuing to improve on
the doodling and drawing he had done
all through school.

Ldg. Sea. Wilson has served in the
cruiser Quebec, the frigate Lauzon, and
the" destroyer escorts Huron, 'Micmac
and St. Croix. He was in the Huron

The talents of Ldg. Sea. Hugh C. Wilsen, or-
dinarily used by the Navy to prepare in-
structional aids in the Weapons Division of the
Fleet School in Halifax are used here to estab-
lish the mood for the holiday season. (HS-67209)

when drafted last summer to the
Weapons Division as a writer, Someone
saw his drawing ability and shifted him
to the instructional aids section.

During the year-end festive season,
his chalk work adorned various black-
boards in the Weapons Division. His ink
and colour-pencil drawing of the pre-
war sail-training ship HMCS Venture
has been presented to the officer train-
ing establishment of that name on the
West Coast.

He is married to the former Mildred
Gay, of Halifax.

Ship Assists
Sea Rangers

The girls of Sea Ranger Ship Atha-
baskan, of Ottawa, were presented with
a cheque for $80 from the officers and
men of the destroyer escort after which
their group is named, January 29 in
Knox Presbyterian church, Ottawa.

Donated by the ship’s company of
HMCS Athabaskan, the money is to go
toward the purchase of a canoe for the
Sea Rangers.

The presentation was made "by Cdr.
Donald R. Saxon, a former commanding
officer of the Athabaskan mow serving
in Naval Headquarters, to Mrs. K. E.
Hall, skipper of SRS Athabaskan.

The Oitawa Sea Ranger crew visited
and toured the Athabaskan in Montreal
in November 1960 and it was at that
time that the ship “adopted” the nauti-
cal-minded group.

Cdr. Beckeit
Commands Cayuga

Lt.-Cdr. William M, Beckett has been
promoted to the rank of commander
and appointed in command of HMCS
Cayuga, destroyer escort based at Hali-
fax. He was previously officer in charge
of the Leadership School at Cornwallis.

Commission for
CPO Payeur

CPO Georges J. Payeur has been pro-
moted to the rank of commissioned offi-
cer. He entered the RCN at HMCS
Carleton, Ottawa naval division, in
1946. He served in naval shore estab-
lishments on both coasts and at sea in
the destoryer escorts Haida, Nootka and
Huron and the aircraft carriers Warrior
and Magnificent.

He is now on course in Cornwallis.

Officer Joins
College Staff

Cdr. Jacques P. Coté has been pro-
moted to that rank and  appointed to
le Collége Militaire Royal de Saint-
Jean, Saint-Jean, Que., as Vice-Com-
mandant and Officer Commanding
Cadet Wing. He had been serving on
the staff of the Director of Naval Plans
at Naval Headgquarters.

Second CD Clasp
Awarded to Two

Two more names have bega added to
that select list of officers and men who
hold the Second Clasp to the Canadian
Forces Decoration signifying 32 years
of service.

The two are Lt. G. A. Dufour, serv-
ing at HMCS Naden, and Lt.-Cdr.
(MAd) E. C. Harbord, on the staff of
the Commanding Officer Naval Di-
visions, Hamilton.

Ex-Naval Officer
Heads Institute

Dr. William N. English, a senior
marine scientist with the Defence Re-
search Board and a wartime RCNVR
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radar officer, has been appointed di-
rector of the $4,000,000 Bedford Institute
of Oceanography now under construc-
tion at Dartmouth, Nova Scotia,

Now deputy superintendent of the
Defence Research Board’s Pacific Naval
Laboratory at Esquimalt, Dr English
will assume his new post with the De-
partment of Mines and Technical Sur-
veys on April 15,

. The tall, sandy-haired physicist is
recognized as one of Canada’s foremost
authorities on marine physics and is
the author of papers and articles on
this and related subjects. He is an
honours Bachelor of Arts graduate in
mathematics and physics from the Uni-
versity of British Columbia and holds a
PhD in physics from the University
of California.

His rapid climb up the scientific
ladder since joining the National Re-
search Council’s Chalk River laboratory
as a research officer 13 years ago,
capped an impressive scholastic record
and naval career in the second World
War.

Going overseas early in the war on
loan to the Royal Navy, Dr. English
served aboard HMS Ajax for 17 months
as radar officer, participating in the
build-up and evacuation of Greece and
Crete, the Syrian campaign and naval
operations from Malta. He later took
part in the North African campalgn
and the relief of Malta as staff radar
officer to Rear-Admiral, Destroyers,
Eastern Mediterranean Theatre.

From May to September 1943, during
the naval build-up at Malta for the
invasion of Sicily, Dr. English was port
radar officer in charge of fifting and
maintenance of radar in ships of the
invasion fleet. -

For eight months in 1944, he was
staff radar officer at Naval Service
Headquarters, Ottawa, and in October
of that year was appointed Chief Radio
Engineering Officer, Halifax Command,
a post he held until his retirement a
year later with the rank of lieutenant-
commander.

Dr. English will have wide technical
and administrative responsibilities in
his new post which irnvolves a broad
range of marine activities at the Bed-
ford Institute which is expected to be

completed  and occupied early this -

summer.
As the institute’s director, Dr. English
will have charge of a planned initial
staff of some 300 oceanographers, hy-
drographers, submarine geologists, other
scientific personnel and supporting
staff. .
Dr. English has played an active part
in interdepartmental research activities
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Letters

Dear Sir:

As I am greatly interested in the
naval history of the Second World War,
particularly in the Battle of the Atlantic
and the ships involved on both sides.
I wonder if you would do me the favour
of publishing this request.

I am attempting to round up as many
photographs of U-boats as possible, and
it occurs to me that some of your
readers may have prints or negatives
which they would be willing to loan
or sell me.

When one considers that after VE-day
there were some 50 of these craft lining
the Foyle River at Londonderry, and
when one thinks of the scores of RCN
ships which must have passed them—
each with many a camera (however
illicit) aboard—it seems the foregoing
supposition should have some merit.

Actually, any negatives of ships
would be welcome, and anyone replying
has my assurance of their careful treat-
ment and quick return.

Yours most sincerely,

K. R. MACPHERSON
(Late Tel. S/O0, RCNVR)

79 Aldershot Cr.,
Willowdale, Ont.

Dear Sir:

I would be most grateful if someone
in the city of Halifax would allow me
to borrow some copies of The Crows-
nest previous to 1955. I wish to read
them and take down the negative
numbers of photos. I will take excellent
care of them and return them promptly.

If anyone can be so kind, please
write (or phone) me and 1 will pick
them up.

BARRIE MacLLEOD
2 Melrose Avenue,
Apt. No. 6,
Fairview,
Halifax, N.S.

on the Pacific Coast as a member of
the West Coast Research Ship Program
Committee since 1954 and in 1960 as
chairman. of the West Coast Working
Group of the Canadian Committee on
Oceanography.

Dr. English was born near Coleraine
in Northern Ireland, but came to Canada
while still an infant, He is married and
has three children.

" Subs May ‘Tall’

Via Periscopes

Submarines may soon see eye-to-eye
in the field of communications.

One of the problems facing subma-
rines has been a secure system of com-
municating with each other. According
to the Navy Times, of Washington, D.C.,
this is a problem which may be solved
by a new system said to be under de-
velopment by the Raytheon Co.

The newspaper refers to reports that
the company is developing a periscope-
to-periscope light-beam communica-
tions system which cannot be jammed
or detected by other than the intended
receiver.

The main disadvantage of such a Sys-
tem is that communicating submarines
will have to come to periscope depth
to use it. The range will necessarily be
short, ’

As things stand, submarines, while
submerged, can receive messages from
bowerful, long-wave radio stations but
have to poke aerials above the surface
to transmit. Underwater communication
has to be by sonar or, more crudely, by
hull-tapping. Neither system is exactly
secure,

USN Helicopter
Flies 210 MPH

A helicopter world speed record of
210.65 miles an hour is claimed for the
U.S. Navy’s HSS-2 Sea King, which
flew at that speed over a 19-kilometre
(11.81 miles) straight-line course. It
was the first time a helicopter had ex-
ceeded 200 miles an hour in an officially
sanctioned speed trial.

As well as breaking the speed record
held by Russia, the flight gave the USN
helicopter a sweep of the five major
helicopter speed records. It had earlier
established world speed records for
three, 100, 500 and 1,000 kilometres.

The HSS-2 is powered by twin
turbines.

Little Girl Sees
Trouble Ahead

Does a certain little girl in a south-
ern Ontario town figure she’s going to
have a war on her hands?

This is the letter she addressed to
Naval Headquarters:
Dear Sir:

I would like two aireraft carriers,
three battleships, two destroyer es-
corts, four sub-chasers and two sub-
marines. '

And three jet bombers.

Thank you.
Yours truly,
BETH K-~~~
Could it have been pictures she
wanted? ’




With this issue, The Crowsnest begins publication
of a three~part history of the Fairmile motor launches
in the service of the Royal Canadian Navy during
the Second World War., Much of this story has al-
ready appeared in the January 1962 issue of the
Canadian Geographical Journal, whose editor has
kindly consented to its re-publication here. Contrary
to usual proctice, however, this second wversion is
longer than the first, because it was felt that many
paragraphs excised from the original manuscript were
of “in service” interest, although of lesser appeal to
the general public,

The author of this historical sketch is Captain
Joseph A, Heenan, OBE, RD, CD, RCNR(Ret), who
can speak with an authoritative voice, if any one can,
on the story of the RCN’s Fairmiles. He was associated
with their operations from the beginning and
eventually became Captain (ML) in charge of the
fleet of little ships.

Captain Heenan was born at Newcastle-on-Tyne,
England, He commenced his sea career at the age of
15 as an apprentice in the four-masted barque Lyn-
ton of Liverpool, England.

In due course he obtained his square-rigged
Master’s Certificate, He served in all types of vessels
from sailing ships to liners and from submarines to
battleships, He has fought in both World Wars and
has circumnavigated the globe seven times.

Throughout the First World War he served with
the Royal Navy. For two and a half years he was en~
gaged in naval operations in the Red Sea and vicinity,
co~operating with the late Colonel T, E. Lawrence
(Lawrence of Arabia) in the capture of sea ports
bordering on the coast of Arabia. ’

He came to Canada in 1930 to join the Canadian
National Steamships, serving in all the well known
“Lady boats” of that time.

In 1937 he was appointed to the Civil Service of
Canada as Inspector of Subsidized Steamship Services
for the Dominion, at which time he transferred as a
commander, Royal Naval Reserve, to the Royal
Canadian Naval Reserve,

On September 4, 1939, he went on active service
and was appointed to Naval Service Headquarters,
In 1942 he was appointed to a sea command, HMCS
Provider, and that same yecar was promoted to the
rank of captain, RCNR, '

After the war he returned to Ottawa for duty
with the Department of Trade and Commerce, shortly
after being appointed Director of Trade Routes, Mail
Subsidies and Steamship Subventions. In 1947 he was
transferred to the newly created Canadian Maritime
Commission and served as Director of Subsidized
Steamship Services until his retirement in 1958. He
resides in Ottawa.

THE LITTLE SHIPS

Part One

HE EXPLOITS and
achievements of “the Lit-
tle Ships”, the Fairmiles
of the Royal Canadian
Navy during the Second
: World War, are little
known except by those who served in
them or were closely associated with
their operations, They were provided
for the protection of shipping in our
coastal waters, coastal defence and
many other related duties. However,
they were also called upon 1o operate
in waters further afield reaching from
Labrador to Bermuda and in the Carib-
bean Sea on duties often demanding
the highest degree of endurance in
both ships and men.

Nearly 17 years have passed since
the war in Europe ended. Time dims
memories, which are apt to become dis-
torted and confused, creating errors
and omissions. It is in tribute to the
officers and men of “the Little Fighting
Ships” that this endeavour is made to
tell their story for the first time.

My appointment as Captain (ML) on
May 6, 1943, which terminated in Janu-
ary 1945, embraced the responsibility
for the organization, maintenance,
training, operation and development
into a potent striking force of our
newly constructed Fairmiles, “B” Type,
or MLs (motor launches).

To the uninitiated the words “motor
launch” would convey just that, but
actually the Fairmiles were anti-sub-
marine vessels of unusual strength, en-
durance, seaworthiness and fighting
quality. They were designed in England

as anti-submarine vessels for coastal’

forces and their need and effi-
ciency had been fully demonstrated.
Early in the war it was decided to use
them in Canadian waters, whereupon
their plans and specifications were
made available for immediate construc-
tion in our smaller shipyards,

e

First of a series of three articles
by Captain Joseph A. Heenan
RCNR (Ret)

Built of double mahogany (diagon-
ally) with an eight-inch oak keel, 112
feet long and 18 feet wide, the boats
were powered with either two Hall
Scott engines of 635 horse-power each,
or two Sterling Admiral engines of 850
horse-power each, capable of driving
them at speeds of up to 20 and 24 knots
respectively. Fuel capacity of 2,320
gallons of 87 octane gasoline, gave a
range of about 400 to 1,000 miles, de-
pending on speed. Crew accommodation
for two or three officers and 14 men
was cramped but comfortable. Arma-
ment consisted of three 20mm Oerlikon
guns, mounted forward, aft and amid-
ships; two .303 machine-guns; one 9mm
Sten gun; two .303 rifles; three .45 re-
volvers; and 20 depth-charges of 300
Ibs each, including eight fitted for the
“Y” gun. Each boat was equipped with
sonar, radar and W/T. Sheathed for
operation in ice and displacing 100 tons,
they were indeed veritable ‘Little
Fighting Ships”.

IXTY-SEVEN Fairmiles were com-~
missioned between November 1941
and March 1944 for operation on the
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East Coast. They were built mostly in
yards on the Great Lakes and inland
waterways of Ontario, although seven
were launched at Weymouth, N.S. In
addition 14 Fairmiles were built on the
West Coast and did a most creditable
job in coastal defence operations. It is,
however, of those “Little Ships” en-
gaged on the East Coast that this story
is told.

The builders will recall those early
anxious days when time was so import-
ant. Rumours, only too true, of vessels
sunk by U-boats right inside our own
waters and with but few naval ships
to combat them, created an urgency
that caused them to bend their efforts
to the breaking point, culminating in
the finished ship and a job well done.
Later, slight modifications were made
to adapt the vessels to Canadian cli-
matic and operational conditions and
the armament was changed from a
three-pounder forward and a .5 Colt
machine-gun aft to three 20mm Oer-
likon guns.

During the fall of 1941 the first nine
MLs arrived at Halifax. However, the
major naval effort at that time was
the training of personnel and the best
possible disposition of every available
sailor for the manning of our newly
constructed corvettes and minesweep-
ers, so urgently needed for the pro-
tection of ocean convoys, upon which
the enemy was making constant attacks.

A portrait of the author, Captain J. A.
Heenan, RCNR, at Halifax in May 1945,

In this tense atmosphere, birth of the
“Little Ships” received little attention,
but it was an event of great importance
and no time was wasted in getting
them ready for action. Officers and men
were desperately needed, particularly
motor mechanics for training as en-
gineers to operate the internal com-
bustion engines of the MLs. Thus, the
winter of 1941-42 was mainly devoted
to intensive recruitment and training.

The year 1942 was filled with mem-
orable days. The enemy was pressing
hard in his increasing tempo of U-boat
attacks when it was difficult to provide
adequate protection for our shipping.

Enemy submarines reached deep in-
to the Gulf of St. Lawrence and on 12
May, U-553 fired two torpedoes into the
5,364-ton British freighter Nicoya just
12 miles off Cap des Rosiers on the
Gaspe Coast. Thus was the first ship
sunk in that vital waterway by enemy
action since the beginning of the
Second World War. Before the year
ended and the icy hand of winter
had closed the gate, 23 ships had been
torpedoed in the Gulf of St. Lawrence
and approaches, totalling 70,000 tons
sunk. In them 700 people perished by
explosion, drowning or exposure.

Three enemy submarines were the
attackers, U-553, U-517 and U-165.
There may have been others, but after
successfully avoiding several attacks by
ships and aircraft they all escaped. This
was indeed a serious blow and pre-
sented a great challenge to the Royal
Canadian Navy.

N 1942 our Navy was in the throes
of rapid expansion and every ship

as it became available was thrown into
the Battle of the Atlantic where the
loss in merchant ships and men was
staggering. In consequence our protec-
tion for shipping in the St. Lawrence

Three Halifax-based Fairmiles returning from trials. (HS-15252)
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HMCS Preserver, was based in 5t. John's, Newfoundland. (H-5870)

was sacrificed to the greater need and
consisted of but two corvettes, five
“Bangor” minesweepers and eight MLs,
a fraction of our strength but all that
could be spared.

It was later learned that U-517, hav-
ing expended all her torpedoes, bruised
and shaken by many attacks made upon
her, but with 31,100 tons of allied ship-
ping sunk to her credit nosed out of
the Gulf on October 5, and headed for
Lorient on the west coast of France.
However, her life was of short duration,
for on her mnext outward voyage she
was sunk off Cape Ortegal, in Novem-
ber 1942, by an Albacore aircraft from
HMS Victorious. Her commander, Lt.-
Cdr. Paul Hartwig, who survived, spoke
of his exploits in the St. Lawrence and
of his peaceful enjoyment and that of

his crew when the U-517 surfaced off
Metis, Quebec, and they listened to the
soft strains of sweet music wafted to
them across the still waters.

Thirty MLs were operational in 1942,
six stationed at Gaspe, two at Rimouski,
six at Sydney, eight at Halifax and
eight at St. John’s, Newfoundland, in
the care of their mother ship HMCS
Preserver.

MLs formed part of the escort force
for 30 convoys between Rimouski and
Sydney in fair weather and foul, also
of several convoys between St. John’s,
Newfoundland, and Sydney, N.S.

In addition to sinkings in the St.
Lawrence, where the MLs saved many
lives, ships were also plunging to the
bottom along the whole Atlantic and
Newfoundland coasts. On September 5,

HMCS Provider, the Fairmile mother ship; at Halifax in December 1942. She served as far afield as the West Indies and Bermuda, A sister ship,

1942, two ore ships, at anchor at
Wabana in Conception Bay, were tor-
pedoed and sunk by U-513; ML Q-078
rescued 15 survivors,

The MLs in the Newfoundland area,
relieved from convoy escort ‘duty, were
placed on the monotonous and often
gruelling anti-submarine patrols in the
approaches to St. John's, Botswood,
Lewisport, Wabana and Bay Bulls, fre-
quently encountering southeast gales,
blizzards, ice-floes and fog that would
strain the capabilities and endurance of
the staunchest ships and men. At Hali-
fax, continuous patrols of a submarine
detection loop system of harbour de-
fence were carried out under similar
conditions. Frequent depth-charge at-
tacks were made in all spheres of op-

HMCS Preserver, the St. John’s-based ML mother ship. (0-3006)
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Two of the Fairmiles were away refuelling when this picture was taken of the 72nd and 73rd ML flotillas at Boston on their way south to
the Caribbean. (CN-6213)

There is no certainty that a Fairmile of the RCN actually attacked a U-boat but their presence undoubtedly served as a deterrent and, if the oppor-
tunity had arisen, they could have killed, as this depth charge explosion testifies. (NP-1070)
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eration; although contacts were made
there appeared no real evidence of a
“Lkill”,

In those days we had little knowledge
of water temperature gradients and
their effect in distorting the range of
Asdic readings. The U-boals, however,
took full advantage of these oceanic
conditions and employed ingenious,
elusive tactics, even to hiding direcily
under the Sambro Light Vessel at the
entrance to Halifax harbour,

The year 1942 was the testing year
for the MLs; their strengths and de-
ficiencies were measured and assessed.
With the closing of the year, 15 new
MLs joined the Fleet. The winter
months of 1942-43 were used with re-
newed energy and determination to
prepare them for the U-boat challenge
in the Guif of St. Lawrence that would
surely come with the opening of navi-
gation in 1943.

EANWHILE, far to the south, in
M the Caribbean Sea, the enemy
were pressing home their submarine
attacks. Sinkings of precious oil tank-
ers, bauxite carriers and others were
growing daily, creating the very real
danger of a curtailment in our naval
operations that a shortage of fuel oil
would bring. In the closing months of
1942, of 20 tankers on the Panama-
Trinidad run, only one arrived; 19 were
torpedoed and sunk.

Admiral Oldendorf, United States
Navy, in command of the Caribbean

Area with headquarters at Trinidad,
was seeking all the assistance the
Royal Canadian Navy could give. At
this period, the United States Navy be-
ing heavily committed in the PPacific,
the number of escorts for coastal con-
voy protection was meagre, consisting
of a few destroyers, Coast Guard ves-
sels and smaller craft there were only
beginning to learn the art of convoy
protection and submarine destruction,
Six Canadian corvettes were sent, and
many will remember the success of
HMCS Oalkville, commanded by Lt.-Cdr,
C. A. King, DSO, DSC, when, on Aug-
ust 28, 1942, after a spirited action, she
sank the U-94 off the Island of Haiti,

Owing to the northern winter freeze
up restricling ML operations, it was
decided to send two flotillas of Fair-
miles to the Caribbean under the op-
erational command of their “mother
ship”, HMCS Provider, to remain for
the winter and return in April.

This story would not be complete
without some mention of the “mother
ships” of which there were two, con-
ceived by Rear-Admiral Roger E. S.
Bidwell, CBE, CD, RCN, (Retired),
then a commander and Director of Op-
erations at Naval Service Headquarters,
Ottawa.

HMC Ships Preserver and Provider
were built at Sorel, Quebec, by Marine
Industries Limited. The former was
commissioned July 11, 1942, by that
fine, redoubtable seaman, Captain B. L.
Johnson, DSO, RCNR, who remained

(]

Crowded quarters and primitive table ser\ricel in the mess on board a Fairmile.

Fresh fish was sometimes a dividend of a
Fairmile’s depth charge attack. (NP-1093)

in her until December 16, 1943. Her
subsequent captains were, Cdr. G.
Borrie, RD, RCNR, and Lt.-Cdr. H. C.
Walmesley, RCNR.

S ONE OF the original six com-

manders that formed the body of
NSHQ some days prior to Canada’s dec-
laration of war, my appointment as
captain of the Provider was received
with pride and elation, accompanied by
the pleasing knowledge of the change
and the opportunity of going down to
sea again to take a more active part
in the war.

HMCS Provider was commissioned at
Sorel on December 1, 1942, and with
some 60 uncompleted items, mostly
electrical, sailed for Halifax on the 4th
in urgent haste to avoid being frozen
in for the winter, which would have
cancelled our Caribbean mission on
which I had already been briefed. Many
will remember the early and severe
winter of 1942-43. When off Quebec we
made our first contact with Fairmiles.
Four of them en route to Halifax,
jammed in the rapidly thickening ice,
were released by the Provider and,
with a pat under their sterns, were
cheered on their way.

The Preserver and Provider were

‘sister ships with a length overall of

268.5 feet; breadth 43.1 feet; depth 20.2
feet; and draft 17.8 feet. Propelled by
iwin-screw Fairbanks-Morse Diesel en-
gines of 550 Brake horse-power each,
they achieved a full speed of nine knots
in calm weather. Of 2,367 gross tons
and dead weight of 3,400 tons, the
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Preserver and Provider were then the
largest vessels built in Canada flying
the White Ensign.

Built as base supply vessels and con-
structed as tankers, their unwarlike
appearance soon earned them the name
of “ugly ducklings”. They had capacity
for 681,000 gallons of gasoline or equi-
valent in bunker “C”, and a work shop
well equipped with modern machines
and tools. A deep hold, fitted with two
five-ton derricks, held stores, ML spare
engines with parts, and 500 depth-
charges. There was sufficient refrigera-
ting space for food stuffs to keep the
ships independent of the shore for six
months. Both vessels were fitted with
bow projecting cranes capable of lifting
an ML bodily out of the water, for
which special cradles were designed,
and with towing winches aft. Arma-
ment consisted of a 4-inch gun mounted
on a platform aft, Sten guns and rifles.

Accommodation included a small,
well-equipped hospital. The captain’s
quarters were on the level of the bridge,
below which were cabins to berth 19
officers; crew quarters were situated
aft, providing space for 94 men.

BOUT HALF the ship’s comple-
ment consisted of specialists in
A/S detection apparatus, ordnance,
radar and W/T, as well as carpenters,
blacksmiths, plumbers and a diver for
underwater work. Of all the experts
none had a more demanding or exact-
ing job than the fuelling officer. In
addition to looking after’ the ships’
tanks, he had the responsibility of’fuel-
ling each ML when she returned from
patrol or a mission accomplished and
in particular to see that all safety regu-
lations pertaining to the handling of
gasoline were strictly observed. The
danger of a flash explosion or fire was
ever present. Many of our heterogen-
eous crew had never been to sea be-
fore but, like thousands of their fellow-
men who had “joined the Navy”, they
rose with skill and fortitude to meet
every occasion.

HMCS Preserver was destined to
“mother” and control the operation of
MLs out of ports bordering the east
coast of Newfoundland and off Lab-
rador in the exposed area of the Straits
of Belle Isle with no protection other
than that afforded by the MLs, which
kept a continuous searching patrol last-
ing three and a half months during the
summer. The Provider was sent to the
Gulf of St. Lawrence and, further
afield, to the Caribbean and Bermuda.

In mid-December 1942 the 72nd and
73rd Flotillas, consisting of 12 MLs
left Halifax for Trinidad via Boston,
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Fog was something the Fairmiles had often to contend with, particularly in patrols of the

5t. Lawrence River and Gulf. (JT-505)

New York and other eastern seaports.
Adverse weather and maintenance diffi-
culties were encountered ~en route.
However, the 73rd arrived at Miami
on February 27, while the 72nd Flotilla,
arriving at Savannah, Georgia, in op-
erational distress and too late to take
part in the planned operations, was re-
turned to Halifax,

On this passage to the south the sea-
going qualities of the MLs were given
a gruelling test. For example, the 73rd
Flotilla when crossing the mouth of
the Bay of Fundy encountered a north-
easterly gale accompanied by snow
squalls reaching hurricane force. Visi-
bility was reduced to 200 yards and,
with ice forming heavily on their
superstructure and themselves being
tossed about like corks in a boiling
caldron, they had great difficulty in
keeping together but, battered and
bruised, arrived safely at Boston.

While repairs were being completed
time was not wasted. All officers and
men attended U.S. Navy instructional
classes to achieve closer co-operation
with U.S. naval forces yet to come. The
resourcefulness, determination and good
seamanship shown by Lt. J. G. Humph-
rey, RCNVR, the Senior Officer of this
flotilla, was rewarded when he arrived
at Miami with his “Little Ships” ready
for action.

In the meantime at Halifax engineers,
electricans, ship-yard labour and the
ship’s company, working against time,
completed all items left unfinished
when the Provider left Sorel. She was
ready for sea to join the MLs when
the next south-bound convoy was ready
to sail.

(A further instalment will
appear in an early
issue)



Many scenes familiar to RCN personnel will come to life in the new Mational Film Board television series, “Canada ot War", which will be
shown over the CBC network, commencing in April. Just such scenes are shown here: A depth charge attack, a convoy assembled in Bedford
Basin; Prime Minister Churchill coming on board the destroyer Assiniboine in Placentia Bay, and Canadian invasion craft heading for the coast
of Normandy. (GM-1416; NP-579; NF-008; GM-2257)

Canada at War

ANADA AT WAR, an actuality
C account of Canadians in battle
and on the home front during the
Second World War, has been completed
by the National Film Board of Canada.
This is a series of 13 half-hour films
which will be televised from coast to
coast on the CBC television network.

Stations on the English network will
start carrying the programs on Tuesday,
April 3, at 10:00 pm., Eastern Standard
Time. The French network will start
this series on Sunday, April 1, at 5.30
p.m. (EST). Because of difference in
time zones across Canada, local listings
should be consulted for the exact time
of telecast in each region.

For the National Film Board, this
was the biggest single documentary
ever undertaken. Canada at War took
three years of research and the editing
involved the viewing of 16,000,000 feet
of film, assembled from a variety of
sources. Although most of the footage
that finally went into the series was
taken by cameramen of Canada’s armed
forces, there is also a lot of action film
shot by the British, Americans, Rus-
sians, Germans and Japanese. Much of
the film had been suppressed by war-
time censors and some was captured
enemy film.

Millions of feet of war-time film were scanned
by National Film Board producer Stanley Clish
in preparing the 13 half-hour films that make
up “Canada ot War”, which will be seen on
the CBC ftelevision network, starting in early
April.
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The story of the war, with its ele-
ments of drama and some of the lighter
moments, is told in chronological order
as it happened at sea, on land, in the
air, and on the civilian and political
homefront.

“The Battle of the Atlantic has been
described as the longest, the most im-
portant, the most monotonous battle of
the war,” says NFB film producer
Stanley Clish. “We have concentrated
on telling the story of the RCN’s superb
contribution in that critical struggle.”

In this series of films, the war-time
role of the RCN is portrayed from its
rapid expansion at the outbreak,
through the increased responsibilities
that arose as the war progressed. Among
the Navy highlights are the convoys in
the Atlantic, escort of the North African
invasion, the Murmansk run, D-Day
landings in Normandy, MTBs in the
English channel and scenes from the
Pacific theatre of war.

For accuracy of facts, the National
Film Board crew producing Canade at
War was in constant consultation with
historians, including E. C. Russell, head
of the Naval Historical Section.

|
i
|
|

Here is the new telescopic helicopter hangar, conceived by the Department of Transport and

Telescopic Hangar
For Icebreakers

TELESCOPIC aluminum heli-
Acopter hangar, conceived by the
Department of Transport for use aboard
ships of the Canadian Coast Guard, was
demonstrated last fall before naval and
air representatives of a number of
western governments and officials of
aviation and marine industrial con-
cerns.

The demonstration, on board CCGS
C. D. Howe, at Quebec City, was ar-
ranged jointly by the Department of
Transport and the Department of De-
fence Production because of the world-
wide interest in the new hangar, a
number of which are already on Ca-
nadian Coast Guard vessels and have
successfully undergone rigorous duty
under service conditions.

Present to discuss the technical details
of the installation were Department of
Transport officials, who first evolved

produced by Dominion Aluminum Fabricating Limited of Canada, in use on board CCGS C. D. Howe.
Extended, it is 48 feet, six inches long; retracted it is nine feet, six inches long. It can be retracted
to permit a helicopter to land, and extended to enclose the aircraft in a few minutes. (Department

of Transport Photo)
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the idea of a telescopic hangar for ships,
representatives of the Defence Produc-
tion Department, and of Dominion Alu-
minum Fabricating Ltd., of Toronto,
who developed the design and put the
struetures into production.

First one to be built was installed
aboard the departmental icebreaker
CCGS Wolfe in early 1960. Since then,
four larger and further developed units
have been installed on CCG Ships
C. D. Howe, Camsell, Montcalm and
Sir Humphrey Gilbert. The department
will use similar hangars aboard ships
it now has under construction or in the
planning stages. The protection they
afford helicopters from the effects of
salt spray and sea air, and from cor-
rosive fumes from ships’ funnels, has
been found to result in substantial sav-
ings in aircraft maintenance costs. They
also permit more efficient maintenance
of aircraft in conditions of cold or bad
weather.

The hangars work on the principle
of a telescope, made up of six sections.
The one at the forward end is the
largest. It is in a fixed position and is
fitted with a heating system that warms
the opened-out structure. It also is
equipped as a workshop.

The other five sections can be teles-
coped into it, thus quickly converting
most of the hangar deck space into
landing deck. This reduces to a mini-
mum the amount of additional deck
space that must be available for flight
operations.

The telescoping sections move on
track and wheels, and are powered by
a push-button controlled, electrically-
driven winch. The whole structure is
designed for use in temperatures rang-
ing from the extreme heat of summer
to sub-zero winter conditions. It is
capable of withstanding hurricane wind
forces. When retracted it is nine feet, six
inches long; extended it is 48 feet, six
inches long.

The newer type hangar has a mini-
mum width inside of 15 feet, seven and
a quarter inches and a minimum width
outside of 20 feet. Minimum inside
height is 12 feet; outside height 13
feet, seven and a half inches.



AFLOAT AND ASHORE ;

ATLANTIC COMMAND
HMCS Stadacona

The first course of Trade Group II
hull mechanics to graduate on the
East Coast completed training on Feb-
ruary 2.

Seventeen members of the new hull
mechanic trade were subjected to 36
weeks' intensive training in the Fleet
School, Stadacona. All volunteer trans-
fers from the EM {rade, they are now
{aking their place in the Fleet as Trade
Group 11 Hull Mechanics.

The 36-week course involves 13
phases encompassing all aspects of the
irade specification. Three of the 17
graduates undertook a voluntary 14th
phase of diving in HMCS Granby—a
four-week course especially tailored for
the new trade.

These hull mechanics, with their
newly attained skills, should prove to
be a valuable asset to the ships in which
they serve. Their training has included
formal phases in academics, NBCD
(again tailored for the trade), arc and
acetyline welding, sheet metal work,
plumbing, blacksmithing, painting,
ships’ carpentering, ship’s husbandry
and construction—a formidable list to
be condensed into such a relatively
short period.

The course has emphasized a skill
of hand rather than a theoretical ap-
proach so that they will be excellent
material for the more qualified hull
technician to employ and direct.

Subsequent formal courses for TG3
and TG4 levels will be designed to ex-
pand their technical and theoretical
knowledge to produce informed and
competent hull technicians who will be
required to be equally of value at sea,
on an overseeing staff or in either of
the dockyards.

Leadership School
(Cornwallis)

On January 13 the Leadership School
once again swung into full operation as
officers of No. 61 divisional course and
petty officers of Nos, 118 and 119 lead-
ership courses commenced training.

A friendly rivaly exists between these
courses and competitive gymnastic and

A cheerful moment on the quarterdeck during the New Year's Day reception at HMCS Tecumseh,
the Calgary naval division. Pictured are Cdr. A. R. Smith, commanding officer of the division, and
Hon. Douglas S. Harkness, Minister of MNational Defence and MP for Calgary North, with Lt.-Cdr.
V. E. Schooley in the background. (RCNR Phota)

aquatic tabloids and basketball, volley-
ball and broomball tournaments are
frequently scheduled.

The former officer-in-charge, Lt.-Cdr.
W. M. Beckett, left the school to take
up his appointment in the rank of com-
mander in command of HMCS Cayuga.
His relief was Lt.-Cdr, D. M. Waters,
who joined on February 9.

Lt. Charles Doyle, training officer in
the school, was 1o leave on February
19 to take up his appointment at Ven-
ture for the pre-operations academic
course. His successor Lt. B. J. Van
Fleet, arrived in the school February 6.

Point Edward Naval Base

Cdr. James V. Steele, after three years
as Base Superintendent at Sydney, in
January was given a modified tradi-
tional send-off to retirement leave.

He proceeded through the main gate
of the base in a whaler, the boat itself
on the back of a trailer truck. Several
hundred civilian employees cheered him
away as four of his officers went

through the motions of pulling the
whaler. The reason for this land-based
ceremony—ice in the harbour.

Irish-born Cdr. Steele, who first went
to sea at the age of 15, transferred to
the RCN from the RN following the
war. He had been a commando and also
in a bomb and mine disposal unit. He
was awarded the George Medal for war
services.

In a column “Between the Lines” in

the Cape Breton Post of January 20,
there was the following:

“Not too many outsiders have made
such an impression and played such
an active role in community affairs
as has Cdr. J. V. Steele... Whenever
his talents and co-operation were
wanted, they were readily given. At
Louisbourg celebration, during the
Queen’s visit, and at Sydney's 1960
celebration, and in many other Cape
Breton projects, Cdr. Steele made a
fine and energetic contribution. A
true Cape Bretoner, even by adoption,
he will be missed.”
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NAVAL DIVISIONS
HMCS Montcalm

Former executive officer of HMCS
Montcalm, the Quebec City naval di-
vision, Lt. Marc de Goumois, RCNR
(Ret), has been appointed executive
assistant to Mines and Technical Sur-
veys Minister Jacques Flynn.

Lt. de Goumois, a 31-year-old Quebec
City lawyer, was in the active reserve
for more than 12 years, as UNTD cadet
and officer. A graduate of Laval Uni-
versity, who also studied at Queens and
Ottawa universities, he has been active
in club work in his home city. He re-
tired from the active list of the RCNR
in March 1961.

HMCS Carleton

Captain W. R. Inman, who was pro-
moted to his present rank at the be-
ginning of 1962, has been commanding
officer of Carleton, the Ottawa naval
division, since 1956. With this position
goes that of honorary aide-de-camp to

the Governor General. The command- .

ing officers of several other divisions
hold similar appointments but, being in
Ottawa, Captain Inman is called upon
to perform his duties on the vice-regal
staff more often than other reservists.
On the civilian side, he is an employee
of the federal government, being chief
chemist of the mineral sciences division
of the Department of Mines and Tech-~
nical Surveys.

To take his civil career first: Robert
Inman, after graduating from school in
his mnative Prince Edward Island,
carried on his scientific studies at Mount
Allison Academy, Sackville, N.B.,, and
Dalhousie University, Halifax, graduat-
ing Master of Science in 1936. He then
worked for the Department of Agricul-
ture, both in Ottawa and at Summer-
side, P.E.I. After the war, he joined
the Department of Mines and Resources
(as it then was) and settled in Ottawa.
He has recently been elected a Fellow
of the Royal Institute of Chemistry.

His naval career began in 1942 when
he entered the RCNVR at Charlotte-
town. He served in the corvettes Ri-
mouski and Morden on the North At-
lantic convoy routes. In the latter ship,
he was in the hard-fought action in
September 1943 when the U-boats came
back to the Atlantic armed with their
new acoustic torpedoes. HMCS St.
Croix, HM Ships Polyanthus and Itchen
and six merchantmen were sunk, but
so were three U-boats.

After qualifying as a “Big N” at HMS
‘Dryad, the Royal Navy's navigation
school (he was one of two RCNVR offi-
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Lt. James N. Walkey, right, veteran of 28 years service as officer and man in the Navy, swears
in his daughter Thayne as a medical nurse in the RCN at Halifax. On the left is Lt.-Cdr. A. T.
Love, RCN Area Recruiting Officer. Sub-Lt. Walkey trained at Hamilton General Hospital and is
now at the Canadian Forces Hospital, HMCS Stadacona, Halifax. Lt. Walkey is Staff Officer En-

gineering in the First Minesweeping Squadron at Halifax. (HS-67360)

~
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John Myers was recently attested in the RCNR as an ordinary seaman by Lt-Cdr. C. W.
Fleming, Staff Officer, HMCS Cabot, the St. John's, Newfoundland, naval division. Standing on the
right is the Area Officer Sea Cadets, Newfoundland, Lt.-Cdr. H. W. Myers, father of Ord. Sea. Myers,
who is a former sea cadet. (NFD-6488)

cers to do so) Lt. Inman was appointed
to HMS Campana, aircraft carrier, as
navigator. In this ship he took part in
the Murmansk convoys and strikes on
enemy shipping on the Norwegian coast
under Sir Rhoderick McGrigor, later

First Sea Lord. His last war-time sea
appointment was an executive officer
HMCS Restigouche, destroyer. Since
then he has been attached to Carleton
and has been to sea for naval training
almost every year.



SCIENCE AND THE NAVY

Communicalions
Setup Revised

First of six new destroyer escorts to
commission, HMCS Mackenzie intro-
duces several new ideas in communi-
cations and a number of items of new
equipment. She will join the fleet in
October 1962,

The most radical change is in com-
partment layout. Gone are the old
Message Centre, Radio One and Radio
Three; instead the Mackenzie has a
Communications Control Room, which
occupies the same area and includes
the majority of equipment now spread
through several compartments.

The CCR is designed to simplify mes-
sage handling and control of radio
equipment. In the new compartment
radiomen and signalmen work side by
side with a minimum of waste move-
ment and processing of messages. No
longer does the chief radioman have
to send a man to a distant compartment
to tune a transmitter; with the sole ex-
ception of the low frequency transmit-
ter, all sets are close at hand in the
CCR.

Modern equipment scheduled for
Mackenzie includes: Collins AN/URC
32 single sideband transceivers, RACAL
AN/URR 501A and AN/URR 502A
receivers, the AN/URA 17 frequency-
shift converter, and the AN/WRT 1 low
frequency transmitter.

The AN/URC 32 has been to sea ex-
tensively in the U.S. Navy and is an ex-
ceptional set in all respects. Although
designed for single sideband voice op-
eration, it retains compatibility with
normal AM sets and is capable of morse
and frequency shift keying as well.
When combined with the Marconi NT
203 broad band amplifier the AN/URC
32 will have a peak envelope power
of one kilowatt. The AN/WRT 1 LF

New Way to Foil
Magnetic Mine

Navy News, the monthly newspaper
of the Royal Navy and the Royal -
Naval Association, reports that the fol-
lowing appeared in a recent examina-
tion paper:

'The magnetic mine was soon over-
come by simply delousing the ship.”

The Collins AN/URC 32 single sideband trans-
ceiver, which will be installed in Mackenzie
class destroyer escorts. Communications equip-
men in these ships will be almost entirely
located in a single co ications control room,

(0-14192)

transmitter has also been tiried exten-
sively by the U.S. Navy.

The AN/URR 501A and AN/URR
502A are general purpose MF/HF and
VLF/LF receivers; they replace the old
CSR 5A and RAK receivers. Most com-
municators know ‘the MF/HF version,
which is standard equipment in the
shore radio stations.

A transistorized frequency shift con-
verter, the AN/URA 17 is designed for

frequency diversity radio teletypewriter
broadcast reception or single-channel
radio teletypewriter operation. In the
latter mode the AN/URA 17 can receive
two channels, It, too, is standard equip-
ment in the US Navy.

In addition fo the Mackenzie class
ships, the St. Laurent, Restigouche and
Algonquin class destroyer escorts, the
Bonaventure, the Cape class repair
ships, and the new tanker-supply ship,
Provider, are all scheduled to receive
the new equipment.

Still to come but unavailable for the
Mackenzie before her commissioning
are: an improved UHF system which
includes a common antenna and multi-
coupler, a broadband MF/HF common
transmitting antenna and coupler, fac-
simile recorders, and VHF-FM trans-
ceivers for communication with mer-
chant ships.

Completion of this large program will
be a giant stride forward in fleet com-
munication capability.—P.F.W.

Sharks Endanger
Night Swimmers

Swimming by night in a moonlit
tropical sea may sound alluring, but to
the shark it’s just a splendid opportun-
ity for a midnight snack.

Such a conclusion may be drawn from
figures compiled by the Shark Research
Panel of the American Institute of
Biological Sciences. The panel endeav-
ours to obtain accurate information on
reports of shark attacks anywhere in
the world, according to an article by
three of its members in Science, organ
of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science.

Figures show that most shark attacks
occurred during daylight hours and
especially between 11 am and 6 pm, the
peak hours for swimming. However, 5.7
percent occurred during hours of dark-
ness.

The authors are of the opinion that
the number of people in the water after
dark is significantly less than the
number in the water by daylight.

“If that is true, then it is more
dangerous to swim at night than in the
daytime,” the article states.

Part of the reason for this increased
danger, it is suggested, is that the swim-
mer is not able to see a shark in time
to escape from it or ward off an attack.
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‘Penguins’ of the Northern Seas

HE LATE James Thurber has told
T of a little girl’s criticism of a book
about penguins her teacher had made
her read: “This book told me more
about penguins than I wanted to know.”

Sad to say, this is likely to be the
reaction of many readers to Leslie M.
Tuck’s volume The Murres. The reason
for regret lies in the fact that the
author has done a thorough, satisfying
study of an interesting corner of bird-
dom—so thorough, with its tables and
maps and minute details, that many
who attempt to read it may be over-
whelmed. o

But what on earth or sea are murres?
This was the question that arose at once
in the reviewer’s mind and remained
only until a glance within the attractive
covers disclosed an old friend, thous-
ands of whose relatives he had seen
skimming the ice-strewn waters of the
North Atlantic. .

James Thurber’s anecdote is apropos
in another way. Theé murres (known to
the British as guillemots) fill the niche
in nature’s northern economy that the
penguins fill in the south.

Many years ago we thought we had
caught the celebrated French author,
Anatole France, in a profound error
of fact, for the later humanized birds
of his Penguin Island were described
as coming from the Arctic regions and
anyone knows that, except for the
Galapagos Islands, washed by the cold
Humboldt Current, penguins are only
found in the Antarctic.

The error arose from a careless skim-
ming of France’s preface to the book.
He clearly sets out there that “pin-
gouin” is the French name for birds of
the class “Alcidae”, of which the murre
is a member, and that the southern
flightless birds are known among his
countrymen as “manchots”. He con-
cedes that there may have been a mix-
up here and that the southern variety
has some claim to the name “pingouin”.

But back to the book: The murre,
unlike the penguin, is a reasonably ex-

pert flyer, which makes it, despite its .

erect posture ashore and its similar
staid colorization, an unsuitable occu-
pant of zoos.

Two varieties of murre, the common
and the thick-billed (the latter an in-
habitant of more northerly areas) are
dealt with by Mr., Tuck. He tells many
charming details of their lives on the
bleak cliffs of Labrador, Greenland and
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Siberia, of their “joy-flights”, of the
way the adults prevent the too-eager
young from plunging into bitter Arctic
seas and of how a murre chick, shiver-
ing in the northern wind, may seek the
warmth and comfort of the wings of
any nearby adult.

All sailors are aware of the disastrous
effect of oil pollution on seabirds and
Mr. Tuck deals with this problem, too.
A possible solution, he suggests, is a
requirement that ships carry equipment
to recover the oil from the water in the
bilges and burn it as fuel. The willing-
ness of man to pollute the clean, vast
ocean spaces leads one to wonder how
great is the gap between man and ape.

The Murres, it is indicated on the

cover, is the first volume of the Cana-

dian Wildlife Series, to be produced
under the auspices of the Department
of Northern Affairs and National Re-
sources, The project is a worthy one
and deserves the support of all inter-
ested in Canada’s wildlife afloat and
ashore.

The present volume is a delight to
the eye, amply illustrated with maps
and pictures, mostly in black and white,
but with one attractive scene of adults
and young in colour.—H.M.C.

The MURRES, by Leslie M. Tuck, pub-
lished by the Queen’s Printer, Ottawa 260
pages, with maps, tables and illustrations,
paper-back edition $2.50; also available in
hard covers,

AIR FORCE JOURNAL
1962 ESSAY CONTEST

The annual essay contest will again
be a feature of the 1962 edition of the
Air Force College Journal.

“In the past, Royal Canadian Navy
personnel have displayed a gratifying
interest in this contest and we hope
that this interest will continue,” said
Squadron Leader R. K. Acheson, editor
of the Journal, . k

The 1962 essay contest will be open
to any Canadian citizen. )

A prize of $250 will be awarded for
an unsolicited essay not longer than
5,000 words on a topic likely to stimu-
late thought on military matters, partic-
ularly those of interest to the RCAF.
The field thus includes strategy, oper-
ations, tiraining, logistics, personnel
administration, technical services, re-
search and production, social sciences,
and any other related field.

In addition to the prize-winning
essay, the judges may select a maximum
of two other essays worthy of honour-
able mention. Writers of these essays
will be awarded a secondary prize of
$100 each.

The authors of the winning and
honourable mention essays will also be
paid a professional fee if the essays are
published in the Journal.

The essays should be analytical or in-
terpretative and not merely expositions
or personal narratives. They are not
to contain classified information. Each
essay must be submitted in two copies,
typed and double spaced. Manuscripts
must reach the Editor, 4ir Force College
Journal, Armour Heights, Toronto 12,
Ontario, by May 2, 1962. All essays will
become the property of the Air Force
College Journal.

The board of directors of the Journal
will appoint the judges, whose decision
will be final. If no essay meets the
standard set by the judges, they have
the right to make no award of any kind.

“RANDOM MEMORIES”’
IN BOOKLET FORM

The series of articles, Random Mem-
ories, by Rear-Admiral R. E. S. Bidwell,
RCN (Ret), which appeared in The
Crowsnest last year, has been reprinted
in booklet form.

The booklet, which carries a foreword
by Vice-Admiral H. S, Rayner, Chief of
the Naval Staff, is illustrated with many
of the pictures which accompanied the
articles and is printed on high quality
book stock by the offset process.

Distribution is being handled for the
most part by the Naval Officer’s Asso-
ciations of Canada although the book-
lets are also available in the larger
naval canteens. Any profits from the
publication, which sells for 35 cents a
copy, are being donated by Admiral
Bidwell to the RCN Benevolent Fund.



Expert Rifle Shot Leaves RCNR

HERE IS an unusual photograph in

the family snapshot album of Mr,
and Mrs, Walter Burch, 1179 Lockley
Street, Victoria. Of pre-First World
War vintage, the photo is of an 18-
month-old baby boy with a toy rifle
clutched in his tiny hands,

You could say that CPO Walter
Burch has seldom put that rifle down
since he was a youngster. Shooting and
serving with the Royal Canadian Navy,
RCNVR and latterly RCNR have been
the main chapters in his life’s story.

The Navy chapter ended on Decem-
ber 31 when CPO Burch retired after
33 years service, For the officers and
especially the men of HMCS Malahat,
Victoria’s naval division, his retirement
means a great loss.

CPO Burch has served as Malahat's
coxswain almost from the time the di-
vision was formed in 1947 and hundreds
of young men have absorbed his words
of advice and encouragement as they
went through their initial training.

Some measure of the high regard in
which CPC Burch had been held came
at an emotion-filled evening guarters,
December 18 when the ship’s company
presented him with a valuable rifle to
mark his retirement.

A typical comment from one young
AB:
“The Chief? He's the greatest.”

A Dbit more formal but nevertheless as
sincere, was a statement from Cdr. W.
F. Walker, Malahat’s training com-
mander, who, like Chief Burch, was an
original member of the division:

“] know of no man who has done so
much for our division and who has
achieved such wonderful results. His
has truly been a great contribution.”

Only eight men and four officers
showed up when Captain Ronald Jack-
son put out a call for volunteers to
form the Malahat division at HMC
Dockyard. The division has grown to
include more than 200 men and wrens
and includes a reserve naval air squad-
ron and the University Naval Training
Division.

As coxswain, CPO Burch’s responsi-
bility has been to look after the ship’s
welfare, as well as serving as sort of
a liaison man between the ship and the
captain and a sounding board for many
of the men’s personal problems.

“Ask Chief Burch,” was a typical
reply to many a tough question. Usually
the Chief had the answer.

If the question had anything to do
with small arms, the Chief was sure
to have the answer. He made it his
business to know, looking after small
arms {raining in Malahat and coaching
the rifle team.

An expert shot himself, Chief Burch
has been a member of the Pacific Com-
mand RCN teams at Dominion shoots at
Ottawa and provincial shoots at Blair
Range at North Vancouver.

CPO Burch currently is a vice-presi-
dent of the Victoria and District Rifle
Association, a member of the British
Columbia Rifle Association and a life
member of the Pacific Coast Rifle As-
sociation. He has also served on the
council of the Dominion of Canada Rifle
Association.

“Shooting is a great pastime,” says
Chief Burch. “It’s one of the few truly
amateur sports left. In it, you're strictly
on your own.”

As could be expected, Chief Burch
spends plenty of time coaching young
marksmen. A prize pupil is his own
daughter, Pat, 20, who carries on the
family naval tradition as a member of
Malahat’s wrens division.

) CPO Woalter C. Burch, his wife Evelyn, son Barrie und daughter Pat, @ wren at HMCS Malahat,
admire the rifle that was presented to CPO Burch by officers, men and wrens of Victoria’s naval

“My Dbiggest moment in shooting
came when Pat won the Victoria
Trophy at the BCRA shoot two sum-
mers ago,” recalled CPO Burch.

CPO Burch started finding out about
the mysteries of shooting, strangely
enough, with an army outfit. He joined
the 10th Machine Gun Battalion in his
native Winnipeg at age 15 in 1926, then
transferred to the Fort Garry Horse
Militia.

Following the advice of an older
brother, CPO Burch joined the Winni-
peg naval division, a half company ‘it
was then, in 1929. He went on active
duty September 3, 1939, seven days
before Canada entered the Second
World War and took his discharge at
HMCS Naden in 1945.

“That September 3 was quite a day,”
recalled CPO Burch. “I was downtown
and a newsboy shouted out the head-
lines about war being declared in
Europe. 1 headed for the navy barracks
and phoned my mother to get my kit
packed.

“I was the first one at the barracks
and had to wait until somebody could
come along to unlock the door. I

reserve division on December 18, the occasion of CPO Burch’s retirement from the service. He had
served 33 years in the RCNVR, RCN and RCNR and had been Malahat’s coxswain since the division

was formed in 1947, (E-64636)
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phoned my flancée, arranged to get
married that afternoon and by eight
o’clock that night I was on a train
heading west for Esquimalt.

“Evelyn (his bride) followed about

10 days later and we were the first navy
couple to settle in this area. As a result,
many anxious mothers kept writing to
my wife to look out for their daughters
who soon followed us to the coast as
new navy wives. We soon had a large
circle of friends. Once they all got to-
gether and gave us a silver tray in ap-
preciation.”
" CPO Burch served on both coasts
during the war, on board corvettes and
a supply ship and also instructed in the
torpedo school at Naden.

After his discharge, CPO Burch took
a job in the dockyard in the ordnance
department and signed up with Mala-
hat in 1947. He went back into the RCN
during the Korean War of 1950-54 and
helped out with recruiting and running
the Malahat barracks, then at Moresby
House on Esquimalt Road.

He has been with Malahat ever since,
helping out when its headquarters were
on board the HMCS Sault Ste. Marie,
a minesweeper, and since it moved to
its present location on Wharf Street.

Chief Burch is employed as an am-
munition worker at the Rocky Point
naval armament depot.

Warning Given
Re Nylon Lines

Although the RCN's General Orders
advise seamen on the care of nylon
lines to prevent deterioration, they do
not tell sailors how to take care of
themselves when handling such lines.

According to an item in the Navy
Times, published in Washington, the
U.8. Navy's nylon mooring lines have
been behaving like giant rubber bands
because of their elasticity. The parting
of such a line under tension can be a
danger to bystanders and, accordingly,
the USN's Bureau of Ships has recom-
mended the following precautions:

“Lead the line around the cleat a
minimum number of turns but in such
a manner that it ecan be rendered
around the cleat to ease the strain
and prevent parting of the line.

“Handle a line under strain with two
men in series to minimize the number
of turns needed around the cleat while
still maintaining control of the line.

“Be sure that the nearest man han-
dling the line is at least four feet
from the cleat or capstan to provide
clearance if the line whips around
the cleat.

“Keep well clear of the line when
it is under strain. Particularly avoid
the unsafe practice of stepping on the
line to gauge tension.”
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The Story of the Young
Fisherman

The following editorial was con-
tributed to The Cornwallis Ensign by
a new entry seaman:

ARLY one morning, along the
E beach on the “Outer Banks” of
North Carolina, a young fisherman was
hastily making repairs to the tiller of
his fishing trawler. Looking forward to
the hectic day ahead of him, and real-
izing he was too late to join the re-
mainder of the fleet, which had already
set out to sea, he began cursing his boat.
His anger rose to a point where he
could no longer work efficiently and he
accidently broke a fine barometer that
was hanging close by the area in which
he was working. In a fit of passion he
grabbed a marlin spike that was lying
conveniently near his hand and drive it
through the panel which contained the
boat’s electrical harness. This ended his
hopes for a day’s catch and as he
walked toward his home along the
beach he swore that his trawler was the
most useless and worthless hulk that
had ever put to sea.

That evening all the fishermen con-
gregated in an inn near the beach and
discussed the day’s happenings. The
young fisherman who had had the mis-
fortune of missing the day’s work was
present and managed to enter an argu-
ment about the local fishing trawlers.
The man he argued with made the
mistake of insinuating that the young
fisherman’s boat left a great deal to be
desired and quickly found himself
prostrate on the deck. Like most decks,
this deck was horizontal.

The story of the fisherman is com-
parable to the life story of many of the
men who are in the Navy today. These
men are loyal enough and are ready to
defend the service they devote their
lives to. Yet loyalty must go beyond
this, It is of the utmost importance that
the men of the RCN realize that care-
less criticism on their part can under-
mine the hard-won prestige which the
Navy enjoys and deserves. Constructive
criticism directed intelligently to the
proper place will improve our Navy.
Careless criticism directed foolishly
to the ignorant will defame and other-
wise harm naval personnel and the
whole organization itself.

Truly, if an organization or service is
worth belonging to, which the Navy
most certainly is, it should be spoken
of with pride and honour. The people
who represent the service should always
maintain a high personal standard of
appearance and speech, be ready to
divulge the many fine points of the ser-
vice and be ready to help correct or
better or otherwise improve the service
when possible.

The RCN is a service made up of
human beings, which means that its or-
ganization, although subject to error,
has the advantage of having room for
improvement. The duty of the men in
the Navy is quite clearly defined. To
belong to the Navy means to obey with-
out hesitation any lawful commands
dictated by the Navy and to maintain
at all times the prestige and tradition
of which the Navy is justifiably proud.
—Ord. Sea. Stuart Braley, St. Laurent
Division
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Two Hoop Tiiles
For Stadacona

Stadacona cagers ran away with two
major basketball championships in mid-
December.

In their first tourney they won all
four games to take the ftri-service
basketball championship and three days
later they topped all eniries in the At-
lantic Command basketball meet three
games to none.

In the five-team entry for the iri-
service event Stad defeated three com-
petitors on the first day and then
downed Cornwallis 62-41 in the sudden
death final the next day. Teams entered
were: Stadacona, Cornwallis, Shear-
water, Fifth Escort Squadron and RCAF
Summerside.

Stadacona’s Rod Shoveller topped the
field in points getting 21 in the final
game, while Rick Cartwright paced
Cornwallis with 12 points.

In the other championship game
Stadacona took the Atlantic Command
crown after trouncing Fifth Escort
Squadron 77-36 in the finals. Teams in
the tourney were: Cornwallis, Bona-
venture, Shearwater, Stadacona and
Fifth Escort.

Football Trophy
Honours Player

A 1irophy donated to the Atlantic
Football Conference, “B” Section, by
the Royal Canadian Naval Air Station,
Shearwater, for the scoring champion-
ship has been called the “Bruce Walker
Trophy".

PO Bruce Walker is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Sydney Walker, of Guelph,
Ont., where he played two years of high
school football before going to the
Preston Hustlers of the Junior Ontario
Rugby Football Union.

In March 1951 Bruce joined the
Royal Canadian Navy at HMCS Star,
Hamilton naval division, and completed
his new entry training at HMCS Corn-
wallis, before going to Shearwater,
where he began his remarkable ten
years with the Shearwater Flyers.

In six and one-half seasons in the
now defunct Nova Scotia Football
League and three in the Atlantic Foot-
ball Conference, PO Walker has scored
a total of 321 points, In the 1957 season,

During the aircraft carrier Bonaventure's early December visit to Quonset Point, Rhode Island,
many of the ship’s company headed north along the coast to see an NHL hockey game in Boston.
Before the gume, several Bonaventure sailors had an opportunity of meeting the visiting New
York Rangers team. Shown here with the well known coach and star defenceman Doug Harvey
of the Rangers are, from left to right, Able Seamen Joseph Fortier, Jacque Jean, and Duke Abbott.
Harvey served in the RCN during the war. (BN 4442)

he became the co-holder of the league
scoring championship by scoring 114
points and in that Dominion Champion-
ship year scored a record 22 touchdowns
in 11 games.

PO Walker said his greatest thrill in
football came in 1957 when he scored
the touchdown that gave the Shear-
water Flyers the Dominion Intermedi-
ate Championship.

Shearwater Best
In Small-Bore Shoot

Shearwater took top honors in the
tri-service .22 rifle shoot at Stadacona
in mid-December posting a iwo-day
total of 1,562, against 1,546 for Stad.
Other team scores: Cornwallis 1,528,
Headquarters Eastern Command 1,518,
3rd Field Workshop, Camp Gagetown
1,512, RCAF Greenwood 1,509, Royal
Canadian Dragoons 1,450, and RCHA
1,426.

‘Dark Horse’ Rink
Sweeps Bonspiel

An unheralded rink skipped by Ldg.
Sea. Doug Amos of Naden scored the
first-ever clean sweep in the ninth

annual RCN Pacific Command bonspiel,
which came to an end January 4 at
Esquimalt Municipal Centre.

With AB Ed Tetreault as vice-skip,
Ldg-Sea. Gordie McMann at second and
Ldg-Sea. Denver Collins lead, Amos
won 10 straight games to win both
primary evenis and the grand aggre-
gate.

Amos’ rink defeated one skipped by
PO Wally Stubbs in the “A” primary
and then took a 13-end victory from
Sgt. Gordon McKay’s rink in “B” pri-
mary to win both the Six Mile House
and Yarrows trophies.

Stad Wins Hoop
Championship

Stadacona trimmed Cornwallis 62-41
in mid-December to win the tri-service
basketball tournament in the Sta-
dacona gymnasium. The host team went
through the two-day double knockout
tournament without a loss, earning
three victories the first day and their
final triumph on the next day. Shear-
water, the Fifth Escort Squadron, Corn-
wallis and RCAF Summerside were the
other teams entered. g
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Stad, with its three wins the first
day, gained a final berth and had to
wait for an opponent, which was de-
cided Saturday morning. In this contest
Cornwallis eliminated Shearwater 48-28
in a sudden death semi-final match.

Seaman Excels
At Figure Skatling

Ord. Sea. Grant Weston, aged 19, of
Shearwater, in January won the senior
competitions of the Halifax-Dartmouth
Bluenose Figure Skating Club, held in
the Halifax Forum. He is formely of
Hamilton.

Digby Ravens Win
Wright Trophy

Captain R. M. Steele, commanding
officer of Cornwallis, was on hand in
December to greet the Digby Ravens
hockey club and officially drop the puck
to open the series for the Wright trophy.

The Digby Club proved a little too
strong for the Cornwallis team and took
the series, and the trophy in three games
straight, 5-4, 11-9, and 5-4.

Judo Artists
Gain Brown Belt

AB Robert Moneypenny, of Stada-
cona, and LAC George Wesko, of RCAF
Greenwood, have been promoted to the
coveted Brown Belt rank in judo. After
this there is only the top honour of
Black Belt to achieve.

AB Moneypenny, who weighs in at
a mere 150 pounds, started only 11
months ago and in this short time, with
lightning footwork and relentless at-
tacks, has piled up one of the most
impressive records in Nova Scotia judo
history.

In his nearly 20 bouts he has upset
stronger, bigger and more experienced
men and taken only three defeats, two
at the hands of Black Belts and one by
a 245-pound giant, Don Beaverstock, of
Greenwood.

Shearwater Wins
Four Sports Titles

Shearwater has won four of the
six Atlantic Command sports titles up
for competition in the winter months
and Stadacona the other two. Three
of the Flyer’s victories were posted on
the same day.

The air station athletes in January
won the command bowling, badminton,
rifle shooting and squash honours, while
Stadacona picked up the basketball title
in December and the hockey award in
January.
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Cdr. Mark W. Mayo fires the first shot to open the house league of the RCN Atlantic Command
Handgun Club in the dockyard drill shed at Halifax. Cdr. Mayo, officer-in-charge of the Operations
Division of the Fleet School in Halifax, is honorary president of the young but thriving Mavy Club.
(H5-67313)

The next command titles to go on the
block will be those for water polo and
volleyball in March and curling and
boxing in April.

Shearwater “A” on January 6 took
its third consecutive five-pin bowling
championship on home alleys with a
final point total of 31. Stadacona “A”
and Fifth Escort Squadron “A” followed
with 25 and 213%.

Shearwater won the command small
bore rifle championship that same day
with a team score “of 1,156 out of a
possible 1,200. Stadacona “A” (1,147)
and Cornwallis (1,139) were second and
third.

The air station also emerged victor
with 22 points on the same Saturady
to wind up the two-day badminton
tournament. Stad was second with 12
points and ships third with eight.

A week later, Shearwater took the
squash title with 54 points. Ships fin-
ished second with 36 and Stad had 33.

West Coast Rugger
Gains Impetus

West Coast rugger was considerably
strengthened this season by the per-
formances of the senior and inter-
mediate Naval Apprentice XVs.

Both teams have come on well, a
tribute to past years of coaching and
experience under coach-manager Lt.-
Cdr. D. B. Perrins and Lt.-Cdr. D, J.
Williams. Though they still lack some

of the power and iinesse of older out-
fits, shoreside teams are taking them
much more seriously these days.

With an eye to the future, many
apprentices at Naden have been taught
the game and their spirit, fitness and
sportsmanship augur well for the
future.

Apprentices End up
With Sailing Trophy

Technical Apprentices Sailing Club,
Naden, has retained the RCN Technical
Apprentices Invitational Sailing trophy
after defeating the RCE Sapper Ap-
prentices Club from Camp Chilliwack
in late November.

The sappers earlier held the trophy
but lost it to the Naden apprentices in
August.

Western Golfers
Have Good Season

The RCN Golf Association on the
West Coast wound up a successful 1961
season in December with a dance and
prize presentation. Rear-Admiral E, W.
Finch-Noyes, Flag Officer Pacific Coast,
presented the trophies for the three
major tournaments of the year.

The new executive for the 1962 season
was named with Cdr. H. A. Shenker as
president; PO Rod Bolt, vice-president;
CPO Denny Mann, team captain; CPO
Morley Vollett, secretary, and CPO Cy
Mann,, publicity.



RETIREMENTS

CPO WILLIAM MORRIS BENNETT, C2RS4,
of Saskatoon, Sask.; joined January 27, 1941;
served in Naden, Howe Sound, Canfisco,
Chatham, Givenchy, Stadacong, St. Croix,
St. Hyacinthe, Mulgrave, Niobe, Peregrine,
Scotian, Coverdale, Gloucester, Cornwallis,
Bytown, Frobisher naval radio station,
Churchill, Masset naval radio station, Dis-~
covery; awarded CD; retired January 26,
1962,

CPO ALEXANDER BURNS, CIBN4, of
Hamilton, Ont.; joined January 5, 1937;
served in Stadacona, Saguenay, HMS Excel-
tent, HMS Victory, Assiniboine, DEMS Bra-
ganza, St. Laurent, St. Clair, Cornwallis,
Niobe, Jamaica, Peregrine, Givenchy, Mic~
mac, Prevost, Nootka, La Hulloise, Algon-
quin, Labrador, Loon, Star, York; awarded
RCN Long Service & Good Conduct Medal;
retired January 10, 1962,

CPO ERLAND HUGH GRANT, C1BN4, of
Ottawa, Ont.; joihed RCNVR May 14, 1940,
transferred to RCN November 18, 1946;
served in Ottawa division, Stadacona, Vison,

Cornwallis, Niobe (Tribal 1), Uganda,
Naden, + Carleton, Scotian, Wallaceburg,
Nootka, HMS Excellent, Niobe, Granby,
Ottawa, . Cataraqui, Bytown; Awarded

Czechoslovak Medal of Valour 1939, Royal
Humane Society Certificate, and CD; retired
January 2, 1962.

CPO HERBERT WILLIAM FOREMAN,
C2ER4, of Ronningdale, Sask.; joined March
24, 1941; served in Naden, Stadacona, Al-
goma, Awvalon, HMS Broadway, Rimouski,
HMS Mansfield, Hochelaga II, Wallaceburg,

Chaleur II, Fort Erie, Peregrine, Ottawa,
Cornwallis, Iroquois, Scotian, Coverdale,
Givenchy, Charlottetown II, Nootka, La

Hulloise, Haida, New Liskeard, Algonquin,
Whitethroat, Labrador, Gatineau; awarded
CD; retired January 10, 1962,

CPO HENRY JAMES, CIET4, of Imming-
ham, Lincolnshire, England; joined January
11, 1937; served in Stadacona, Saguenay, St.
Francis, Cornwallis, Niobe, Iroquois, Mag-
nificent, Huron, Nootka, Crusader; awarded
Mention in Despatches, RCN Long Service
& Good Conduct Medal; retired January 9,
1962.

CPO HENRY JOSEPH JOHNS, C2CK3, of
Wetaskiwan, Alberta; joined RCNVR Sep-
tember 13, 1939, transferred to RCN April

15, 1941; served in Edmonton division,
Naden, Armentieres, Norsal, Prince Albert,
Givenchy, Peregrine, Stedacona, Uganda,
Cayuge, Athabaskan, Royal Roads, Sioux,
Athabaskan, Churchill, Ottawa; awarded
CD; retired January 17, 1962.

CPO STANLEY ALVAN JOHNSTON,

C2CM4, of Markdale, Ontario; joined RCNVR
November 20, 1940, transferred to RCN Sep-
tember 2. 1947; served in Stadacona, St
Hyacinthe, Hochelaga, Peterborough, Pere-
grine, Queen, Naden, Ontario, Athabaskan,
Royal Roads, St. Laurent; awarded CD; re-
tired January 20, 1962.

PO JOSEPH ALPHONSE FERNAND LE-
PAGE, P1WS2, of Quebec City; served in
RCNVR September 25, 1939-June 12, 1945,
joined RCN March 8, 1946; served in Quebec
division, Stadacona, Skeena, Avalon, Corn-

wallis, Burlington, Peregrine, Protector,
Montcalm, Scotian, New Liskeard, Veraine,
Iroquois, La Hulloise, Quebec, D’Iberville,
Haida, Fort Erie, Cayuga, Donnacona;
awarded CD; retired January 31, 1962,

PO ALLAN FRANK McDONNELL, P1AT4,
of Vancouver; joined RCNVR January 5,
1942, transferred to RCN May 30, 1944, served
in Discovery, Naden, Stadacona, Wetaslki-
win, Avalon, Peregrine, Niobe, HMS Kestrel,
HMS Gadwall, HMS Condor, HMS Pintail,
HMS Owl, Warrior, RCNAS Dartmouth,
Niobe, RNAS Worthy Down, Shearwater,
Corrnwallis, Shearwater (30 CAG), Magnifi-
cent (30 CAG), Shearwater (1 TAG), Shear~
water (V X10), Malahat (VCH22), Naden,

(VU33); awarded CD; retired January 4,
1962,
CPO JAN DANIEL MacKENZIE, C1ER4,

of Waterside, Picton, N.S.; joined RCNVR
April 3, 1940-April 21, 1947, transferred in
RCN November 30, 1948; served in Stada-
cona, Assiniboine, Ettrick, Peregrine, Niobe,
Cornwallis, Qu’Appelle, Iroquois, Haida,
Scotian, Naden, Magnificent, La Hulloise,
Huron, Algonquin, Ottawa; awarded Mention
in Despatches (Jan. 1, 1945), CD; retired
January 17, 1962.

CPO EWEN ARCHIBALD MOORE, C1W§4,
of Heisler, Alberta; joined January 1, 1937,
served in Naden, Fraser, Stadacona, Prince
Henry, Givenchy, Burrard, Cornwallis, HMS
Hoste, Niobe, Loch Alvie, Peregrine, HMS
Excellent, Athabaskan, Ontario, Quebec,
Donnacona, Star, St. Laurent; awarded LS &
GC Medal; retired January 7, 1962.

CPO . STANLEY PARK REID, C1BN4, of
Aberdeen, Scotland; served in RCNVR
October 20, 1930-June 2, 1933-October 1, 1934,
transferred to RCN January 15, 1942, served
in Calgary division, Naden, Nootka, Stada-
cona, Venture, Sambro, Provider, Givenchy,

HMS Puncher, Peregrine, Rockcliffe, Corn-
wallis, Ontario; awarded CDj; retired Janu-~
ary 9, 1962,

CPO DAVID EDWARD RIMMER, C2ER4,
of Toronto, Ontario; served in RCNVR
February 5, 1934-June 5, 1938; joined RCN
June 6, 1938, served in Naden, Armentieres,
Ottawa, Nootka, Stadacona, Cobalt, Naden,
Malaspina, Outarde, Guysborough, Hunter,
Nipigon, Peregrine, Scotian, Saint John,
Border Cities, Uganda, Ontario, Roclkcliffe,
Cayuga, Rockcliffe, Cornwallis, Griffon,
Brockville, Sioux, Athabasican, Cape Breton;
awarded CD and 1st clasp; retired January,
15, 1962,

CPO GORDON ARTHUR SEARS, CI1BN34,
of Saskatoon, Sask.; joined March 1, 1937;
served in Naden, Skeena, St. Laurent, Stada-
cona, Arras, St, Clair, Ottawa, Summerside,
Hochelaga, @ 098, Sackwville, Cornwallis,
Hochelaga, Avalon, Royal Mount, Peregrine,
Scotian, Iroquois, Warrior, Magnificent,
Hunter, Whitethroat, Huron, Shearwater,
(HSL 208), Algonquin, Columbia; awarded
CD and 1st clasp; retired January 1, 1962.

CPO MURRAY GARNET SELLON, C1VS3,
of Halifax, N.S.; joined January 27, 1941;
served in Naden, Givenchy, Cougar, Stada-
cona, Venture, Chambly, Avalon, Qu’Appelle,
Sioux, Royal Roads, Iroguois, Haida, St.
Stephen, Huron, Niobe 1II, Bonaventure,
Cornwallis, Shearwater; awarded CD; retired
January 26, 1962,

CPO JAMES STANLEY SINCLAIR, C2BN4,
of Port Alberni, B.C.; joined January 15,
1940; served in Naden, Stadacona, Assini-
boine, Cobalt, Suderoy IV, Givenchy, New
Glasgow, Miramichi, Ontario, Cornwallis,
Venture, Jonquiere; awarded CD; retired
January 1, 1962.

CPO AUSTIN DOUGLAS SINGER, C1lRR4,
of North Noel Rd, Hants Co., N.S.; joined
RCNVR January 27, 1941; {ransferred to
RCN September 9, 1943; served in Stadacona,
Signal School, Restigouche, Montreal, Corn-
wallis, Magnificent, Niagara, Bonaventure;
awarded CD; retired January 26, 1962.

CPO JOSEPH ROLAND TURCOTTE,
C2F'C4, of Swift Current, Sask.; joined Janu-

ary 27, 1941; served in Naden, Stadacona,
Assiniboine, Hochelaga, Calgary, Niobe,
Saint John, Zoarces, Peregrine, Ontario,

Uganda, Cayuga, Cornwallis, HMS Excellent,
Micmac, Bonaventure; awarded CD; retired
January 26, 1962.

CPO THOMAS GARNONS WILLIAMS,
C18T4, of Medicine Hat, Alberta; joined
January 27, 1941; served in Naden, Malaspina,
RNO Port Arthur, Sault Ste. Marie, Stada-
cond, Niobe, HMS Battler, Crusader, Given-
chy, Chatham, Cayuga, Cornwallis, Ontario,
Jonquiere, Sioux, Crescent, Hochelaga;
awarded CD; retired January 26, 1962.

CPO ROBERT ARTHUR WILLIAMSON,
Cl1ER4, of Salt Springs, N.S.; joined RCNVR
January 21, 1942, transferred to RCN Sep-
tember 14, 1945; served in Montcalm, Naden,
Stadacona, Niobe, Iroquois, Huromn, Saskat-
chewan, Cornwallis, Peregrine, Qu’Appelle,
Nootka, La Hulloise, Haida, Micmac, Quebec,
Fort Erie; awarded CD; retired January 20,
1962,
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LOWER DECK PROMOTIONS

Following are lists of men selected by

for promotion.
selections are subject to con-

firmation by the RCN Depot and the
concurrence of the commanding officer
in each case. The effective date of pro-
motion is December 1, 1961. Names are
grouped according to trade.

Atlantic Command

For Promotion to Chief Petty

C2WS4
C2FC4
C2wU4
C2wU4
C2WU4
C23N4
C28N4
C2RP4
C2RP4
C2RP4
C2RM4
C2R84
C2ER4
C2ER4
C2ER4
C2ER4
C2ER4
C2ET4
C2LT4
C2HT4
C2NA4
C2AM4
C28T4

Officer First Class

J.Jamieson........cciiiiniene 3771-H
G.A.Lauder...............onntn 3115-H
W. G. Sanderson.................. 4924-H
D. A. Newman..

W R.Dutchak.............0vuns 5074~
E.LEKelly........coiviivvrvnnn, 50432-H

For Promotion to Chief Petty

P1BN4
P1BN3
P1wWs4
P1WS3
P1FC4
P1WU4
P1WU3
P1WU4
P1WU4
P15N4
P1SN4
P1SN4
P1SN4
P1SN4
P1RP4
P1RP4
P1IRP4
P1RP4
P18G3
P1IRS4
P1RS4
P1RS4
P1RS4
P1RS4
P1ER4
P1ER4
P1ER4
P1ER4
P1ER4
P1ER4
P1ET4
P1ET4
P1ET4
P1WA4
P1AT4

Officer Second Class

P. 7

G H.8haw...............ovnvin, 5868-H
M.D.Jones...........oovinanun 12012-H
H A Chase..................... 11661-H
W.C.Duffy...........coovevintn 7246-H
J.F.Connors.........cooevnunnnns 55569-H
V.F.Donnait.................... 10814-H
N.E. Switzer.........covvevun.n. 11915-H
J.E. Watson.........covevnnnnnn. 11768-H
W.R.Easton...........covvvnvn.. 7395-H
W.LJoynb........ooiviaii 7281-H
R.F.Horneastle.................. 6914-H
G. A. Kekewich.............ooovt 6692-H
D.J. Tracey..occcveeeeeininnnnn. 11312-H
LE Rogers..........c..ivnnnn. 12553-H
K.D.Gallagher.................. 11675-H
O.E. Levasseur., ............c.o.u.. 7681-E
N.A Gould...........ovvvivnnn 10279-E
H.O.Hansen..........ocovevennnn 6657-15
R.Collin..........ooviiinnnnnn, 8837-H
JHurdle............oovviennnn 22483-H
R.JDuncan............oovvvnnn 7030-H
R.L Morse....ooovvvvinveneninn 22339-H
R.J.Dunbar.................... 11412-H
R.W.Godman..............covvtn 22869~
F.R. Thompson................... 5110-H
J.P.Dussault............oonvenn 14020-H
R.J. Chandler................... 11957-H
J.

J.
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P1EA4 W. Misiurak..

P1RA4 R. V. Potter

PIPW3 A.B. Mitchell................... 16814-H
PINS3 G.G. Tough..................... 51555-H
PICD4 V. N.Melanson..........c........ 5482-H

For Promotion to Chief Petty
Officer First Class

P2BN3 R. A.Robertson.................., 6726-H
P2BN3 E. A.Muise.....oovivvennnenenn. 13727-H
P2WB3 K. H.Kirk,.........ccoovvvuinn.. 10202-H
P2WS3 W.J. Dawson.................... 15865-H
P2FC3 J. J.OReilly...........c..o.... 13126-H
P2FC3 C.F.Gri

P2FC4 A.J. Black

P2FC4¢ G. N.

P2FC3 W.T.

P2WU4 J. Wy

P2WU3 K. J. Shea

P2SN4 J. D. Howlett

P28SN3 J. H. Montgomery

P2SN3 D.R.Pushie..................... 12677-H
P28N3 R.L.Lake...................... 16244-H
P28N3 P.P.Sinderly.................... 32971-H
P2RP3 H. C. Crockett....... [ 14537-H
P28G3 E.P.Tracey..................... 23356-H
P28G3 B.G.Sullivan.................... 12353-H
P2SG3 M. JHunb...................... 16539-H
P28G3 T.L.Sullivan.................... 19525-H
P2ZRM3 S. W.Hall....................... 11389-H
P2RM3 R. E. Tofflemire................... 9536-H
P2RS3 W.B. Westran.................... 9329-E
P2RS3 V.D.Veinot..................... 12211-H
P2RS3 J.R.Belleville.................... 9039-H
P2RS3 R.T.Smith..................... 11395-H
P2R83 P.R.Gilson,.................... 15826-H
P2RS3 B.H.Pirt........... ... ... 7730-E
P2R83 T.J. Kennealy................... 16938-E
P2RH3 T.D.Whalley.................... 8996-H
P2ER4 J. V. Dewhirst.................... 9547-H
P2ER4 R.J.Devlin...............co0ve 27673-H
P2ER4 D. S, Glover.......... Vs 11942-H
P2ER4 T.R.Howell..................... 23268-H
P2ER4 R.J. Hebert..................... .8939-H
P2ER4 R.W.Crossan................... 14457-H
P2ER4 J. A. Alexander. ................. 11999-H
P2ER4 R.D.Shields..................... 9126-H
P2ER4 W.D. McRitehie................. 30350-H
P2ER4 8.8. Henderson ................... 9064-H
P2ER4 R.C.

P2ER4 O. H.

P2ER4 8. F.

P2ET4 .T.L.Li

P2ET4 E.R.

P2LT4 C.S.

P2LT4 G.J.

P2LT4 A. M.

P2HT4 R.J.Ferrand.................... 29999-H

Save My Child

Announcement of the promotion of
Commodore Stuart E, Paddon to that
rank in the RCN caused no small stir
in Halifax in January.

The story appearing in the January
3 edition of a Halifax newspaper
identified him properly as Director
General of Fighting Equipment but
the heavy two-column headline said:

‘Top Fire-Fighter
Named Commodore”.

P2WA3
P2NA3
P2NA3
P2NA3
P2AT3

P2AT4

P2RA3
P2CK3
P2CK3
P2CK3
P2CK3
P2CK3
P23W3
P2MA4
P2LA3

P2MO3

K.

Ww.

A,

M.

N, H. Carroll.........oovvveenn e, 7125-H
JoG.Giroux...........ooveei..., 50175-H
R. E. Heerebout.................. 16913-H
J. F. Patenaude.................. 51904-H
E.G Guise:..........cooivinnnunn, 7351-H
R. P. McLaughlin................ 12020-H
D. P, Crmg ...................... 12149-H
E.O.Guest.........oooivniienna... 5177-H
J. G. Bourque .................... 40996-H
W. H. Taylor

R.J.

w. J.

Pacific Command

For Promotion to Petty Officer

Caws4
C2FC4
C2WU4
C28G4
C2ER4
C2ER4
Cca2CM4

First Class

N.C.Tapping................... 51732-E
R. Williams.................,..... 3010-E
M. A Meikle..................... 4613-E
G.H.Mannix...........o00vvnnnnn 4760-E
H. Jewsbury..................,... 22120-E
E.H.Jensen................,.... 21777-E
R.H.Hughes.................... 40620-E

For Promotion to Chief Petty
Officer Second Class

PIBN3
P1WS3
P1WS3
P1WU4
P1IWU4
P1WU4
P1WU4
PIWU4
PISN4
P18N4
PIRP3
P1ER4
P1ER4
P1ER4
P1ET4
P1ET4
P1ET4
PILT4
P10R4
P1BD4

D. R. Morrison.............ou.. ..
J. T, Fairhurst....................
R.A. Jacobsen....................
K. N. Morgan.....
N. Yakubowich.. ..
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For Promotion to Petty Officer

P2BN2
P2RP3
P2RP3
P2SG3
P2SG3
P2SG3
P25G3
P2ER4
P2ER4
P2ER4
P2ER4
P2ER4
P2ER4
P2ER4
P2ER4
P2ET3
P2AW3
P2PW3
P2NS3
P2SW3
P2BD3
P2PH3

First Class

. L.

. H.

. W. Lambert. .
. S. Bagley. .

. E. Anderson
. D.
W




Naval Lore Ll

“EARLY BIRDS" OF THE FLEET

WITH THE |[NTRODUCTION OF AIRCRAFT TO THE

ARSENALS OF THE WORLD,|T WAS NOT LONG
Or I l er BEFORE PIONEER ATTEMPTS WERE MADE TO

OPERATE AEROPLANES FROM SHIPS, SOME OF

THESE ATTEMPTS WERE SUCCESSFUL.., WHILE
i OTHERS ENDED IN DISASTER..,,

ON 18 JANUARY, 911, EUGENE ELY, FLYING A CURTISS
BIPLANE, MADE THE FIRST PECK-LANPING IN HISTORY..,
ONTO A [30%30FOOT PLATFORM FITTED T THE QUARTER-
DECK OF THE U.S. CEUISER-PENNSYL Aﬂlﬁ" WHILE THE IN PECEMBER. 1912, LT. SAMSON , R.N.. ToOK E
SHIP WAS MOORED. _HE LANDED POWN-WIND, AND THEM FROM A LAUNCHING PLKTFORM ‘BUILY ON THE
TURNED THE NRCRAFT AROUND AND: FLEW OFF: OVER- FOC'SL OF HMS.AFRICA, ANCHORED AT CHATHAM
TRE STERN. IN A SHORT BIPLANE, AND SUCCESSFULLY LANDED
ALONGSIDE USING FLOTATION BAGS LASHED
7O THE AIRCRAETS UNDERCARRIAGE...

\
ON 3, AUGUST, I917, SQUAPRON-CDR. E.H. DUNNING,
PS.C,RNAS, MADE THE FIRST DECK-LANDING ON A
BRITISH WARSHIP UNDERWAY. HE FLEW HIS SOP~
WITH "PUP" ALONG THE SIDE OF THE GIANT CRUISER
“FURIOUS', THEN SIDE-SLIPPED ONTO A"FLYOFF' PLAT-
FORM ON THE FOC'SL,WHERE HIS FRIENDS LITERALLY

ON 4- MAY, 1012 , CDR.C.R.SAMSON, RN., MADE THE FIRST
PULLED HIM DOWN, THE NEXT DAY HE ATTEMPTED FLIGHT FROM A’ WARSHIP UNDER WAY. FLYING A SHORT
To REPEAT THE FEAT UN-ASSISTED. A TIRE S-38 AIRCRAFT, HE TOOK OFF FROM A TEMPORARY
BURST ON TOUCH-DOWN AND HE WAS KILLED..

FLIGHT RUNWAY FITTED TO THE BATTLESHIP" HIBERNIA®
WHILE THE SHIP WAS STEAMING AT 10% KNOTS DURING
A REVIEW OF THE FLEET BY KING GEORGE V..,

T M-THORNTOM
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The Cover—No bugle note sounded on the morning air as

Ldg. Sea. Ronald J. Chafe, whose home is at Deep River, Ontario,
raised the White Ensign at HMCS Churchill in northern Manitoba,
The temperature was 40 degrees below zero, the wind 20 knots,
adding up to the equivalent of 80-90 below in still air. Cd. Off.

- E. A. Burke braved the blast, too—just long enough to snap the
picture, salute and head for the shelter of the naval radio station.

LADY OF THE MONTH

Last December the Beacon Hill com-
pleted five years in commission as a Pres-
tonian class frigate—five years that had
seen her range the Pacific from the Aleu-
tians to New Zealand on operational and
training cruises.

For three of those years the Beacon Hill
had reigned as Cock of the Fleet in boat
polling, a situation that was taken care of
by a sister frigate, the Jonguiere, at the
Pacific Command’s fleet regatta last fall.

The picture of the Beacon Hill on the
opposite page was taken during Operation
Sea Shell on a sunny day last September.
(E-63370).

i e 2 A A

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Directorate of Naval
Photography, quoting the negative number
of the photograph, giving the size and finish
required, and enclosing a money order for
the full amount, payable to the Receiver
General of Canada,

Sizes, finish and the National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. $ .10
6% x 8% glossy finish only ............ 40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish .......... 50
11 x 14 matte finish only

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $1 per
year; outside of North America,
$1.50. Orders, accompanied by
cheque or money order made to
the Receiver General of Canada,
should be sent to:

THE QUEEN’S PRINTER,

Department of Public Printing

and Stationery,

Ottawa, Ont.

Communications, other than those

relating to subscriptions, should
be addressed to:

EDITOR,

The Crowsnest,
Naval Headguarters,
Ottawa, Ont.
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One effect of modifying the stern of HMGS St. Laurent to accommodate variable depth sonar has been to give her an even more streamlined
appearance, The equipment has been installed since this picture was taken, (E-64629)

Alderney Returns
To Halifax Duty

HMS Alderney, commanded by Lt~
Cdr. R. A. Cudworth, RN, joined the
Royal Navy’s Sixth Submarine Division
at Halifax on January 22 for her third
commission on the Halifax station.

She represents a class of conventional
submarines built at the close of the
last war which have been modified and
streamlined. With HMS Astute, she is
providing ships and aircraft of the
RCN and maritime aircraft of the RCAF
with the means of carrying out anti-
submarine training.

The Alderney served out of Halifax
in 1955-56 and 1958-60. Her name per-
petuates another HMS Alderney, which
brought the first settlers to Dartmouth,
Nova Scotia, in 1750.

Ships Return
From Exercises

Fourteen ships of the Royal Canadian
Navy’s Atlantic Command returned to
Halifax in mid-March from winter
exercises in the western Atlantic.

The ships returning in a single day
were the 20,000-ton aircraft carrier Bon-
aventure, the destroyer escorts Algon-
quin, Huron and Haida, the' frigates
La Hulloise, Swansea, Lanark, Lauzon,
Fort Erie, Outremont and Victoriaville

Page two

and the submarines Astute and Alder-
ney. Two squadrons of aircraft, VS 880
Trackers and HS 50 anti-submarine
helicopters, flew into Shearwater from
the Bonaventure.

The frigate Cap de la Madeleine
arrived in Halifax a day earlier. The
returning ships were manned by more
than 3,000 officers and men.

The mobile repair ship Cape Scott
was to visit New York before returning
to Halifax March 23.

Most of the ships carried out anti-
submarine exercises in the Bermuda
area and visits were made to San Juan,
Puerto Rico, and Charlotte Amalie in
the Virgin Islands. The frigate Fort
Erie, which sailed from Halifax Jan-
uary 1, joined the main fleet at Ber-
muda after a training and goodwill
cruise to West Africa.

The fleet exercises were conducted by
Commodore M. G. Stirling, Senior Ca-
nadian Officer Afloat (Atlantic).

Frigates Complete
African Tour

Two Halifax-based frigates, HMC
Ships Fort Erie and New Waterford,
arrived at Abidjan, Ivory Coast, in mid-
February, for a four-day stop-over. The
previous week the ships had spent four
days at Tema, Ghana, and taken part

in the official opening of a Canadian
Trade Fair at Accra.

The two frigates were the first war-
ships to enter Tema Harbour after its
official opening by President Kwame
Nkrumah three days earlier. This mag-
nificent port is the largest artificial
harbour on the west coast of Africa.

On arrival at Tema the warships
were greeted by a representative of the
Canadian High Commissioner’'s office
and Col. V. R. Schjelderup, of Ottawa,
Canadian Armed Forces Liaison Officer
in Accra. Also present were a number
of other Canadian Navy and Army per-
sonnel on loan as instructors to the
Ghana Army Military Academy and
Training School.

The liaison officer assigned to the
Fort Erie during the visit was Lt. Wil-
liam Zaslowsky, RCN, one of the in-
structors at the military academy. The
guard officer was Sub-Li. Monte Pro-
vencal, of the Ghana Navy. The com-
manding officers of the Canadian war-
ships made official calls on high gov-
ernment, civilian and military officials
as well as on His Excellency Bruce
Williams, Canadian High Commissioner
to Ghana.

A busy program of social and sport
activities kept the officers and men of
the Canadian frigates occupied through-
out their visit. For the official opening




of the Canadian Trade Fair in Accra
a party of Canadian sailors lined the
streets leading to the trade fair en-
trance. Lt. Jack Hannam, and PO Syd-
ney R. McNevin were in charge of the
street lining party. Li. Hannam greeted
President Nkrumah's car as he arrived
to open the Canadian Trade Fair. Cana-
dian military personnel on loan to the
Ghana government acted as ushers for
the occasion.

The ships’ companies enjoyed social
functions and sports tabloids against
Ghana Army personnel, Sailors were
taken by bus to Accra on shopping and
recreational trips and to beaches and
private clubs where they enjoyed swim-
ming, surf-riding and sunbathing. Some
50 sailors visited the Volta Dam site
at Akosomba, while others were taken
on a guided tour of the diamond mines
at Akwatia. They saw museums, his-
torical and modern parts of Accra, and
the Achimota zoo.

The ships were visited daily by
groups from the military academy,
Young Pioneers of Ghana, United
Farmers Council, Ghana Nautical Col-
lege and many organized groups of
children. They were also open for in-
spection by the general public. During
some of these visits special films on
Canada were shown to familiarize the
visitors with Canada, its products and
its people.

The two frigates were hosts to gov-
ernment officials, members of the Ghana
Navy, Ghana Naval Volunteer Force,
Ghana Army and other guests at sea
for a display of Boffin firing, anti-sub-
marine mortar pattern firing and trans-
fer of personnel from one ship to the
other by jackstay.

At an official luncheon held on board
the Fort Erie, Minister of Defence Kofi
Baako presented ceremonial Ghanaian
sashes to the commanding and execu-

Maritime Museum
Appeals for Funds

The Maritime Museum of British Co-
lumbia is at present making its annual
appeal for funds in a drive that has
been recommended by Rear-Admiral
E. W. Finch-Noyes, Flag Officer Pacific
Coast, to individuals and the command
as a whole as worthy of full support.

The museum, located near the en-
trance to HMC Dockyard, Esquimalt,
was originally established through the
initiative of naval personnel.

Donations should be sent to the Cu-
rator, Maritime Museum of British Co-
lumbia, 1550 Esquimalt Road, Esqui-
malt, B.C.

REAR-ADMIRAL R. A. WRIGHT

tive officers and authorized these sashes
to be worn with uniform at official
functions in Ghana. The minister also
presented a sash for the Flag Officer
Atlantic Coast, Rear-Admiral K. L.
Dyer, as a token of friendship between
Ghanaian and Canadian naval forces.

Following their stay in Abidjan, the
two Canadian frigates called at Free-
town, Sierra Leone, before proceeding
to Bermuda where the Fort Erie took
part in Wintex exercises. The New
Waterford detached at Bermuda and
headed for Halifax, to prepare for a
refit period in Sydney, N.S.

Naval Comptroller
Retires in March

The last serving officer to have at-
tended the old Royal Naval College of
Canada as a cadet has gone on retire-
ment leave from the Royal Canadian
Navy.

Rear-Admiral Rupert A. Wright,
Naval Comptroller and a member of the
Naval Board, began his naval career
at the Royal Naval College of Canada,
Esquimalt, in September 1921. At the
end of the term, in June 1922, the col-
lege closed its doors forever.

Two years later Admiral Wright re-
sumed his naval career, serving as a
paymaster cadet in ships and establish-
ments of the Royal Navy.

His first seagoing appointment in the
RCN was as flotilla accountant officer
in the destroyer Saguenay in 1934. A
memorable experience he has no desire
to repeat occurred when the Saguenay

was caught in a hurricane off New-
foundland in 1935.

He feels the same way about the
time he was “shipwrecked”. This was
when the Royal Navy cruiser Dauntless
went aground at the entrance to Hal-
ifax harbour in 1928 and was badly
holed. It was Admiral Wright’s lot to
take all the confidential books ashore,

During the Second World War Ad-
miral Wright served on both coasts as
accountant officer and, in 1942, became
Paymaster Director General at Naval
Headquarters. He went overseas for
duty with the Senior Canadian Naval
Officer, London, in March 1944 and
found himself in the thick of prepara-
tions for D-Day.

Although his duties kept him from
actual participation in the invasion, his
recollections of his months in London
are punctuated with V-1 and V-2 ex-
plosions—another experience he has
found quite adequate for one lifetime,

He was awarded the OBE in 1946,
“for his part in the organization which
enable the Supply and Secretariat
Branch to cope with innumerable prob-
lems arising out of a rapid expansion
of the Navy in wartime and the rapid
demobilization on cessation of hostil-
ities.”

He became Naval Secretary and Se-
cretary to the Naval Board in July 1952
and in September of that year became
Director General of Supply and Fleet
Accounting, a title later changed to
Supply Officer in Chief. He was ap-
pointed Naval Comptroller in August
1956 and was promoted to the rank of
rear-admiral in November 1959.

Admiral Wright was married in 1929
to the former Aileen Allannah Suther-
land, of Summerland, B.C. They have
two daughters.

Ships Exercise
Off Ceylon

Commonwealth naval manceuvres in
the Far East, began February 26, when
ships of the Royal Navy, Indian Navy,
Pakistan Navy, Royal Ceylon Navy,
Royal Canadian Navy and Royal Aus-
tralian Navy assembled at Trincoma-
lee, Ceylon.

Ships of the Royal Canadian Navy
taking part were the destroyer escorts
Assiniboine, Margaree and Ottawa,
units of the Second Canadian Escort
Squadron that sailed from Esquimalt,
early in January. The Canadian squad-
ron is commanded by Captain Victor
Browne, who also commands the Assi-
niboine. The commanding officers of the
Margaree and Ottawa are Cdr. J. H.
MacLean, and Cdr. I. A. MacPherson,
respectively.
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Ships of the Royal New Zealand Navy
and additional ships of the Royal Navy
rendezvoused later, in the vicinity of
the Nicobar Islands, east of Ceylon.

The exercise, called Jet 62, involved
shore-hased maritime aircraft as well
as the many carrier-borne aircraft of
the Indian and Royal Naval ships.
Strike aircraft of the Royal Air Force,
Royal Australian Air Force and Royal
Ceylon Air Force provided opposition
to the joint fleet throughout the exer-
cise.

More than 50 ships, including two
aircraft carriers, cruisers, destroyers,
frigates, support ships, minesweepers
and submarines operated in the Indian
Ocean and Bay of Bengal until arrival
off Langkawi Island, north west of
Malaya, on March 10.

The next day the three Canadian
ships departed for a two-day repre-
sentational visit to Port Swettenham,
Malaya, the port of Kuala Lumpur, the
country’s capital.

They rejoined the fleet in Singapore
March 15 for post-exercise discussions.

The exercise was conducted by the
Commander-in-Chief, Far East Station,
Admiral Sir David Luce, KCB, DSO,
OBE. Naval commanders of each nation

, in turn exercised tactical control of

surface forces throughout the period.

Exercise Jet 62 extended the aims of
last year’s exercise which particularly
emphasized tactical command and con-
trol of co-operating Commonwealth
maritime forces in a realistic and mod-
ern setting.

The exercises were preceded by a
two-day visit to Singapore. The Assini-
boine and Ottawa then headed for Col-
ombo, the capital of Ceylon, while the
Margaree steamed for Rangoon, Burma.

The visit to Singapore was high-
lighted by a party held on board the
ships for about 100 underprivileged
children from among the island’s Mal-
ay, Chinese and Indian populations.
Members of the ship’s companies
dressed in a variety of costumes in-
cluding those of pirates, Canadian In-
dians, South Sea Islanders and others.
The children, who ranged in age up
to 12, played games, were shown around
the ships, allowed to operate some
equipment, saw motion pictures and
were given candy, cookies, soft drinks
and other goodies.

The ships also entertained many local
government, military and business per-
sonalities. Other Commonwealth and
foreign representatives also came aboard.
" Among the visitors were the Rt
Hon. the Earl of Selkirk, Commissioner
General for Britain in South East Asia,
and the Countess of Selkirk; the Com-
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mander-in-Chief Far Eastern Station,
Admiral Sir David Luce, and the Cana-
dian Trade Commissioner to Singapore,
E. H. Maguire, and Mrs. Maguire.

Members of the ships’ companies
were able to take advantage of con-
ducted tours of the island and many
also renewed acquaintances with friends
and even relatives on board Royal Navy
Ships in harbour and at HMS Terror,
the Royal Navy’s shore establishment at
Singapore.

Lauzon Shipyard
Visited by CNS

Vice-Admiral H. S. Rayner, Chief of
the Naval Staff, and Rear-Admiral J.
B. Caldwell, Chief of Naval Technical
Services, visited the Davie Shipbuilding
Limited yards at Lauzon, Quebec, on
March 14.

There they saw under construction
in the Davie Shipbuilding yards the
Mackenzie class destroyer escort Qu’Ap-
pelle and the tanker-supply ship
Provider.

Five Ships Join
Dawn Breeze

A 20-day NATO naval and air exer-
cise, called Dawn Breeze Seven, began
on March 10 off Gibraltar. Ships, sub-
marines and maritime patrol aircraft
took part.

Five destroyer escorts of the Fifth
Canadian FEscort Squadron, under the

Late last year CPO Horace Marr received
his last haircut from Jimmy Green, naval
barber in HMC Dockyard, Halifax, before go-
ing on penslon, CPO Marr had his first haircut
from Jimmy in July 1937, (HS-67142)

command of Captain Charles P. Nixon
participated with units from France,
the Netherlands, Portugal and Britain.

The RCN ships and their commanding
officers were: the Restigouche, Cdr.
William W. Maccoll; the Chaudiere,
Cdr. Philip J. Pratley; the St. Croix,
Cdr. Thomas E. Connors; the Kootenay,
Cdr. Harry Shorten, and the Gatineau,
Cdr. Arthur H. McDonald.

The exercise was jointly sponsored
by the Alliled Commander-in-Chief
Channel and the Commander-in-Chief
Eastern Atlantic Area with the object
of providing further training for the
naval and maritime air forces tdking
part.

Argentine Flyers
In Bonaventure

Seven naval aviators from the Argen-
tine navy were embarked in HMCS
Bonaventure during March to observe
carrier operations.

The aviators, who had just completed
a training course with the United States
Navy, spent two weeks in the aireraft
carrier. During this period the Bona-
venture with other units of the Atlan-
tic fleet was engaged in training exer-
cises in the Bermuda area.

A Canadian naval officer, Lt.-Cdr.
Neil St. C. Norton, has arrived home
after having been with the Argentine
Navy since October, 1961, as an ob-
server on an Antarctic expedition spon-
sored by the Argentine government.

The Argentine navy has one aircraft
carrier, the Independencia, the former
HMCS Warrior, which was bought by
Argentina from Britain in 1958. The
Warrior was in commission in the RCN
from 1946 until 1948. She was exten-
sively modified in 1955-56 and now has
an angled deck like the Bonaventure’s.

Attachés Visit
Western Canada

Naval, military and air attachés and
Commonwealth service advisers from
18 couniries toured Western Canada
from March 12 to 22.

The attachés and advisers are from
the following countries: Australia,
Britain, Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, India, Iran, Israel,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Pakistan,
Spain, Sweden, Turkey, United States
and Yugoslavia,

They visited service and industrial
establishments during their ten-day
tour. On their naval itinerary were tours
of HMCS Naden, and HMCS Venture,
at Esquimalt, and passage to Vancouver
on board the St. Laurent.



The Red Ensign Flies Again

CCESSION DAY, February 6, 1962,
A marked the second time that the
Canadian Red Ensign had flown from
the masthead of Canadian warships.
The first was during Her Majesty the
Queen’s visit to Canada in June 1959,
for the opening of the St. Lawrence
Seaway. Before then the White Ensign
had customarily been worn att he mast-
head whenever ships were dressed. In
December 1961 the Chief of the Naval
Staff approved the wearing of the
Canadian Red Ensign by HMC Ships on
certain occasions.

It may be well to review events and
see how the use of the various ensigns
by the Royal Canadian Navy evolved.

To find the full history one must go
back to the formation of the Naval
Service. In a letter to the High Com-
missioner for the Dominion of Canada
in London, the Deputy Minister for the
Naval Service of Canada requested in-
formation on the proper flag to be
flown by ships of the Naval Service.
The letter was dated June 1, 1910,
Many memoranda and letters were ex-
changed before concrete action was
taken by an Order in Council.

The following excerpt is taken from
Privy Council minute No. 289, dated
March 3, 1911:

“The Minister (Secretary of State
for External Affairs) states that the
Minister of the Naval Service con-
curs in the suggestion that His
Majesty’s Canadian Ships Niobe.and
Rainbow shall fly the White Ensign
and pendant, with the Canadian flag
at the stem, this being a temporary
measure pending an arrangement be-
ing arrived at after consultation be-
tween representatives of the'. Ad-
miralty and the Canadian Govern-
ment, or at the next Imperial Confer-
ence, and that instructions have been
issued to the ships accordingly.”

The “temporary” arrangement was
ratified at the Imperial Conference of
1911, and it was decreed in PC 2843
dated December 16, 1911, that: “All
ships and vessels of the Royal Cana-
dian Navy shall fly at the stern the
White Ensign as the symbol of the
authority of the Crown, and at the Jack
Staff the distinctive flag of the Do-
minion of Canada, such distinctive flag
being the Blue Ensign with the arms
of the Dominion inset in the fly. The
White Pendant will be flown at the
Masthead”.

g_‘!l!;’lfl-l_ll_l“'i "
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Only once before, until its use was authorized this year, had the Red Ensign been flown by
Canadian warships. This was the occasion of the visit three years ago of Her Majesty the Queen
to open the St. Lawrence Seaway. The Gatineau, Red Ensign at the masthead, is pictured entering
Toronto harbour during the Royal cruise of the Great Lakes. (HS-58851)

Here lies the authority for the wear-
ing of the White Ensign and the Cana-
dian Blue Ensign by HMC Ships.

Two British sources say this authori-
zation was not immediately effective
and that “legal” use of the White En-
sign in ships of the RCN did not begin
until 1913.

The reader will note that at that time
the “distinctive flag” of Canada was the

Blue Ensign with the arms of the Do-
minion inset; however the arms were -
not as we know them today. The or-
iginal design, approved by a Royal
Warrant dated May 26, 1868, consisted
of the quartered arms of the four or-
iginal provinces. From time to time
other provinces joined the Confedera-
tion and it became common practice
(unauthorized) to add their arms to the
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original design. The present design was
approved by Royal Proclamation on
November 21, 1921. There have been
slight modifications since. The 1921
Coat of Arms was designed to symbolize
not the separate provinces but Canada
herself.

Canada was the first Commonwealth
Dominion to possess a distinctive mer-
chant flag, for in 1892 permission was
granted for the Canadian Coat of Arms
of 1869 to be placed in the fly of the
Red Ensign. :

The authority to display the Cana-
dian Red Ensign ashore, but only out-
side Canada, originated with an Order
in Council, PC 134 dated January 26,
1924, which declared that the Canadian
Red Ensign was to be displayed “on
suitable occasions from all buildings
owned or occupied by the Canadian
Government and situated without
Canada”. .

During the Second World War th
Canadian Red Ensign came to the fore-
front; it was used extensively by the
Canadian Army overseas.

The first time the Canadian Red En-
sign could be flown officially ashore in
Canada dates from September 5, 1945,
when His Excellency, the Governor
General in Council, ordered that the
Canadian Red Ensign “may be flown
from buildings owned or occupied by
the Federal Government within and
without Canada”. His Excellency, in the
same Order in Council, declared that
“it shall be appropriate to fly the
Canadian Red Ensign within and with-
out Canada wherever place or occasion
may make it desirable to fly a distinc-
tive Canadian flag”. The order was to
be effective until action was taken by
Parliament for the formal adoption of
a national flag.

Partly with this Order in Council in
mind, the RCN recently introduced the
Canadian Red Ensign for display in
HMC Ships on appropriate occasions.

Another point which weighed in its
favour was the Canada Shipping Act.
The following extract as taken from
Section 91(1) of the CSA:

“The red ensign usually worn by
merchant ships, with the shield of the
Coat of Arms of Canada in the fly,
is hereby declared to be the proper
national colours for all Canadian
ships and all ships and boats that
would be registered in Canada . . .
except in the case of any ship or boat
for the time being allowed to wear
any other national colours in pur-
suance of a warrant from Her Ma-
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jesty or under regulations which may

be made by the Governor in Council.”

The Canada Shipping Act refers to
the Canadian Red ZEnsign as the
“national colours”; however, the term
applies only to merchant ships, for the
description of the Canadian Red En-
sign is to be interpreted as a “distinc-
tive Canadian flag” as defined in PC
5888.

The third and most favourable argu-
ment came when HM the Queen auth-
orized the wearing of the Canadian Red
Ensign during her last visit to Canada.
CANGEN 140/59 said: “Her Majesty
the Queen has authorized the wearing
of the Canadian Red Ensign at the miz-
zen masthead in HMY Britannia in lieu
of the Union Flag during the forthcom-
ing Royal Visit.

“2. In view of Her Majesty’s decision
to depart from traditional practice it is
considered appropriate that HMC Ships
display the Canadian Red Ensign at the
masthead in lieu of the White Ensign.

“3. The following instructions shall
apply to HMC Ships when dressed in
the presence of Her Majesty during the
Royal Visit to Canada only:

“(a) Single-masted ships shall wear
the Canadian Red Ensign at the mast-
head.

Britain has laid the keel for a

d nuclear

“(b) Two-masted ships shall wear
the Canadian Red Ensign at the fore
and the White Ensign at the main”.

A summary of the important features
of the recent Amendment List 61 to
QRCN is as follows:

(a) The Canadian Red Ensign is the
appropriate flag to be hoisted by Com-
monwealth and foreign ships exchang-
ing personal salutes, and foreign ships
exchanging national salutes, with Cana-
dian authorities.

(b) When dressing ship:

(i) A flag of a foreign nation, a
personal flag or a broad pennant is not
displaced by the Canadian Red Ensign;

(ii) If one mast is unoccupied by
a national or personal flag the Canadian
Red Ensign shall be worn at that mast
in lieu of the White Ensign as pre-
viously required;

(iii) If more than one mast is un-
occupied by a national or personal flag,
the Canadian Red Ensign shall be worn
at one and the White Ensign at the
other.

As can be seen this practice lends a
distinctly Canadian character to HMC
Ships and will be especially appreciated
in foreign countries where ships show
the flag—J.G.C.

ine, the Valiant, at Barrow-in-Furness,

England. The Valiant, with a displacement of 3,500 tons, will be slightly larger than the Dread-
nought and will be of all-British construction. The Dreadnought, nearing completion in the same
yard, has a U.S.-made reactor. The picture shows a 60-ton prefabricated section of the Valiant.
(British Information Services photo)



OFFICERS AND MEN

!

Last ‘First War’
Ribbons Relire

When Lt. William E. F. (Daisy) Bell
proceeded on retirement leave on Jan-
uary 22 in Ottawa, he took with him
the last First World War service ribbons
to be worn in the RCN by a serving
officer or man, according to a search
of headquarters records.

The second last set of ribbons dating
to the 1914-1918 war had been taken
into retirement only a few days earlier

by Lt.-Cdr. G. M. Neale, also at Naval

Headquarters.

Lt. Bell was born in England on
March 14, 1902, and entered the Royal
Navy in 1918 as a boy seaman. In 1930
he was loaned to the RCN and served
in HMCS Stadacona and the destroyer
HMCS Champlain.

From 1933 until the outbreak of the
Second World War, Lt. Bell served in
the Marine Division of the RCMP. He
then came back to the Navy with the
rank of petty officer. He served ashore
in Halifax and at sea in minesweepers
and coastal escort vessels until 1946.

1t. Bell returned to active duty in
1952 and served for a time as Assistant
Area Officer Sea Cadets, Maritimes. He
joined the staff of the Canadian Armed
Forces Identification Bureau in Ottawa
in 1953 and in 1956 was appointed to
the Directorate of Naval Intelligence.

Boirnthe

To Commissioned Officer E. A. Burke,
Churchill, and Mrs. Burke, a daughter.

To Commander J. B. C. Carling, Bytown,
and Mrs. Carling, a daughter.

To Leading Seaman B. R. Crooks, Naval
Radio Station Inuvik, and Mrs. Crooks, a son.

To Leading Seaman Robert Fitzpatrick,
Kootenay, and Mrs, Fitzpatrick, a son.

To Petty Officer M. S. Greeley, Kootenay,
and Mrs. Greeley, a daughter.

To Able Seaman Larry Greetham, Naval
Radio Station Inuvik, and Mrs. Greetham, a
son.

To Able Seaman G, F. Horst, Kootenay,
and Mrs. Horst, a daughter.

To Lieutenant Bruce A. King, Nootka, and
Mrs. King, a son. 4

‘To Able Seaman L. D. MacDonald, Koot-
enay, and Mrs. MacDonald, a daughter.

To Lieutenant-Commander T. W. Orr,
Kootenay, and Mrs, Orr, a son.

. To Able Seaman R. L. Vogelsang, Naval
Radio Station Inuvik, and Mrs. Vogelsang, a
daughter.

..

_Hare, with their course leaders, are members of No. &1 Officer’s Divisional Course at Corn-
wallis this past winter. In the front row, left to right, are Cd. Off. J. P. McKay, Lt. Charles Boyle
(course officer), CPO James Watson (course instructor) and Surgeon Lt. M. J. Davis, and, on the
rear;row, Lt. H. D, Halkett, Sub-Lt. R. A. Fait and Cd. Off. G. J. Payeur. (DB-1208).

During his time in the Royal Navy,
Lt. Bell served in the Far East in the
survey vessel HMS Iroquois, a circum-
stance that made it possible for him
to identify a large, brass ship’s badge,
bearing the mname Iroquois, which
turned up after the Second World War
in Londonderry, Northern Ireland.

The badge was found in the possession
of a Sea Cadet unit, which had mis-
takenly supposed it had been left there
when the RCN vacated Londonderry
after the war. Through Lt. Bell’s efforts,
the badge has been transferred to the
Tribal class destroyer HMCS Iroquois.

kestigouche Wins
Squadron Trophy

The efficiency trophy of the seven-
ship Fifth Canadian Escort Squadron
has been won for 1961 by the destroyer

escort Restigouche, commanded by Cdr.

W. W. Maccoll.

The runner-up was the St. Croix,
commanded by Cdr. T. E, Connors. The
trophy was won in 1960 by the Koote-
nay, under ‘Cdr. Harry Shorten.

Captain C. P. Nixon, Commmander
Fifth Escort Squadron, presented the
silver trophy to the Restigouche at a
ceremony on board the ship in early
March.

Shearwater
Scouts Honoured

Two boys became Queen’s Scouts at
Shearwater during a parent and son
dinner in Warrior block during Boy
Scout week in February. David Booth
and Leroy Feener, both of Eastern Pas-
sage, were so honoured and Terry
Saunders, son of a Navy CPO was
elevated to first class scout. Four cubs,
all Navy children, received perfect at-
tendance plaques: Richard Hill, Marc
Kierstead, Ken Troughton and Michael
Henderson.

Shearwater has two Scout troops and
four Cub packs. More than 200 attended
the dinner, which departed from the
traditional father and son affair in that
wives stood in for husbands away at
sea.
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At -Shannon Park naval married
quarters, after a week’s postponement
due to the winter’s worst snowstorm,
Guides and Brownies had their annual
“Thinking Day” at Shannon School.
About 100 attended the evening affair
during which the movement was studied
and the founder commemorated. Mrs.
F. P. R. Saunders, district secretary for
Shannon Park, acted for the commi$-
sioner, Mrs. M. A. Medland.

Clothing Gift
Taken to Hawaii

A gift of 3,000 pounds of clothing for
Korea, representing contributions to the
Save the Children Fund from Greater
Victoria, was transported to Hawaii on
board HMCS Assiniboine in January.
It was turned over-at Honolulu to the
South Korean Consul General, Se Won
Kim, who was to arrange for the ship-
ment of ‘the clothing to his homeland.

<+
1

Fire Prevention
ziwards Made

Awards in the annual competltlon of ’

the National Fire Protection Association
were presented regently at National
Defence Headquarters by Hon. Pierre
Sevigny, Associated Minister of National
Defence. The grand award in the mili-
tary division went to RCAF Station
Sylvestre, Quebec.

First place shields in their classes
were won by the Naval Air Station,
Patricia Bay, Belmont Park Married
Quarters, Colwood, and HMC Dockyard,
Esquimalt, thus giving Pacific Command
establishments a clean sweep of naval
awards

The shields were accepted by Rear-
Admiral J. B. Caldwell, Chief of Naval
Technical Services, on behalf of the
RCN. : L

Rescuers Busy |
On Atlantic Coast

The most spectacular RCN rescue of
the winter months on the East Coast
involved the January 8 grounding of
the frg.ighter Suerte near Halifax. The
LiBerty ship was inbound in ballast for
grain when she grounded that night
northeast of Shut In Island—taking a
turn -intd‘pott too sooh. She' became an
ultimate loss.'

HMCS Loon, Scetian’s teénder but
then search and rescue vessel for Shear-
water, was despatched after CPO Trevor
Lovekin recalled his crew. Underway
at 20 mintites past midnight, he found
the freighter at 0125 hard and fast but
upright. Poor visibility and a heavy
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Fire prevenfion is taken seriously in the Pacific Command and the success of the publicity
program in this field was reflected in the award of three first place shields to naval establishments

Pratection A

there by the National Fire Pr

iation. The winners were Belmont Park Married Quarters,

HMC Dockyard, Esquimalt, and the Maval Air Station, Patricia Bay. The above pictures were taken
during Fire Prevention Week last fall and show (above) Miss Fire-Belle 1961 (Carol Kitchen) with
Bonnie Lawler and Susan Little, during the children’s parade at Belmont Park and (below) Arlene
Finely, as Miss Firefighter for Esquimalt naval establishments. Miss Finley. -had been chosen earlier

in the year as Miss Dockyard 1961. (E-63493; E-63338)

ground swell breaking on the rocks
prevented the Loon from coming along-
side. The Suerte crew would not take
to lifeboat:and pull to the Loon, either.
Since there was no immediate danger,
CPO Lovekin stood off until dawn. The
tug Foundation Vigilant came up mean-
while.

At 0715 on the 9th, the Loon went
alongside, but still the crew would not

v

leave and, since the Loon had green
seas breaking over her forecastle, Chief
Lovekin made off. At 1000, the Suerte
asked her to return alongside for the
captain but the deteriorating weather
would have caused undue damage in
the manoeuvre. Instead, the Loon sug-
gested to Shearwater that the captain
be removed by helicopter, which was
done shortly thereafter.



During the rest of the day two HU-21
helicopters from Shearwater and one
from RCAF Station, Greenwood, air-
lifted the remaining 27 crew members
off, with the Loon still standing by.

The increasingly adverse weather
caused the Suerte’s complete abandon-
ment and eventually she was written
off.

In December, the {frigate Lanark
brought 16 survivors of the Lunenburg
scallop dragger Aegir to Halifax. The
vessel swamped in a freak sea December
15 but the crew was picked up by two
draggers operating the same fishing
ground south of Nova Scotia. The
Lanark, returning to Halifax from
Boston, landed the Aegir crew a week
before Christmas.

February had its high spots, too. A
HU-21 helicopter on the 15th flew two
doctors to Springhill, N.S,, to perform
an emergency operation on a woman.
On the 11th, Search and Rescue was
asked for speedy help in rescuing Leo
Little, 23-year-old duck hunter cling-
ing to a capsized boat in Prospect Bay.
A helicopter was away in 20 minutes
and the RCMP were despatched two
minutes later. Ice conditions mean-
while thwarted several small rescue
boats in the area.

The helicopter found the boat but
Little was believed to have succumbed
to the cold and drowned. The RCAF
praised the “prompt action” of the heli-
copter stand-by crew in getting to the
scene. As well as helping to recover
the body, the Navy brought Little’s
father-in-law, Leo J. Manuel, home in
the supply vessel CNAV Easiore. Mr,
Manuel is a seaman in the tanker CNAV
Dundalk, then at Bermuda.

Naval divers were called upon to
search for drowning victims. In Feb-
ruary the bodies of three men were
brought from the cab of a truck which
went over a Halifax pier while dump-
ing snow in the harbour, The truck was
involved in street clearance after a
snowstorm.

On February 19 naval divers located
and recovered the bodies of three boys,
David Berry, 12, his brother Gerald,
11, and Michael Keenan, 12, who had
fallen through the ice in the Northwest
Arm at Halifax.

HMCS Gatineau, on the 12th, was un-
able to transfer a pneumonia case
because of stormy seas. The German
M/V Erlangen, bound for Antwerp, di-
verted to Halifax and landed the patient
herself. Another alarm, on the 20th,
involved a rudderless fishing schooner,

b, -

Commodore Paul D. Taylor, Commanding Officer Maval Divisions, was the inspecting officer
when cadet drill teams of the three services' went through their paces at HMCS Carleton, Ottawa
naval division, recently. He is shown inspecting members of RCSCC Falkland. This year top honours
were taken by the 51st Ottawa Optimist Air Cadet Squadron. (0-14229)

E. F, Zwicker, 150 miles south of Cape
Race, Nfid. The naval tug Saint Charles
was ordered to make the 36-hour voyage
and tow her to Halifax. The fiercest
blizzard of the winter delayed the Saint
Charles’ departure long enough to
prevent a wild goose chase. The
Zwicker was taken in hand by another
fishing vessel and towed to safety in
Newfoundland.

Navy League
Holds Yule Dinner

Officers and members of the Char-
lottetown branch of the Navy League
of Canada held a Christmas dinner at
the Charlottetown quarters of the Main
Brace Club in mid-December.

Head table guests included His
Honour, Lieutenant-Governor F. W.
Hyndman; Surgeon Cdr. L. E. Prowse,
commanding officer of HMCS Queen
Charlotte; Allister Macleod, president .
of the Navy League for Prince Edward
Island; C. T. Vallis, president of the
Main Brace Club, and Jack Smallwood,
secretary-treasurer of the Charlottetown
branch of the Navy League,

Award Made for
Radar Suggestion

Ralph A. Bennett, of 14 Kingham
Place, Victoria, has earned a cash award
from the Suggestion Award Board of
the Public Service of Canada and a
congratulatory letter from Rear-Ad-
miral P. D. Budge, Chief of Naval Per-
sonnel.

Mr. Bennett’s suggestion concerning
test equipment for use with naval radar
was submitted to the Suggestion Award
Board for trial and assessment and the
idea has been adopted for use in the
Royal Canadian Navy.

Mr. Bennett has been employed as an
electrician at HMC Dockyard, Esqui-
malt, since 1953.

War-time CO’s
Daughter in RCN

Mary Jean Fraser, daughter of former
RCMP Superintendent James P. Fraser,
has been enrolled as an RCN nursing
officer with the rank of sub-lieutenant
(MN).

Sub-Lt. Fraser is a 1959 graduate of
the Halifax Children’s Hospital and
since then has nursed in the same hos-
pital and as a civilian nurse in the
Canadian Forces Hospital at HMCS
Stadacona.

Superintendent Fraser, former officer
commanding the Halifax RCMP Marine
Division, served as a wartime lieu-
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tenant-commander, RCNR. He was
awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross, when, in command of the frigate
HMCS Waskesiu, be was credited with
sinking a German U-boat.

Miss Fraser has a brother in the
regular army, Second Lt. John Fraser,
who is stationed with the Royal Ca-
nadian Horse Artillery at Camp Peta-
wawa. Another brother, Bruce, is study-
ing for his Bachelor of Commerce
degree at Dalhousie University in
Halifax.

Officer Completes
Course at Norfolk

A nine-month course at the USN Pre-
ventive Medicine Unit-No. 2, at Norfolk,
Virginia, naval base was completed re-
cently by Lt. (MT) S. R. Wallace. Lt.
Wallace has been appointed to Royal
Roads for duty as medical adminis-
trative officer.

New Appointments
For Officers

Captain Arthur G. Bridgman has
been appointed Principal Naval Over-
seer Montreal. He took up his new posi-
tion in February.

He had been serving as Director
Marine and Electrical Engineering at
naval headquarters since August 1961.

Cdr. Robert C. Peers was appointed
Assistant Director of Naval Plans (In-
ternational) at Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, effective March 19. He was
promoted to his present rank on taking
up his new appointment.

RCNBF Official
Retires from RCN

Lit.-Cdr. Harry McClymont, 65 Cam-
eron Ave, Ottawa, secretary-treasurer
of the Royal Canadian Navy' Benevol-
ent Fund since September, 1947, pro-
ceeded on retirement leave from the
RCN on March 12, As a civilian, he will
continue to serve as secretary-treasurer
of the RCNBF.

Lt.-Cdr. McClymont, who was born
in Ottawa, served in the Falkland sea
cadets corps from 1927-1929, and in
April 1931, entered the RCNVR as an
ordinary seaman. He transferred to the
regular force in September 1931 and
was promoted to warrant officer in May
1943, The following year he became a
commissioned officer.

Marking his retirement, Lt.-Cdr. Mc-~
Clymont was presented with a certifi-
cate 'of service by Rear-Admiral P. D.
Budge, Chief of Naval Personnel,
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The Royal Canadion MNavy has a Blue Ensign fleet of nearly 130 auxiliary vessels, ranging

from ferry craft to ocean-going tugs and survey ships. Some of the civilion-manned tugs are seen
here as they turn a “nest” of destroyer escorts (the Columbia, Chaudiere, Kootenay and Gatineau)

in Halifax harbour. (H5-64904; HS-64906)

Invention Brings
Award for Officer

An invention by Lt. Gerald A. Dawes,
has earned him a cash award under
the Public Servants Inventions Act,
and a letter of commendation from
Vice-Admiral H. S. Rayner, Chief of the
Naval Staff.

Lt, Dawes invented a system for
speeding up shoring methods in dam-
age control on board ships. His inven-

tion was forwarded to the Inter-Service
Committee on Inventions to be patented
by the Crown, and for study and evalu-
ation by specialist officers. It has been
adopted for use in the RCN.

Lt, Dawes was born in England and
entered the Royal Navy in August 1937,
He transferred to the RCN in May 1953.
He has served at sea in HMCS Labra-
dor and is now in the Jonquiere, a fri-
gate of the Fourth Canadian Escort
Squadron at Esquimalt.



THE LITTLE SHIPS

Part Two

N JANUARY 19, 1943,
at 1100, the conference
for Convoy HON-158,
comprising 20 ships in-
< cluding the Provider,
B, W s held and I was as-
signed to it as commodore, Predictions
of approaching bad weather were
voiced, but time did not permit delay
on that score, Escorts were in short
supply and our convoy was timed to
leave Halifax to rendezvous with a
well escorted ON convoy, 150" miles
east of Halifax, bound from Britain to
New York.

At 1515 the Provider left her jetty,
passed through the Gate at 1603 and
commenced forming up the convoy.
Escorts were, I believe, the Canadian
corvettes Barrie and Cobalt and mine-
sweepers Drummondville and Kenora.

As darkness descended the dim out-
lines of ships to our right and left
were barely visible; the predicted bad
weather was also upon us. By 2000 it
was blowing a moderate gale from the
east-southeast, accompanied by a fall-
ing barometer and a long heavy head
swell and sea which reduced our speed
to four or five knots.

The natural anxiety of a captain
taking a new, untried ship to sea with
an inexperienced crew and the added
responsibility of being commodore of a
convoy in enemy submarine-infested
waters was intensified by the ‘vicious
weather. The Provider, with water bal-
last, sat deep in the water, pitching and
rolling heavily in the increasing sea
and swell. With inadequate power to
manceuvre quickly and devoid of bilge
keels or rolling chocks to retard her
lively movements, it was no wonder
that half the ship’s company were
violently sea-sick; there was little sleep
for anybody that night.

As dawn broke, the wind, having
slowly veered to the west had increased
to a full gale, reaching force 11 in
violent squalls. At daylight only three
merchant ships were in sight; the ships
of the convoy, having received orders
to proceed independently, were scat-
tered hither and yon (I believe they
all eventually reached their destina-
tions). The escorts, receiving serious
superstructure damage, limped back to
port as best they could. The SS City

of Baroda was now the only vessel in
sight but she too soon disappeared and
we were on our own. To ease the
heavy labouring of the ship, we ran
before the gale but gave up all hope
of reaching the rendezvous.

S THE DAY wore on the gale
A continued with unabated fury. The
temperature had dropped to 21° F and
heavy ice was rapidly forming on our
superstructure making the ship ex-
tremely difficult to manage. Heavy seas
had washed overboard scramble nets,
wooden breakwaters and guard-rail
stanchions. Ice had even frozen the
engine room telegraph connections,
necessitating communication with the
engine room by voice pipe, and our
wireless aerial, sagging with the weight
of ice, seemed ready to snap at any
moment, which it shortly did.

This is the second instalment of
a three-part history of the Royal
Canadian Navy’s Fairmile motor
launches during the Second World
War. The author is Captain Joseph
A, Heenan, RCN (Ret), who has
written the story as a tribute to
the officers and men who served
in a little publicized branch of the
naval service.

The vessel, now yawing heavily and
shipping continuous seas, gave us no
alternative but to heave to. In the proc-
ess, when passing through the trough
of the sea, the ship rolled almost to her
beam ends, unseating the heavy galley
stoves, damaging them beyond ready
repair and thus adding to our discom-
fort by denying us hot food. With the
ship heading now into wind and sea,
the increased force of the wind snapped
our ice-laden wireless aerial but not
before wireless silence had been broken
to report our distress and dead reckon-
ing position in Latitude 42° 40’ North;
Longitude 61° 56° West, i.e., about 136
miles southeast by south form Halifax.
Surely no submarine could launch a
successful attack in such a sea. But if
it could, from now on we were a sitting
duck.

The gale, now steady from the west
but with undiminished force, caused

precipitous seas, making the ship pitch,
pound and shudder with increasing
violence. Enveloped by continuous
spray, with the temperature at 19° F,
those exposed on the poorly protected
bridge were whipped and stung by
water in the process of turning into
ice. This condition prevailed through-
out that day and night and it seemed
that we would ride out the gale, but our
troubles were not yet over.

By 0800 the next day, with added ice
and weight to our superstructure, the
ship became more clumsy and did not
respond to helm orders as she should;
on inspection it was found that the
ruddder-head was working loose on
its seating. The danger of losing our
rudder was imminent and we resorted
to steering by engines alone to keep the
ship head to sea. The Provider was
fitted with a balance rudder suspended
from a cast-steel rudder carrier. Con-
tinual pounding and the force of the
sea had loosened the  holding-down
bolts of the carrier and some had al-
ready broken. We did not have the
facilities to repair this at sea but, by.
the ingenuity of our Engineering Offi-
cers, Lt.-Cdr. (E) H. E. Christensen,
RCNR, and Lt. (E) E. Revfem, RCNR,
stiffening steel wedges were shaped
and inserted to keep the rudder-head
secure. Watches were now doubled and
preparations made to erect a jury rud-
der, if necessary, but fortunately by
constant nursing, the rudder was saved.

HE GALE was now at its height,
An unusually heavy sea struck
with terrific force, cascades of water
descended upon us, shaking the ship
from bow to stern and she quivered like
a dying thing. A sense of pending dis-
aster could be felt. Another venture into
the trough of that turbulent sea would
surely spell our doom. If the rudder.
held, if the engines did not fail, if we
could keep her head to sea, if she did
not bury herself in that angry turmoil
and if the endurance and spirit of our
officers and men could rise to the occa- .
sion, then there was hope. ‘

‘What could I do? After almost con-
tinuous duty on the bridge my strength
was failing, so I did what I think most
sailors would have done, who by the
very nature of their calling live close
to God, I turned to Him and prayed
hard for help and strength to carry on.
A strange thing happened; a new feel-
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Captain J. A. Heenan on board his command, the Fairmile mother ship HMCS Provider. H-4384)

ing surged through me of renewed
strength and confidence, transmitted by
some strange medium to those about
me. I had not under-estimated the
power of prayer. All my experiences
and lessons learnt throughout many
years at sea came to the fore. Rough
voyages round Cape Horn in sailing
ships, running the Eastern down, At-
lantic gales, cyclones and typhoons,
surely I should know ‘“Mother Sea” by
now. I must humour her. The strain on
the engines and engineers was great.
The constant demand for prompt twin-
engine movements, sometimes in re-
verse, was unremitting, but they never
failed and saved the day.

At midnight the gale began to sub-
side and at 0800 on January 23, in a
light northwest breeze and clear
weather, we sighted Chebucto Head
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and, close by, HMCS Trail, which had
been sent out to find us. Our steering
was still erratic but, with care, usable.
With the “not under command” signal
flying and a slight list caused by an
estimated 150 tons of ice clinging to
our decks and superstructure, we were
led by the Trail into harbour. We were
unable to execute the order by signal
to “Anchor as convenient” as our an-
chors were embedded in solid ice and
so came alongside unassisted at Pier 21
at noon. -

Ninety-two hours and 45 minutes had
elapsed since we last left harbour—
hours packed with near tragedy but
with many lessons well learned. At least
for the “greenhorn” portion of my crew,
near catastrophe had given birth to a
new confidence and they had now some
claim fo be called sailors.

WAS TOLD that the gale that we

had survived was the worst experi-
enced along the Eastern Seaboard for
many years. Some ships had been
wrecked and many suffered serious
damage. Also due to our long silence
and the severity of the occasion, naval
authorities were thinking in terms of a
memorial service to commemorate our
loss with all hands.

This unfortunte set-back caused great
concern and we would now have to
beat time if we were to join the MLs
in the Caribbean. Fortunately our dam-
age was not extensive and all repairs
were completed in five days.

N JANUARY 29, at 1555, we sailed

for New York, escorted by the Nor-
wegian destroyer HNorMS Lincoln, ar-
riving without incident on February 1.
Next day we left New York in convoy
for Guantanamo, Cuba, arriving Feb-
urary 9, thence to Trinidad arriving
February 20.

Admiral Oldendorf was expecting us
but still awaiting information as to the
whereabouts of the ML flotillas. In the
meantime we loaded our tanks with
1,508 tons of 87 octane gasoline, replen-
ished stores and awaited orders.

On February 27 we received news
that the 73rd Flotilla had arrived at
Miami and would operate from there
and Key West; this was followed by
orders to prepare to proceed to the
latter port via Guantanamo.

At this time enemy submarines were
reaping a grim harvest in the Caribbean
area and escorts were scarce for the
small convoys proceeding on our in-
tended route. So, with impatience, we
awaited the necessary assembly and
sailed on March 5, arriving at Guan-
tanamo in the early hours of the 10th.
When south of and approaching Guan-
tanamo (about 0400) the air suddenly
shook with the force of a terrific ex-
plosion followed by a rumbling boom
that shook the ship. No doubt, another
ship had “‘got it”, but where we did not
know.

N ARRIVAL at Guantanamo, where

many ships were at anchor, we
were surprised to meet three of our
own MLs, the Q-081, @-079 and @-072.
Qur meeting was fortunate, for they
were sorely in need of repair and the
Provider was ready to fulfil the mean-
ing of her name.

The explanation of the aforemen-
tioned explosion now graphically
emerged. The three MLs had sailed
from Key West on March 7 to rendez-
vous with and form part of the escort
for a convoy in the Florida Strait bound



for Guantanamo. The senior escort was
one of two PCs, U.S. Naval coastal
defence vessels, somewhat smaller than
our Bangor minesweepers. The convoy
consisted in part of: the SS Virginia
Sinclair, a tanker, loaded with aviation
gasoline; SS James Sprunt, a Liberty
ship, loaded with approximately 10,000
ions of ammunition and explosives;
USAT H, A. Scandreet (convoy com-
modore), with tiroops for the Canal
Zone; USAT Cuba, with female military
personnel, for San Juan, P.R.; and the
SS Furnifold M, Simmons loaded with
explosives destined for Karachi.

When approaching the eastern end of
Cuba at 2010 on March 9, the tanker
Virginia Sinclair was torpedoed and
sank with the loss of all hands. When
off Cape Maysi, the eastern point of
Cuba, the submarine struck again and
torpedoed the James Sprunt, which ex-
ploded like a huge bomb. The mag-
nitude and power of this explosion of
10,000 tons of explosives can be imagined

An ML fiotilla leaving port on

when compared with that of the Hali-
fax explosions on December 6, 1917,
when the SS Mont Blanc, loaded with
6,000 tons of explosives, caught fire and
exploded following a collision with the
SS Imo.

Ships in the close vicinity of the
James Sprunt, taking the full blast of
ihe explosion, thought that they too had
been torpedoed, whereas the MLs,
picked up as if by a giant hand, were
slammed down on the sea with a vio-
lence that shook their crews like dice
in a shaker. Wheel-house windows were
blown in, doors off their hinges, black-
out curtains blown to shreds and every-
thing movable scattered in all diree-
tions. To add to the confusion, falling
debris rained upon them.

In addition to the remains of small
arm ammunition, later swept up with
a broom, @-072, received a shower of
small metal fragments and two brass
pipe fitlings, which damaged the life-
boat and pierced the deck. It was indeed

patrol. (GM-0118)

a miracle that more damage was not
done and, other than bruises, no one
seriously injured.

Apparently the track of the torpedo
had been observed coming from the
direction of Cape Maysi, where the
submarine was lurking in the shelving
depth and where it was practically im-
possible to obtain a sonar contact. How-
ever, the MLs were quick to recover
and moved in to the atfack, dropping
several depth-charges. The U.S. naval
escorts also ran some attacks without
success. In any event no further attack
was made on the convoy.

served a dark object on the water
which was found to be a motor-powered
lifeboat from the SS Furnifold M. Sim-
mons, with five seamen in it. Their
faces were blackened by oil smoke and
they were in a highly excited state.
They were taken on board the ML, and
their life boat taken in tow to Guan-

g S DAYLIGHT broke, @-072 ob-
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patrol.

Icebergs and growlers were familiar features of the seascape 1o MLs operating off the northern coast of Newfoundland. (Z-343R)
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The machine shop on board the ML mother ship Provider. (GM-1247)

tanamo; all were turned over to their
ship now safely at anchor. When the
explosion took place, the watch on deck
of the SS Furnifold M. Simmons, like
others in the convoy, thinking they had
been torpedoed (made more realistic
by some 70 tons of metal, consisting of
ships plating, fittings and burning debris
falling on their deck), began to abandon
ship, and in the confusion lowered the
lifeboat, cut the falls and drifted away.

Memory does not recall the names of
the ratings who served in these three
MLs, but the officers were:

Q@-081—Lt. J. M. Todd, RCNVR,
(Senior Officer); Lt. G. F. E. Bacque,
RCNVR and Sub-Lit. H. A. Hunt,
RCNVR; @-079—Lt. H. R. Cruise,
RCNVR; Lt. F. B. Pugh, RCNVR, and
Lt. (E) H. S. C. McComb, RCNR and,
in @-072—Lt. D. S. Howard, RCNVR;
Lt. J. W. R. Graham, RCNVR; and Lt.
J. R. Akin, RCNVR.

I am sure that all of them will never
forget that harrowing experience and
will remember their “Little Ships”
could really “take it”.

In two days the maintenance staff
of the Provider, working round the
clock, completed all repairs and placed
the MLs in fighting trim again. On
March 12, we left Guantanamo for
Key West escorted by the MLs, ar-
riving without incident on the 15th.
From this date to March 30, the Pro-
vider, working day and night, kept the

73rd Flotilla, as well as many small
units of the U.S. Navy, in fighting con-
dition.

The three MLs operating out of Miami
made calls at Key West for maintenance
and repair by the Provider. They were:

2 4

@-075—Lt. J. G. Humphrey, RCNVR;
Lt. L. J. Wallace, RCNVR and Lt. L.
P. Pare, RCNVR; @-080—Sub-Lieuten-
ants, RCNVR, G. E. Burrell, J, H.
Shand and C. J. Holloway; and @-065—
Lt. J. J. McLaughlin, RCNVR; and Lt.
F. H. B. Dewdney, RCNVR.

The MLs remained in port only long
enough to refuel and prepare for sea
again, and operated in pairs or singly
as occasion demanded.

Sea-borne trade in this area included
the operation of small coastal freighters
taking supplies to the smaller islands
and out-of-the-way ports and a single
ML would frequently escort a lone ship
on these short voyages. For instance the
@-080 made a single trip from Key
West to Cienfuegos, on the south coast
of Cuba, and return. Also the @Q-065,
while on a trip to the Isle of Pines,
performed an excellent feat of seaman-
ship in saving the lives of a number
of seamen from a U.S. vessel in dire
distress. Lt. McLaughlin and Lt. Dewd-
ney were, I believe, both mentioned in
despatches from the Commander, Gulf
Sea Frontier, for their fine effort.

Suffice to say that the 73rd Flotilla
filled a breach during a critical period.
During 28 days of operations they es-
corted 65 ships between ports in Florida
and adjacent islands, travelled 12,900
miles and carried out several but, as
far as it is known, unsuccessful depth-
charge attacks. At least valuable prac-
tical experience had been gained.

T < . -\_-.‘\‘ ’ = &
A ‘\\ - ': ;“%‘_“ &

No lollypop, but a depth charge, with carrier or ““flower pot” attached leaving the Y-gun of

a Fairmile. (GM-0114)
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Their efforts can best be summed up
by the tenor of the following signal
from the Commander, Gulf Sea Fron-
tier, to HMCS Provider and the 73rd
Flotilla:

“MAY I EXPRESS OUR APPRE-
CIATION FOR THE EXCELLENT
SERVICES AND FINE SPIRIT OF
CO-OPERATION OF HMCS ‘PRO-
VIDER' AND THE SEVENTY-
THIRD ML FLOTILLA WHILE
ATTACHED TO THE GULF SEA
FRONTIER. TO ‘PROVIDER’ FOR
THE CARE SHE TOOK OF HER
OWN FLOTILLA AND FOR THE
ASSISTANCE AND TECHNICAL
KNOWLEDGE SHE RENDERED
THE KEY WEST NAVAL STA-
TION IN LOOKING AFTER TRAN-
‘SIENT CANADIAN AND BRITISH
CRAFT AND CANADIAN-BUILT
VESSELS TURNED OVER TO
THIS GOVERNMENT. TO THE
SEVENTY-THIRD ML FLOTILLA
FOR THEIR UNTIRING EFFORTS

IN OUR CONVOY SERVICE.
WELL DONE AND MANY
THANKS.”

. (Signed) Rear-Admiral
W. R. Munroe (USN)

%

N MARCH 31, 1943, the Provider

sailed from Key West as Com-
modord’s ship to a convoy of five to
rendezvous a few miles to the eastward
with a north-bound convoy of eight
ships en route from the Canal Zone
to New- York. A strong northerly gale
was blowing and in consequence we
met the oncoming convoy head-on
several miles south of the rendezvous.
The manoeuvre to place our five ships,
on the right wing of the north-bound
convoy was successfully executed.
Although we had approached the main
convoy at an approximate speed of 12
knots, helped by the following gale,
now, head to wind and sea, our speed
was rapidly reduced to four or five

knots and the Provider dropped astern
in company with a loaded tanker to
become “stragglers”. Enemy submarines
were reported in our close vicinity, the
main convoy could brook no delay,
neither could an escort, be spared for
our protection, so once again, we were
“on our own”.

However, later on the gale veered
to the southwest and, with the help of
the wind on our quarter, contact with
the convoy was regained, only to be lost
again when the gale further veered to
the northwest. From this time on, we
zigzagged continuously on our lone way,
hoping against hope that we would not
be a target for U-boats reported to be
in the area. Luck was with us and
we arrived at New York on April 7, and
proceeded thence in well escorted con-
voys to Boston and Halifax.

Our arrival at Halifax on April 22
coincided with that of the 73rd ML
Flotilla which had leap-frogged its way
north, calling at eastern sea-ports en
route.

(The concluding instalment in this series will appear in an early issue)
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An important by-product of Canada’s Fairmile flotillas was the training of officers and men In small ship operations, Fairmile-trained crews were
drawn on heavily to man the Canadian motor torpedo boat flotillas operating in the English Channel. RCN MTBs, such as this one, inflicted heavy

damage on German coastal shipping. (GM-2015)
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Bowling, Dancing
On Club Program

A bowling party completed and a
spring dance planned are highlights of
the entertainment program of the Co-
bourg-Port Hope Naval Veterans’ Asso-
ciation.

Prize winners at the bowling party,
held in Wright’'s Lanes in Cobourg,
were: Evelyn McCaw, Audrey Puddy,
and FPern Lane for the women; Chuck
McCaw, George Clinton and Bill Lane
for the men.

Entertainment chairman Bill Lane
announced that plans are completed for
a spring dance to be held in the new
Lions’ recreation hall in Port Hope in
May.

Some members and their wives at-
tended the naval balls sponsored by the
Peterborough and Oshawa Clubs.

City Plans to
Display Relics

The Peterborough, Ontario, city
council is considering what should be
done with war souvenirs—including the
the bell from the corvette HMCS Peter-
borough—which have been stored in a
vault for 12 years.

City Clerk E. A, Outram brought to
council’s attention the fact the ship’s
bell and the bagpipes and kettledrum
of the Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry
Highlanders, the headquarters company
of which was enlisted in Peterborough
early in the war, were stored in city
hall.

The city came into possession of the
articles shortly after the cessation of
hostilities. at a time when plans for
construction of the Memorial Centre
were being completed.
| Mr. Outram wrote to. Naval Head-
‘ quarters in Ottawa and asked for a
memento of HMCS Peterborough which
the city intended should be set in a
place of honour in the new community
i centre. The bell was sent in reply.

For some unexplained reason, plans
for a memorial chapel in the Memorial
Centre were not fulfilled and the three
mementoes remained in storage.

Now, however, city council would
like to hold a ceremony and have the
articles placed on display—preferably
in the Memorial Centre.

CNA Directors
Meet in Kitchener

The objectives of the RCN Benevolent
Fund were outlined by Li.-Cdr. Harry
McClymont, fund secretary, at the
quarterly meeting of the board of di-
rectors of the Canadian Naval Asso-
ciation in Kitchener in late January.
The meeting was held in the new club
rooms of the Kitchener-Waterloo branch
of the CNA and was presided over by
H. A. Maynard, CNA national president,
of Oshawa.

Attention was drawn to the fact that
Battle of the Atlantic Sunday would be
held on May 6 and that the May 6-12
would be recognized as Navy Week. It

Why Officers
Went Hungry

Officers in the regular force or re-
serve, who feel the upkeep of uniform
is burdensome, might well cast an eye
on instructions given RCNVR officers
about to join HMCS Saguenay at
Montreal for two weeks' training in -~
the depression year. 1936.

A letier from Naval Service Head-
quarters said it was “strongly recom-
mended” that the VRs bring with
them, in addition to regular uniform
clothing:

Frock coat;

Mess dress jacket;
Evening waistcoats
white);

Cocked hat;
Epaulettes;

Full dress belt;
Boots and shoes as necessary for
above, and

White uniforms.

{(blue and

was suggested that naval veterans’ clubs
might wish to organize special events
to observe the occasion.

The directors decided not to affiliate
at present with the Royal Naval Asso-
ciation but to continue a policy of
cordial co-operation.

Reports from member clubs indicated
a healthy continuation of the trend
toward closer co-operation with the
Navy League of Canada and Sea Cadets.

Directors found encouragement in the
number of requests for information on
the formation of new naval veterans’
clubs and in the noticeable strengthen-
ing of established clubs.

The CNA is considering a distinctive
flash for members’ berets and discussion
of this will be continued at the next
directors’ meeting.

Mr. Maynard congratulated the Kit-
chener-Waterloo branch on their well-
equipped club rooms and on having
acquired them in a comparatively short
time since organizing. He thanked the
club and its ladies’ auxiliary for their
generous hospitality.

The Canadian Naval Association is
sponsoring the eighth annual naval
veterans’ reunion in Kingston on May
18, 19 and 20.—S.P.

Pre-War Club
Names Officers

H. J. Hanson, a former petty officer,
has been elected president of the Pre-
War RCNVR Club in Toronto.

Elected vice-president was C. H. E.
Moore, with N. J. Yorkston, secretary,
H. McCallum, treasurer, and L. Payton
master at arms.

Committee members are: Captain L.
D. Stupart, RCNR (Ret), Lt.-Cdr. J.
Jefferies, RCN (Ret), J. McCallum, S.
Wheeler and William Clews.

Captain W. D. Houghton, command-
ing officer of HMCS Star, Hamilton
naval division, was chairman of the
meeting during elections.
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Last summer Defence Research Board photographer
o B3 : Curtis R. Yool, visited Suffield, Alberta, to take pictures of
the huge, controlled TNT explosion staged there by DRB.
Among the Suffield employees he met was K. G. Kendall,
in your letter of 20tl. April. Vs who, Mr. Yool learned, has a private naval museum that
! occupies almost the entire basement of his home. This was

of immediate interest to former PO “Scotty” Yool, RCN,
s venaived whilat LI5S, &EIGYST was held by the and he visited the Kendalls’ home to find one of the largest
collections of cap tallies, ships’ badges, war medals and
ship models he had even seen assembled by a private citizen.
aooh of the only moil recelved on board during our - - Mr. Kendall’s interest in nayal matters, it turned out, dated
back to the First World War; when he served with the

RCN as an able seaman. One of his prize items is a letter
from HMS Amethyst, mailed just after that warship had
escaped down the Yangtse River in 1949. The picture of
Yours folthfally Mr. and Mrs. Kendall, below, shows only a small corner

G - of his large collection.
/a W Wd;“"‘_—':r‘. T T TR T T

M™Mrot Iicutenant

* T enclose a imethyst cap ribbon a8 requested
T+ may interest you to Ymow that your letter
ivese Conmuntats in the river Yengtae. It was

caforeed stsy there, ' I wos, of courss, unsble to

rénly to your letter at thot time.

Por Commanding Officer,
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AFLOAT AND ASHORE

PACIFIC COMMAND
Second Escort Squadron

More than 300 Canadian sailors Tues-
day were initiated into the realm of
King Neptune, the Ancient Order of
the Mysterious Deep, and duly named
“Shellbacks” of the highest degree,
after crossing the equator for the first
time in their lives.

It happened on board two of three
Royal Canadian Navy desiroyer escorts
during a three-and-a-half month train-
ing and goodwill cruise to Asiatic
waters. HMCS Assiniboine and HMCS
Ottawa crossed the equator in the In-
dian Ocean in February. As the line
was crossed, both ships blew their
sirens loud and long, a signal for all
on board who were veterans of such
crossings to assemble all “tadpoles”, or
first-timers, to prepare for the boarding
of His Majesty, Neptunus Rex and his
Queen,

The Royal couple were suitably at-
tired in flowing robes and wore crowns
made of glittering brass studded with
sea shells. As each tadpole was brought
forward for his initiation, he was re-
quired to bow before the King and
Queen; was thoroughly plastered with
a concoction allegedly made from sea-

-

HMCS Cornwallis donated 473 pints of blood to a recent Red Cross clinic there. Top donors

L

weed, fish and salt water, fed a cere-
monial tablet containing wvarious hot
sauces and seasoning, and then dropped
backwards into a vat of sea water and
dunked until, in the eye of King Nep-
tune, he was “clean” and worthy of
becoming a member of the exclusive
order, Each new shellback will be pre-
sented with a certificale commemora-
ting the event.

The third ship taking a part in the
cruise, HMCS Margaree, did not par-
ticipate in the ceremony as she was
sailing toward Rangoon, Burma, for a
goodwill visit. However, she was to hold
her own ceremony later when she en-
tered more southerly waters en route to
a rendezvous at Trincomalee, Ceylon.

ATLANTIC COMMAND
Fifth Escort Squadron

Five warships of the Fifth Canadian
Escort Squadron arrived at Gibraltar
on March 9 to join the NATO sea/air
exercise Dawn Breeze VII in that area
March 10-30.

French, Netherlands, Portuguese and
British forces were to take part along
with the destroyer escorts St. Croiz,
Restigouche, Kootenay, Gatineau and
Chaudiere. Captain C. P. Nixon, com-

over the years are, left 1o right, Ldg. Sea. Walter Davidson, 30 pints, PO Jack Allan, 25 pints,
and PO Lorne Skinner, 21 pints. With their latest donations is Nurse Edith Grant, (DB-16143)

mander of the squadron, and his staff
were embarked in the St. Croix.

The ships sailed from Halifax March
1 on an eight-day non-stop 2,800-mile
crossing, It was the first transatlantic
irip for the Restigouche and Chaudiere
and, on the 1,243 officers and men in the
five ships, almost two-thirds had not
crossed before,

Despite some heavy weather the pas-
sage was uneventful. Sunday divisions
were held on the weather decks of all
ships March 4 and the next day was
spent training junior officers in pilot-
age and navigation in the vicinity of the
Azores. Lightline transfers involving
all units fook place Tuesday and Cap-
tain Nixon visited the Kootenay briefly
to address the company of a ship re-
cently joined from refit.

Five petty officer musicians were
embarked in the St. Croix. Their Tues-
day night Pops Concert in the main
cafeteria was relayed by radio simul-
tanegusly to the four other ships in
company.

On Wednesday, March 7, the Koot-

"enay marked her third anniversary in

commission. Thursday afiernoon, off
Gibraltar, manceuvres were carried out
with each bridge watchkeeping officer
practising ship handling in close com-
pany with others during rapid changes
of formation.

HMCS Fort Erie

Nearly 125 Canadians of the ship's
company of 150 acquired citizenship in
the domain of Neptunus Rex, mythical
ruler of the district of Equatorius, when
HMCS Fort Erie crossed the line in the
Atlantic Ocean. The crossing occurred
during a two-and-a-half-month train-
ing and good-will cruise to five West
African countries.

The Fort Erie had crossed the Arctie
Circle about five months earlier, during
a cadet training cruise to Iceland.

The ceremony of crossing the line
embodies a maximum of ancient tra-
dition and a minimum of dignity—
making no allowances for respected
years, wisdom, nor rank, and providing
the ship’s company with several hours
of hilarity.

There was ample grist for the initia-
tion mill, for the Fort Erie had on
board many new entries, as well as old
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veterans, whose duties never before
had taken them as far south as the
Equator. There were also those who
forgot to bring proof of previous cros-
sings and had to undergo the humour-
ously humiliating ceremony again.
The evening before the Fort Erie
reached the line, King Neptune sent a
signal to the commanding officer, Cdr.
L. B. Jenson, informing him that the
ship should stop to receive the Royal
Court of His Majesty Neptunus Rex.
The shellback committee consisted of
a large group of the ship’s company, but
the directors of the ceremony and the
verse-writers were CPO Douglas Sykes,

who acted as sheriff of Neptune’s court,
and CPO F. R. MacDonauld, who ful-
filled the part of judge.

CPO -Gerald Lockett, in flowing robes
and wearing long golden beard and
hair (fashioned from ship’s hawser) and
a royal crown, was King Neptune him-
self, while his charming and buxom
handmaid, Aurora, was Ldg. Sea. Greg-
ory Gaudon. The Scribe looked much
like Ldg. Sea. L. A. Day, the attending
court surgeon might have been PO J. N.
Nevitt, and court barbers resembled
Petty Officers D. B. Riddiford, and R.
J. Lavallee., The Deputy Sheriff of the
Royal Court, who rounded up many

VALUABLE relic of the history
A of the exploration of the North is
missing from the Maritime Museum of
Canada, in Halifax, and museum
authorities are appealing for its return.
The missing item is a portion of an
engine plate from Sir John Ross’ ship
Victory which was abandoned in 1832
at the head of Vicloria Harbour, Thom
Bay, Isthmus of Boothia.

Before scuttling the ship, Ross had all
stores, provisions and engine parts put
ashore. Nothing remained of the ship
but the engine parts when HMCS
Labrador visitd the site in September
19517.

Fragments of the engine plate were
brought back and presented to the
Maritime Museum, the largest portion
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Missing Relic

(and the one that is missing) being
one bearing the lettering “H. MAUD-
SLA". The full inscription could not be
deciphered but, in part, the wording
was “H. Maudslay & Co., Makers—
London” and “Great Queen Street”.
Presumably this company made only

the engine plate, because it is known .

that the engine for the paddle steamer
was built by Braithwaite and Ericson.
The heavier parts of the engine were

brought down from the Arctic and pre-

sented to the museum in 1960.

The portion that is missing is at the
centre of the accompanying picture,
which shows the engineer officer of the
Labrador, Cdr. D. H. Fairney, sur-
rounded by the Victory’s engine parts
(LAB-2645).

timid and fearful tadpoles, was PO
Sydney McNevin.

The defaulters were headed by Cdr.
L. B. Jenson, for failing to pay proper
respects to Neptune’s Court on previous
entry into His Majesty’s realm. Ord.
Sea. Robert Aubry was charged with
selling to a member of the court a
genuine African knife, stamped “made
in Germany”. Surgeon Lt.-Cdr. D. G.
Stephenson was condemned for creat-
ing terrible fear in the hearts of the
jellyfish and tadpoles by producing
reams of literature on tropical diseases,
Lt. J. C. Bonneau, for failing to produce
necessary proof of previous crossings
and subsequent presentation at Nep-
tune’s Court and AB Donald St. Amour
for refusing to eat fish, Neptune’s
favourite food.

It took a couple of hours to convert
the Canadian sailors into shellbacks, but
when all was over each was proud of
his new citizenship. After all had been
initiated and when Neptune was satis-
fied of his day’s work, he and his
royal party allowed the Fort Erie to
steam for her next port of call, Tema,
Ghana.—J.C.B.

HMCS Kootenay

HMCS Kootenay in February com-
pleted her work-ups program off Ber-
muda, climaxed by an operational
inspection by Commodore W. M. Landy-
more, Chief of Staff to the Flag Officer
Atlantic Coast.

The ship thereafter rejoined the Fifth
Escort Squadron in time for a seven-
week training cruise overseas which
began March 1.

During the work-ups in Bermuda,
electricians from the Kootenay posed a
formidable array of talent that erushed
electricians from the Sioux in a chal-
lenge softball game 15-0.

NAVAL DIVISIONS

HMCS Donnacona

Dr. Don G. Stephenson of Montreal,
has two ambitions—medicine and travel.

He has been able to satisfy both of
them by serving as a medical officer
on board HMCS Fort Erie, during a
two-and-a-half month. training and
goodwill cruise to West African coun-
tries just ended.

As a surgeon lieutenant-commander
in the RCNR, Dr. Stephenson performs
his duties as an MO once a week at
Donnacona, the Montreal naval di-
vision, and at least once a year goes on
full-time duty with the Navy.

Surgeon Lt.-Cdr. Stephenson’s first
trips to sea were as an ordinary sea-
man, His naval career started in 1946,



when he joined the naval reserve at
Donnacona. At that time he was a
student at MecGill University. In 1949
he graduated with a B.Sc. degree and
was promoted to the rank of sub-
lieutenant in the Reserve.

The following year, he entered the
Medical School at McGill. On gradua-
tion with his medical degree in 1954, he
transferred to the medical branch of
the RCNR.

As a reserve he has ftravelled on
board RCN ships to such widely sep-
arated ports as London, England; Mar-
seilles, France; Genoa, Italy; Amster-
dam, Netherlands; Valencia, Spain,
Scandinavian countries, the Far East,
Hawaii, and the West Indies.

During the recent cruise he visited
Lagos, Nigeria; Dakar, Senegal; Free-
town, Sierra Leone; Accra and Tema,
Ghana, and Abidjan, Ivory Coast.

In Freetown, Dr, Stephenson met a
fellow MeGill alumnus in the person
of Hon. J. Karefa-Smart, Minister of
External Affairs for Sierra Leone. Dr.
Karefa-Smart graduated from the Me-
Gill School of Medicine in 1944, 10
years before Dr. Stephenson.

After the cruise, Dr. Stephenson ret-
turned to Monireal to resume private
practice and part-time service in the
RCNR—until the next opportunity to
see more of the world in the RCN.

HMCS Cabot

A lively account of the efforts of
UNTD cadets of Memorial University,
Newfoundland, as snow sculptors ap-
peared in the recent issue of Muse, the
university’s magazine,

Lt.-Cdr. R. A. F. executive

Montgomery,
officer of HMCS Tecumseh, the Calgary naval
division, receives a cheque for $100 from Lt.
C. I. Avery, executive officer of RCSCC Un-
daunted, representing a contribution by the
sea cadets toward the $1,500 fund required to
renovate Tecumseh’'s outdoor swimming pool

for the 1962
Tecumseh).

season. (Photo from HMCS

This ice-bound destroyer escort was modelled by industrious UNTD cadets attending Mem-
orial University in St. John's, Newfoundland. (Photo by Max Mercer)

The story, which bore the title “An-
chors Aweigh”, has been proudly for-
warded by Cabot, the St. John’s naval
division, to which the UNDT -cadets
are attached and reads as follows:

“Memorial’s naval cadets were the
most disgruntled people on campus
when the Engineers were declared win-
ners of the snow sculpture contest. But
they don’t think their effort was com-
pletely wasted.

“As one cadet put it, ‘Our spirit hasn't
been this good all year.

“Friday afternoon at 4 pm there was
a pile of snow with a deep trench
around it just back of the eastern end
of the Arts Building. Not many shovel-
lers were optimistic enough to see how
it could be made presentable for judg-
ing next morning.

“The word spread and more cadets
came by to help. Taking only enough
time to go to the gymnasium to watch
their team in tri-service basketball,
they worked through the supper hour
and well into the evening. Bolstered by
frequent bursts of song and PT periods
which saw the whole ‘ship’s company’
doubling around the sides, the work
progressed. By the time they quit that
night a scale model of a destroyer escort
was well under way.

“They were back again the next
morning, working in shifts as some left
for lectures. Sub-Lt. Tom Conway
looked like he should have been aboard
the Engineers ‘Friendship 7' as he
manned the fire hose in his plastic suit.

“The cadets’ commanding officer, Lit.
W. J. Gushue, of the Education Depart-
ment, was summoned after the official
judging. On his arrival the cadets fell

in in three ranks and sang the UNTD
song as he climbed about and stood on
the ‘bridge’.

“Lt. Gushue said he was ‘deeply
touched’ and thanked them for giving
him his ‘first command.’

‘“We have the distinction’, he said,
‘of launching the first ship on this

campus’.”

SEA CADETS

RCSCC Kalamalka

Cadet Petty Officers Brian Worth
and Charles Sutherland, both members
of RCSCC Kalamalka, of Vernon, B.C.,
joined HMCS Margaree for her training
cruise to -the Far East.

The two cadets are among 10 cadets
from across Canada who joined the
three St. Laurent class destroyer escorts
from the Second :‘Canadian Escort
Squadron making the training cruise.

The 17-year-old cadets have been
members of RCSCC Kalamalka for
three years and are looking forward to
careers in the Navy.

The Vernon corps won a number of
awards last year, including the D. W.
Barr trophy for the Pacific area for
the best-kept stores and best secretarial
work,

RCSCC Admiral Mainguy

On April 9, 1961, the civie parking
lot at Duncan, B.C. resounded to the
click-click of cadet boots, when over
500 cadets from the three services on
Vancouver Island participated in the
largest tri-service cadet corps com-
petition ever held in Canada.
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This year it is expected that almost 800
cadets from all over Vancouver Island
will take part and set a new record.

The gigantic event was sponsored by
the Cowichan Branch of the Navy
League of Canada and the Admiral
Mainguy Sea Cadet Corps.

Ten units took part in the compe-
tition, all from Vancouver Island. They
were No. 2308 Canadian Scottish Cadet
Corps, Port Alberni; No. 2422 Canadian
Scottish Cadet Corps, Duncan; No. 257
Squadron RCAF Cadets, Ladysmith;
RCSCC Admiral DeWolf, Campbell
River; No. 2483 PPCLI Cadets, Esqui-
malt; RCSCC Amphion, Nanaimo; No.
2289 RCEME Cadets Corps, Victoria;
RCSCC Cougar, Shawnigan Lake Boy’s
School, Shawnigan Lake; No. 2136 Ca-
nadian Scottish Cadet Corps, Victoria;
RCSCC Rainbow; Victoria, and R€SCC
Admiral Mainguy, Duncan.

The job of organizing the event was
well handled by Lt. R. M. Stewart,
commanding officer, Admiral Mainguy
Sea Cadet Corps, with the assistance of
his executive officer, Sub-Lt. S. Phillips.

RCSCC Columbia

The establishment of Fort Langley on
the Fraser River as the first seaport on
the British Columbia mainland was an
historic event of outstanding significance
in the history of the coastal province,

That it is so regarded in B.C. is
testified to by the fact that a meeting
of the premier and provincial cabinet
is held each year in the old Hudson’s
Bay fort to commemorate the founding
of the town in 1858 as the first capital
of the colony that a few years later was
to become British Columbia.

Last year the even earlier nautical
history of the site was recalled when
ceremonies were held commemorating
the choice in 1827 of Fort Langley as a
seaport and training post.

The first steamer on the Pacific Coast
was the Hudson’s Bay Company’s
Beaver. She carried Governor James
Douglas and Mathew Begbie to Fort
Langley for the founding of a mainland
capital on November 19, 1858.

Last year's ceremonies, recalling the
ocecasion, saw the presence of the guard
of RCSCC Columbia, of nearby Alder-
grove. Premier W. A. C. Bennett, after
inspecting the guard, congratulated the
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.Naval Personnel,

Rear-Admiral P. D. Budge, Chief of Naval Personnel, explains features of a madel of the
Bonaventure to Navy League Cadet Grant Clark and his father after the second annual father-
and-son dinner of RCSCC and NLCC Swiftsure in Brandon, Manitoba, on February 12. Admiral
Budge was guest of honour and spoke to the cadets on “Drake’s Drum’.

corps on its achievements, which had
included winning the R. J. Bicknell
trophy, awarded to the B.C. corps with
the highest standing in professional
achievement.

RCSCC Swiftsure

Three hundred and fifty guests at-
tended the second annual father-and-
son banquet of the Swiftsure corps of
the sea cadets and Navy League cadets
in Brandon, Manitoba, on February 12.
Swiftsure’s 65-piece band provided
music throughout the evening.

Rear-Admiral P. D. Budge, Chief of
was the guest of

honour and delighted the cadets with an
address on “Drake’s Drum”.

F. C. Aggett, president of the Navy
League of Canada, presented a cer-
tificate to sea cadet chairman Stanley
Hewitt, in recognition of “meritorious
and outstanding service” to the Navy
League.

Guests included Mayor S. A. Mag-
nacca, of Brandon, senior officers of
the armed forces from Manitoba
centres, H. R. Gillard, secretary of
the Navy League of Canada, and G.
Hanna, sea cadet chairman of the Mani-
toba division of the league.




Northwest under the Ice

N AUGUST 1954, HMCS Labrador
fought her way west under full
power through Viscount Melville Sound
in the North West Passage. The ice was
heavy, hummocked polar pack under
pressure and the officer of the watch
stood his watch with one eye on the
ice and the other on the sounding ma-
chine. A good day’s run was 30 miles,

In August 1960, a scant six years
later, the nuclear submarine USS Sea-
dragon, transited this same siretch of
ice-covered sea, submerged, and con-
tinued on westbound through McClure
Strait bound for the Pole. Her speed
was 16 knots—a day’s run in excess of
380 miles. This was an incredible feat
and a startling revelation of the nuclear
submarine’s capabilities in  waters
abounding with dangers such as in-
accurately charted land masses, un-
known depths and the solid ice above
the Seadragon’s “sail”.

The captain of the Seadragon was
Cdr. George P. Steele, USN, and,
happily for both seaman and layman, he
has written a book about his subma-
rine’s exploits. The author is not only
a highly competent professional naval
officer; he also an able writer,

The book could have been a personal
account of the author’s difficulties and
achievements on the long voyage from
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, to Pearl
Harbour, Hawaii, by way of the North
West Passage but this is not the case,
Only rarely does Cdr. Steele write of
his heavy responsibility as the captain
and leader of a difficult and hazardous
expedition. When he does give a modest
glimpse of a few of the many problems
and decisions besetting him, the utter
loneliness of command deep beneath the
surface of the polar sea becomes for-
cibly evident.

Much of the book is about the officers
and men who manned Seadragon from
her commissioning until her arrival in
Pearl Harbour, and this is as it should
be. A nuclear submarine demands per-

BOOKS for the
SAILOR

fection from her ship’s company in their
everyday duties at sea. The Seadragon
tested her crew’s capabilities in a
unique fashion and the captain gives
generous credit to all who contributed
to the success of the voyage.

Nansen, the Arctic explorer, wrote
many years ago:— “The success of a
polar expedition depends upon the
preparations made beforehand.” This is
as true today as il was in the days of
wooden ships, ice saws, dogs and
sledges. The early chapters of this book
are devoted to the training of a nuclear
submarine’s officers and men.

In the course of his own early train-
ing, the author gives an entertaining
insight into the personality of the iras-
cible, dynamic and controversial Rear-
Admiral Hyman Rickover. The admiral’s
methods and personal demands in the
selection of captains and officers for
nuclear submarines have been criticized
in many quarters. It would however be
foolhardy to criticize the results he
achieves with these unorthodox meth-
ods. Cdr. Steele describes his initial re~-
actions after his first interview with the
formidable admiral. The hopeful candi-
date for nuclear submarines left ex-
tremely angry, having been apparently
rejected out of hand and without much
opportunity to present his case. For-
tunately, for the Seadragon and the
reader, this treatment only hardened
his determination to command a nuclear
submarine and he demanded and got a
second interview.

Sufficient technical information is in-
jected throughout the book to provide
an understanding as to how a nuclear

submarine is manceuvred, propelled and
navigated and the dialogue is skillfully
handled to give emphasis to the con-
stant vigilance necessary to ensure
safety. The hard fact is driven home
that complex equipment such as ice~
berg detectors, highly sensitive sonar
and sounding equipment and all the
other scientific paraphernalia required
for high-speed undersea navigation are
only effective provided skilled inter-
pretation is available. This skill was on
board the Seadragon in good measure
under the leadership of Dr. Waldo Lyon
of the Naval Electronics Laboratory in
San Diego. Very few have heard of
Waldo Lyon but, among those few, his
name is automatically coupled with
the achievements of the nuclear sub=-
marines in their polar voyages.

It will also be of particular interest
to Canadian readers to meet Commo-
dore O. C. S. Robertson, RCN, since
retired, on board the Seadragon as an
adviser and observer. The only question
left unanswered to this reviewer by Cdr.
Steele is how the commodore, who is
six feet, eight inches in height managed
to sleep on a standard length USN
bunk.

With the advent of the RCN into the
submarine field this book should be
widely read and its implications should
be carefully studied. Cdr. Steele is to
be congratulated both as a submarine
captain and an an author in conclu-
sively exploding the myth, still cur-
rently believed in many circles, that
the Canadian Arctic and the Polar
Sea are insurmountable barriers. This
sea has now become a training ground
for nuclear submarines of the TU.S,
Navy. It could become a battleground.
—T.A.L

USS SEADRAGON—NORTHWEST UNDER
THE ICE, by Cdr. George P. Steele, USN;
published in Canada by Clarke, Irwin and
Company, Limited, 791 St. Clair Ave., W,
Toronto 10, 248 pages; illustrated; $5.75.
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THE SAVO DEBACLE

“The Assyrian came down like a wolf
on the fold...”

HE LINE is brought to mind on

reading a book-length account of
the Battle of Savo Island. The wolf in
this instance ‘was 'a Japanese force of
seven cruisers and one destroyer. The
fold was Savo Sound, later and for good
reason to be named Ironbottom Bay.-In
it were 19 transports and freighters,
engaged in the landings on Guadalcanal
and Tulagi,, and a covering force of
eight cruisers and eight destroyers. The
warships were not together, but were
split into four groups and so deployed
as to cover the three entrances to the
sound.

In the post-midnight darkness of
August 9, 1942, the Japanese slashed
in through one entrance and out the
other. Behind them they left four sink-
ing cruisers—three American and one
Australian—and two damaged destroy-
ers. Casulaties were 1,024 killed or died
of wounds, 709 wounded. The Japanese
made off virtually without a scratch.

_ Samuel Eliot Morrison has called
Savo Island one of the worst defeats

ever inflicted on the U.S. Navy. It was
not .decisive—although it might have
been if the Japanese had pursued their
advantage.. And good did come of it. In
this respect it was something like
Dieppe. Many lessons were learned, the
hard way.:

The shock of Savo Island reverberated
throughout the U.S. Navy, and indeed
through all the allied sea forces. The
result was a new and healthy brespect
for the fighting qualities of the Imperial
Japanese Navy, a new toughness in
attitude, and the rectification of nu-
merous faults and failures starkly re-
vealed by the defeat.

The same faults and failures that
occured then can ocecur again, This is
one of the reasons why today so much
emphasis is given to training, in our
navy as in others. It is adlso a good
reason for reading this book—R.C.H.

SAVO. The Incredible Debacle Off Guadal-
canal, by Richard P. Newcomb, New York,
Holt,” Rinehart and Winston (1961); $4.95,

HM SUBMARINES

N THE AFTERGLOW of late evening
I' in the Mediterranean on May 24,
1941, five Italian destroyers were
grimly searching for the submarine that
had just torpedoed one of their charges,
a large troopship crammed with re-
inforcements for the Axis army in North
Africa. For those below there followed
19 minutes of horror as the explosions

" RCN Matchbook
Covers Listed

A comprehensive, illustrated cata-
logue of RCN matchbook covers has
been prepared by Patrick E. Griffiths,
Canadian secretary of the British
Matchbox Label and Booklet Society,
of 30 Gallie Road, Hamilton, Ontario.

Mr. Griffiths is at present trying to
locate matchbook covers from the
Town class destroyers, transferred by
the USN to the RN and RCN in the
1940 destroyers-for-bases deal.

In particular he is seeking a cover.
from HMS Mansfield, ex-USS Evans,
the last ship in which he served. Cur-
rently this cover is selling for '$8.‘
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from 37 depth charges flung their boat
about like a toy.

Finally there was silence and then
“strange noises were heard along the
hull, rather like a sweep wire groping
along the outside”. The 17,800-ton liner
Conte Rosso had sunk to her final rest-
ing place and probably almost succeeded
in enmeshing HMS Upholder in her
rigging and thereby wreaking vengeance
for her own destruction.

For this attack, the highlight of a
successful patrol, Lt.-Cdr. M, D. Wan-
klyn, the commanding officer of the
Upholder won the Victoria Cross, the
first of nine (a total of 24 were awarded
to naval personnel) to be bestowed on
British submariners during the Second
World War. Their deeds, alone, ob-
viously provide interesting material for
Submarine Victory, a book which tells
the story of the Royal Navy’s submarine
branch from September 1939, when

. the Home Fleet put to sea to:escort a
. damaged HMS Spearfish home from

the Kattegat, to the sinking .of a Jap-
anese destroyer by HMS Stubborn in
July 1945,

The author, an ex-submariner, has
consulted reliable sources and his
work is comprehensive, including detail
on the activities of midget submarines.
Thqre are many good stories and it is a
pity that such a large field has had to
be covered, as the book tends to de-

. generate into a dull recital of facts.

Submarine Victory, however, is a
reliable chronological history of a

. resourceful service, which unlike its

enemy counterpart, never had unlimited
opportunities to sink shipping but by
the use of its professional skill, partic-
ularly in the Mediterranean theatre,
was able to exercise a decided influence
on- the course of the war—J.D.FK.

SUBMARINE VICTORY, by David A.
Thomas; published in Canada by the Ryer-
son Press, 299 Queen St. W. Toronto 2B;
224 pages, illustrated; $5.

BRITISH AUTHORITY
ON SHIPS PASSES

Word has been received of the death
in England on December 18, 1961, of
A. C. Hardy, naval architect and pro-
lific writer on shipbuilding, ship de-
sign and naval operations. Author of
the three-volume Everyman’s History
of the' War at Sea and illustrated works,
such as Warships at Work, Mr. Hardy
had maintained close contact with The
Crowsnest for the past 13 years.

Expatriates
Visit Frigates

The visit of the frigates Fort Erie
and New Waterford, to Abidjan, Cote
d'Ivoire, February 18-22, was the first
by Canadian warships to the busy
ultra-modern port on the coast of
West Africa.

The stop-over at Abidjan, the capital
of Ivory Coast, gave Canadian mis-
sionaries and citizens serving there an
opportunity to renew ties with their
-homeland. The missionaries were Rev.
Fr. Robert Ouellette, of Winnipeg. Rev.
Brothers Fernand Bibeau, of Levis,
P.Q., and Charles Casista, of St.-
Como de Beauce, P.Q. These members
of the Marianist Order are directing
the “Externat St. Paul du Plateau”
school in the French community of
Abidjan. Another visitor was Jean-
Paul Baillargeon, of Laprairie, P.Q.,
who is serving as an economist in the
Ivory Coast government.

The U.S. ambassador and embassy
officials’ did much to make the four-
day stay in Abidjan an enjoyable one.
The French Army provided transpor-
tation to and from the beaches for
members of the ships’ companies, for
picnics and sports afternoons.




THE

NAVY PLAYS

Western Anglers
Name Officers

Winds gusting to 74 mph and tem-
peratures that felt like 30 below did
not deter 60 members of the RCN
Anglers’ Association from attending the
annual meeting of the association in
the Naval Technical School theatre at
Naden on January 19.

Newcomers to office, elected at the
meeting, included CPO Des Studley,
president, and CPO Bob Rogerson and
Jim Mackay, directors. Returned for
another term were: CPO Clay Hen-
derson, vice-president; Jack James,
second vice-president; CIliff Timothy,
secretary; CPO Bill Ard, treasurer, and
directors Lt.-Cdr. Joseph Beattie, Bruce
Colegrave, CPO Dave Bulmer and Bill
Hewton.

It was announced that anglers had
qualified for 42 buttons (three gold,
15 silver and 24 bronze) during the
past season.

Last August had proved to be a pro-
ductive month for trophy winners. The
largest salmon trophy for ladies and
juniors and the Derby month trophy
were won at that time. Mrs. Irene
Westover and Robert Alexander each
won two trophies in other events.

Other trophy winners were: Bob
Lyon, for the club’s largest salmon at
36 pounds, eight ounces, and another
for trout angling; Ldg. Sea. R. W.
Kisby, Bill Hoskyn, Mrs. June James,
Bill Hewton, Jack James and Mrs. M.
Mackay.

Trophies
Hallberg.

were presented by Lee

Chief Honoured
By Swimmers

CPO Alpert Trepanier of HMCS
Cornwallis has been made honorary life
president of the Nova Scotia Amateur
Swimming Association. In 1947 the
NSASA was formed and for the past 15
yvears Chief Trepanier has given the
association his leadership and guidance.

For his services as the NSASA's
founder and for his inspiring leader-
ship and devotion to swimming com-
petition in the Maritimes, the association
voted unanimously to confer upon
Chief Trepanier the office of honorary
life president.

CPO ALBERT TREPANIER

“It is hoped that in this small way,
the appreciation of all those connected
with swimming in the Maritimes will
be shown to the man who has done so
much to foster its development,” said
J. P. Hugh Sproule, president of the
association.

CPO Trepanier is in charge of the
Mackenzie new entry training division.
at Cornwallis.

Royal Roads Teams "
Tied in League

The RCN staff and cadet volleyball
teams of Royal Roads tied for first place
at the end of the first half of this
season’s Victoria = Volleyball League
schedule. Now in its second year, the
league is made up of eight teams.

The cadet team, the RCN Ravens, is
considered to be one of the best entries
the Navy has had in many seasons. One
of the players was Jack Crib, a member
of last year’s Canadian tri-service
champion Shearwater team.

Naden Curlers
In Clean Sweep

Winner of the grand aggregate in this
year's Pacific Command bonspiel was a
rink skipped by AB Doug Amos, of
Naden. A record of 10 wins and no
losses in the A and B evenis gave the
rink the first clean sweep in the nine-
year history of the bonspiel.

Emerging victor in the secondary C
and D evenis was a rink composed of
sub-lieutenants of VU-33, skipped by
John Tucker,

Trophies and prizes donated by the
Six Mile House, Yarrows Lid., and
Stockers Lid., were presented to the
winners by Captain J, C. Pratt, rep-
resenting the Flag Officer Pacific Coast.

Naden Grabs
Hockey Crown

Naden defeated defending champions,
the Assiniboine, 4-3 to become Pacific
Command hockey champions for 1961.
The tournament began on November 27,
with a 21-team entry, and ended on
December 22.

Royal Roads Wins
Volleyball Tilt

Royal Roads and the Cape Breton
finished the final game of the 1961 Pa-
cific Command volleyball tourmanent
with a score of 3-0 in favour of Royal
Roads.

Twenty-three teams entered the one
day knockout series on December 19.
The tournament was hard fought from
beginning to end.

Fraser Takes
Hoop Title

The Fraser overpowered the New
Glasgow by a 36-18 score to become
the 1961 Pacific Command basketball
champions.

Twenty ships and establishments
entered the knockout tournament which
was played on December 18, 20 and 21.

UNB Again Tops
Swimming Meet

University of New Brunswick swim-
mers racked up 72 points in February
to carry off top honours for the third
consecutive year in College Militaire
Royal’s annual invitational swimming
meet.

CMR contestants earned a total of
44 points in second place while Laval
University and Macdonald College of
Ste. Anne de Bellevue, Que. tied for
third with 30 each.

Montreal’s Loyola College finished
fourth with 21.
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RN Seeks
Mobility

Forces with increased mobility to
lessen the dependence on overseas bases
is emphasized in the Royal Navy’s es-
timates of 1962, according to the Ad-
miralty News Summary.

“It promises to be a busy year ahead,”
" says the Admiralty publication, in its
commentary on the estimates.

“The First Lord, in presenting the
Explanatory Statement on the Navy
Estimates explained, first of all, the
main setting, which is the trend of
British strategy for some years ahead,
the need for more mobile forces to
lessen the dependence on overseas bases.
The Navy has to be prepared to play
a central role in the kind of operations
which involve closer combination and
co-operation of all three services; it
must inevitably be involved in any
limited war operations in which the
country becomes engaged.

“Less dependence on bases underlines
the great importance of afloat support;
those replenishment tankers, stores and
armament support ships, submarine
depot ships, repair ships, minesweeper
maintenance and support ships, freight-
ing tankers and the like, which we
first fully appreciated in the vast areas
of the Pacific in the last war, when
they were known as the Fleet train.
We are at the moment building two
new Tide class tankers and it is hoped
to order shortly two newer, faster and
bigger ships which will increase our
ability to refuel the Fleet at sea.

“This year, much of what has been
talked about in the past will be really
happening; the guided missile destroyers
are coming into service; the Seaslug
weapon with which they are armed is
becoming operational, that is, the Hamp-
shire and Devonshire are both armed
with Seaslug Mark I; the Dreadnought
is going to be commissioned this year;
the first squadron of Buccaneers em-
barks this year; the Albion, the second
commando ship, is commissioned; the
Wessex helicopter is in service, both
anti-submarine and shortly, carrying
commandos; the Tribals, general pur-
pose frigates, are now in service and,
as well, we are getting on with the
remainder of the four County Class
ships on order; the Valiant, the first

British-designed nuclear submarine is

progressing and the new Leander class
frigates are going ahead”.
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SAILORS AT PLAY
IN THE FAR EAST

EPRESENTATIVE teams from the

Assiniboine, Margaree and Ottawa
have participated in an active sports
program during their winter cruise to
southeast Asia. They have played soft-
ball, soccer, volleyball, water polo, golf,
hockey and basketball and their op-
ponents have included Japanese civilian

‘and service teams and others represent-

ing ships of the British, Indian and
U.S. navies.

During the divisions’ brief stay in
Pearl Harbour, teams met the USS
Radford, Renshaw and Shelton in both
softball and basketball, the Canadians
winning three softball outings and los-
ing two basketball games.

An active sports program was ar-
ranged for, K the division for the period
of its stay in Yokosuka, Japan. The
opposition was from the USN Seahawks,
locally known as the top dogs in most
athelic activities on the naval base,
and select teams from the Japanese
Maritime Self-Defence Force. Against
such opposition, the divisional teams
faired extremely well, considering that
this was the first opportunity for the
teams from the three ships to play
together as a unit.

The first softball game was played
against the Seahawks, who proved to be
far superior in all phases of the game
as they ran up a score of 13-0. Lack of
practice and bad timing in the field
proved to be the downfall of the divi-
sional team as the Seahawks scored all
13 runs on only five base hits.

The following day the division played
the Japanese representative team and
won by a score of 12-6. This game
provided a new experience to many of
the RCN players, as the first half of
the game was played under Japanese
rules and with Japanese equipment.
After five innings, the hosts held a
4-3 lead but faltered in the later innings
when playing under Canadian rules and
with Canadian equipment.

Adherence to the Olympic rules by a
strict and competent official was in itself
too much for the inexperienced divi-
sional volleyball team. The USN Sea-
hawks were again the opposition and
displayed excellent teamwork and co-
ordination to win handsomely 15-5,
15-10, 15-13.

The soccer game proved to be the
most popular of the week, receiving
publicity through the base newspaper

and local advertising boards. The USN
Seahawks are leading the Tokyo and
District Soccer League with an im-
pressive five wins, two draws and one
loss record. It was generally felt and
expressed that the Seahawks would
beat the RCN at its own game.

The first half saw the Canadians one
goal up, having outshot the opposition
24-2. After five minutes of the second
half the Seahawks equalized. The re-
mainder of the game saw the divisional
team in the Seahawk half of the field
for most of the time, again outshooting
the opposition 16-3. Rather than play
extra time to decide the game, the US
team declined in favour of a draw.

The USN Seahawks again appeared
to be masters of the hardwood floor,
in beating -the divisional basketball
team 55-45. The score could have been
considerably higher had the opposition
so desired. The second game was played
against the Maritime Self-Defence
Force, who, though far superior in speed
and ball handling, were unable to
collect the rebounds from the back-
boards because of the difference in
height of the two teams. This was to
the advantage of the RCN team who
went on to win 62-486,

The first two hockey games were used
to condition the players and select the
team to play the Tokyo Industrial All-
Stars. The first of the games was played
against the University of Tokyo, which
was beaten 4-2, while the second was
against the University of Wasedo, which
surprisingly beat the Canadians 8-5.
With these two games behind them and
a restful week-end in Tokyo, the divi-
sional team was well primed to take
on all comers.

On Monday, February 5, the team
scored a 10-3 victory over an all-star
team from an industrial league in
Tokyo.

An estimated 2,500 Tokyo citizens
and a cheering section of Canadian
sailors watched the game in Tokyo’s
Korakuen Ice Palace. The Canadian
ambassador to Japan, W. F. Bull, offi-
ciated at the opening face-off.

AB Dale Frost led the Canadians with
three goals. AB Bill Thomas, scored
two, and the others were tallied by Ldg.
Sea. Bill Low, PO Walter Rowan, Ord.
Sea. Barry Grainger, AB Richard Vol-
lett, and PO Paul Lapointe.



Ord. Sea. George Carlson, of Port
Arthur, tended goal for the Navy team,
which was coached by PO Art Wadlow,
of Mirror, Alta.

Both recreational and competitive golf
maches were played by RCN golfers.
The'officers played against the Canadian
Embassy Staff and senior officers of the
Japanese Maritime Self-Defence Force.
After the last foursome reached the
clubhouse, all participants sat down
to an enjoyable luncheon, after which
the Canadian Ambassador presented the
individual prizes. The ships’ company
golfers had a very successful outing
against the Fleet Activities Staff with
a victory of 7-2,

During the division’s two-day stop-
over at Singapore Naval Dockyard, the
host ship for the division was HMS
Cassandra. The sports schedule was so
arranged that organized games were
played in the dog watches, thus taking
advantage of a setting sun and a cool,
refreshing sea breeze.

| r————-

Before officers proceed to training leading to sub-specic tion in weap

Basketball was the only sport in
which the RCN showed its mastery. In
the first game against the host ship HMS
Cassandra, the inexperience of handling
the ball and the inaccuracy in shoot-
ing for the basket was the difference in
the score. The Cassandra’s team, though
down by some 36 points, never let up
the pace throughout the entire game,
the final score being 48-12,

The second game was scheduled
against HMS Cavalier but when the
divisional team arrived at the court
they found representatives of the Indian
Navy ready to play them. The Indian
Navy team was a much faster and more
experienced team than HMS Cassandra’s
but still lacked the accuracy in shoot-
ing and the difference in height was
to the Canadians’ advantage. An enjoy-
able game was played with the final
score being 51-13. in Canada’s favour.

The first soccer game was played
against a combined team from the In-
shore Flotilla. The score at half time

was 1-0 in favour of the minesweepers.
The stamina required for the second
half and the hardness of the ground
proved too demanding for the RCN
team, the final score being 5-1 in favour
of the “home team”.

HMS Hartland Point was the divi-
sion’s opponent on the second day and
proved to be a much stronger team than
that of the Inshore Flotilla. With ex-
ceptional ball control and accuracy in
shooting it was not difficult for them
to run up a score of 7-2.

Had the divisional team had one or
two experienced players of the calibre
of the RCN team that plays in the city
league in Victoria, the results of both
waterpolo games could well have been
reversed. The standard of waterpolo
played was not exceptionally high,
HMS Cavalier provided the opposition
for the first game and won handsomely
8-3, while Inshore Flotilla was the op-
ponent for the second game, winn-
ing 6-1.

and in operations they undergo a 22-week course at HMCS Venture

in mathematics, physics, electricity and electronics. Members of the second weapons-operations course, which began March 6, are: Front row, Lieut-
enants P. J. Drage, L. J. Cavan and L. T. Zbitnew; Lt.-Cdr. D. A. Roberison, course officer, and Lieutenants J. L. Woodbury. J. B. Buchan and M. W.

Rocheleau, and standing, Lievtenants J. B. Kilbride, R. A. Willson, C. Boyle, D. L. Rushton, J. M. Bishop, B. E. Derible, F.

). G. Carruthers, N. D. Scott-Moncrieff and T. S. Hayward. (E-65358)

C. Sherwood, D. G, Thomson,
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RETIREMENTS

PO HENRY GORDON BLANCHARD,
P1AMS3, of Montreal, Que.; joined January
27, 1941; served in Naden, Stadacona, St.
Clair, Captor II, Peregrine, Scotian, Huron,
Niobe, Warrior, RCNAS Dartmouth, Magnifi-
cent, Shearwater (18CAG), Shearwater
(VS880), (VS8sl), Naden, (VC33); awarded
CD; retired February 3, 1962.

CPO ALEXANDER DOUGLAS CHAL-
MERS, C1RM4, of Killwinning, Ayrshire,
Scotland; joined March 1, 1937; served in
Stadacona, HMS Victory I, Restigouche, Ven-
ture, Fort Ramsay, Westmount, Cowichan, St.
Hyacinthe, Gatineau, Bytown, Scotian, War-
rior, Haida, Shearwater, Cornwallis, La
Hulloise, Albro Lake radio station, Magnifi-
cent, Bonaventure, Shelburne; awarded Long
Service and Good Conduct medal; retired
February 28, 1962,

CPO ROBERT JAMES CLEMENS, C1ET4,
of Didsbury, Alta.; joined March 1, 1937;
served in Naden, Skeena, St, Laurent,
Ottawa, HMS Victory, Assiniboine, May-
flower, Niobe, HMS Defiance, Stadacona,
Sioux, Givenchy, Rockcliffe, Crescent, On-
tario, Crusader, S vale, S} ; awarded
CD: retired February 28, 1962.

CPO THOMAS EDWARD ELSTONE,
C1SN4, of London, Ont.; joined January 15,
1940; served in Naden, Stadacona, Fundy,
St. Croix, Chambly, Burlington, Buaddeck,
Columbia, Nipigon, Cornwallis, Westmount,
Awalon, Coppercliffe, Uganda, Prevost, Swan-
sea, Iroquois, Haida, Micmac, Lo Hulloise,
Algonquin, Star, Patriot, York; awarded CD;
retired February 4, 1962.

CPO ALFRED GOLD, C2BN3, of Vancou-
ver, B.C.; joined March 1, 1937; served in
Naden, Skeena, St. Laurent, Nootka, Prince
Robert, Burrard, Stadacona, Cornwallis,
Peregrine, Avalon, Crescent, Athabaskan,
Ontario, Niobe, Excellent, Crusader, Mira-
michi; awarded RCN Long Service and Good
Conduct medal; Mention-in-Despatches Feb-
ruary 6, 1954; retired February 28, 1962.

PO JOHN STEWART HILTON, P1BN3, of
Halifax, N.S.; served in RCNVR February 22,
1938-Aug. 6, 1945; joined RCNR Aug. 27, 1948,
transferred to RCN Feb 6, 1852; served in
Stadacona, McNab Island, Marie Therese,
Fort Ramsay, Nipigon, Cornwallis, Edmund-
ston, Avalon, Hochelaga II, Stettler, Goder-

ich, Peregrine, Victoriaville, Captor II,
Scotian, Brockville, Crescent, Algonquin,
Shearwater, Portage, Acadia, Bytown;

awarded Long Service and Good Conduct
medal February 6, 1945 (RCNVR); retired
February 5, 1962.

CPO GEORGE ALEXANDER KILGOUR,
C2WsS4, of Stratford, Ont.; joined July 12,
1937; served in Stadacona, Skeena, HMS Vic-
tory, Niagara, Assiniboine, Chippawa, Corn-
wallis, Stormont, Peregrine, Niobe, Naden,
Nootka, La Hulloise, Micmac, Bytown,
Quebec, Huron, Naden, Crusader, Fort
Erie, Swansea, Terra Nova; awarded RCN
Long Service and Good Conduct medal; re-
tired February 4, 1962

PO ROY EDWARD McALPINE, P1WS4, of
Guelph, Ont.; joined January 27, 1941; served
in Naden, Cornwallis, Stadacona, Iroquois,
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" Hochelaga II, La Salle, Peregrine, Scotian,

Sussexvale, Uganda, Div, Tdr. 6, Lloyd
George, Haida, La Hulloise, Magnificent, By-
town, Lauzon, Niobe, Excellent, Patriot
(GLTC), Star, York; awarded CD; retired
February 9, 1962,

CPO RALPH JAMIESON McCLINTON,
C2ER4, of Pangman, Sask.; joined June 2,
1941; served in Naden, Malaspina, Givenchy,
Stadacona, Cornwallis, Hunter, Hochelaga II,
CN 567, Royal Mount, Saint John, Border:,
Cities, Oshawa, Heatherton, Rockcliffe, On-
tario, Haida, La Hulloise, New Waterford,
Sioux, Jonquiere, Crescent; awarded CD;
retired February 12, 1962.

CPO ROMEO ROLAND MERCURE, C2BN4,
of Montreal, Quebec; joined RCNVR July 8,
1940; transferred to RCN May 10, 1946; served
in Cartier, Stadacona, Prince Henry, Avalon,
Gatineau, Peregrine, Warrior, Magnificent,
Montcalm, D’Iberville, Hochelaga, Donnacona;
awarded CD; retired February 23, 1962.

CPO ADRIEN LAURIER MICHAUD,
C1ST4, of Riviere du Loup, Quebec; joined
February 16, 1937; served in Stadacona, St.
Laurent, Skeena, Ottawa, Naden, Sans Peur,
Prince Robert, Givenchy, NOIC Esguimalt,
Niobe, J-3393, Warrior, Rockcliffe, Discovery,
Bytown, Ontario; awarded RCN Long Service
and Good Conduct Medal; retired February
15, 1962,

CPO EDWARD NEVILL MOORE, ClER4,
of Hamilton, Ont.; joined March 1, 1937;
served in Stadacona, St. Laurent, Skeena, St.
Croix, Assiniboine, Cornwallis, Hunter,
Niobe, Sioux, Huron, Qu’Appelle, Iroquois,

While on & tour of U.S. defence installations by 34 faculty
Defence College, Kingston, Rear-Admiral A. H. G. Storrs, commandant of the coll

Nootka, Magnificent, Haida, Cayuga; awarded
RCN Long Service and Good Conduct medal;
retired February 28, 1962,

PO GEORGE SAMUEL O'KEEFE, PIRFP3,
of Toronto, Ont.; joined January 27, 1941;
served in Naden, Stadacona, HMS Rampura,
Venture, Annapolis, Mayflower, Kamsack,
York, Brunswicker, Hochelaga II, ML-115,
Burrard, Nabob, Niobe, Peregrine, St. Hya-
cinthe, St. Laurent, Warrior, Magnificent,
Nootka, York, Shearwater, Cornwallis, Bona-
venture; awarded CD; retired February 3,
1962.

CPO JOHN CLEMENT WALDRON, CI1PT4,
of Halifax, N.S.; joined May 10, 1937; served
in Naden, Skeena, St. Laurent, HMS Victory,
HMS Excellent, Assiniboine, Stadacona, St.
Francis, Niobe, Chaudiere, Saskatchewan,
Peregrine, Iroguois, Saut Ste. Marie, Rock-
cliffe, Ontario, Venture, Royal Roads;
awarded CD; retired February 4, 1962.

CPO FREDERICK ARCHIBALD WATTERS,
C1SG4, of Big Valley, Alta.; joined March
1, 1937; served in Naden, Stadacona, HMS
Victory I, Restigouche, Ottawa, Armentieres,
Assiniboine, Avalon, St. Hyacinthe, Venture,
Orillia, Royal Roads, Uganda, Ontario, Cay-
uga, Cornwallis, Crescent, Skeena; awarded
RCN Long Service and Good Conduct medal;
retired February 28, 1962.

CORRECTION: Some errors of omission
and commission oecurred in the notice of the
retirement of CPO Thomas Edward Moor-
croft. He served in both the old and the new
Skeenas and was mentioned in despatches on
November 14, 1944. A resident of Vancouver
before joining thé RCN, he is now residing
at 2713 Victor Street, Victoria, B.C.

e it BV

ts of the National
ge, was briefed,

s and

during a visit to Fort Benning, Georgia, on the proper method of adjusting a parachute. His in-
structor was Col. Michael Paulick, director of the Airborne-Air Mobility Department, U.S. Army

Infantry School. (U.S. Army photo)
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IN 1916

FIVE BRITISH'B/CLASS SuB—
MARINES

C) WERE CONVERTED To =
SURFACE PATROL BOATS AT MALTA(D) ™
(THEY BORE *S" SERIES NUMERALS).

THEY WERE STRIPPED OF THEIR ELECTRIC —=vemr

MOTORS AND RENDERED INCAPABLE L —— =
OF SUBMERGING . THEIR HULLS WERE v’%‘-
BUILT UP AND A I2-PDR. GUN WAS =

MOUNTED FORWARD . THE CONMING TOWER.
WAS REPLACEP By A WHEEL HOUSE..

;3_3____, THE BRITISH SUBMARINE *M-3" (1920), AS
=" FIRST COMPLETED, MOUNTED A |2-|NCH GUN

FOR BOMBARDMENT PURPOSES. SHE WAS LATERL
CONVERTEP INTO A MINELAYER (ABOVE) AND
HER CASING WAS BUILT UP OVER HER PRESSURE
HULL. TO ACCOMODATE THE MINES. THIS GAVE
HER AN APPEARANCE UNLIKE ANY SUBMARINE
BEFORE HER, OR SINCE...

Te e THORNTOH

Number 103

SUBMARINES THAT LIVED TWO LIVES/

ToPAY , NAVAL EMPHASIS 1S ON ANTI- SUBMARINE
CRAFT..EVEN A/S SUBMARINES! IN WORLD WAR |
THE PROBLEM WAS NEW... AND EVEN SUBMARINES
WERE COMVERTED INTO SyB-CHASERS,,,
SURFACE VARIETY/!

gt M W SOV ST
T — ——

—
—

—_— —

HMS. SWORDFISH (1916)...BUILT AS A SUBMARINE (A),
WAS A COMPLETE FAILURE, SHE WAS STEAM-
POWERED ON THE SURFACE WITH A COLLAPSIBLE
FUNNEL, IN [017 SHE WAS CONVERTED TO A
SURFACE PATROL BOAT (B) AND WAS ARMED
WITH TWO 3-INCH GUNS AND DEPTH CHARGES,
STILL A FAILURE,SHE WAS BROKEN UP IN
1922, OF ITALIAN DESIGN,
SHE LED DIRECTLY TO THE
FAMOUS K" CLASS OF
SUBMARINES...

(ABOVE):

THE ROYAL NAVY'S FIRST SUBMARINE
(No.1,-1902)), To PREVENT THE BOAT
FROM SURFACING WHEN A TORPEDO
WAS FIRED, 2 MEN HAD To RUN FOR-
WARD TO MAINTAIN TRIM. THE PRIMITIVE
PERISCOPE SHOWED A VERTICAL IMAGE,
AMERICAN-DESIGNED , SHE WAS ABOUT
58 FEET IN LENGTH....
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South China Sea with ships of the Second Canadian Escort Squad-
ron in February of this year is HMCS Ottawa. The frame is the
design used to encircle all RCN ship badges, (CCC2-671)

OUR NAVY

This is the tenth edition of Our Navy
and the fourth which has appeared as a
special issue of The Crowsnest,

A number of the articles first appeared
in the RCN issue of Canadian Shipping
and Marine Engineering News, Toronto,
Most of the regular Crowsnest departments
have been omitted to make way for special
features.

On the Opposite Page: Early this year
HMCS Crescent sailed from Halifax to
carry out trials in European waters with
her Canadian-designed variable depth sonar,
She is shown entering Gibraltar after ex-
ercising with NATO forces in the eastern
Atlantic and Mediterranean in mid-March.
(HS-67600-88)
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Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Directorate of Naval
Photography, quoting the negative number
of the photograph, giving the size and finish
required, and enclosing a money order for
the full amount, payable to the Receiver
General of Canada,

Sizes, finish and the National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only ., $ .10
6'2 x 82 glossy finish only ............ 40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish
11 x 14 matte finish only
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The Crowsnest may be sub-
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year; outside of North America,
$1.50. Orders, accompanied by
cheque or money order made to
the Receiver General of Canada,
should be sent to:

THE QUEEN’S PRINTER,
Department of Public Printing
and Stlationery,
Ottawa, Ont.
Communications, other than those

relating to subscriptions, should
be addressed to:

EDITOR,

The Crowsnest,
Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, Ont.
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The Purpose

IME HAS NOT dulled, nor have new

weapons, new strategies or new inter-

national situations altered the essential purpose
of the Royal Canadian Navy.

The RCN’s purpose is to assure, with the
co-operation of the forces of the free world, that
Canada will be able to utilize the seas, without
restriction, in peace or war.

In support of this purpose, the Royal Cana-
dian Navy is charged with the defence of sea
lines of communication through control, escort
and convoy of shipping, the guarding of our shores
from attack from the sea—in these days of sub-
marine-launched missiles a more serious threat
than ever known before—and the contribution
of forces to the NATO mutual defence system.
It may be asked to lend support to the United
Nations, whenever and wherever it is required.

The Royal Canadian Navy must, therefore,
be ready at all times to undertake all or any of
a variety of operational tasks, varied only by the
circumstances, which could be a police action, a
conventional war, or limited or all-out nuclear
conflict.

More and more, as population pressures in-
crease and standards of living rise, the countries
of the world depend on each other. This is re-
flected in such statistical facts as the presence
each day on the North Atlantic of an average of
3,350 merchant ships carrying millions of tons of
cargo. Set against the fact that the vast majority
of submarines in existence today are primarily
equipped for the destruction of shipping, the im-
portance of the Navy’s role becomes apparent.

of the RCN

Although it is obvious from this that the
Navy’s main function lies in the field of anti-
submarine warfare, other eventualities (the
Korean War is an example) must be taken into
consideration. It must be ready to transport, land
and support Canadian Army units. It must be
ready to provide mobile command and base
facilities for the military undertakings far from
home.

The Navy must give protection to Canada’s
coastline, by offshore patrols and inshore mine-
sweeping operations. It must contribute early
warning of attack from over, on or under the sea.

The most demanding task of all is based on
the ability to find and destroy enemy submarines
—a science which has been highly developed in
the Royal Canadian Navy and one which is
essential in the shepherding of convoys, the de-
struction of submarines proceeding to and from
their areas of operation or the prevention of
missile-armed submarines from coming within
firing range.

In peacetime the skills and equipment of the
RCN are called upon time and again to take part
in search and rescue operations and in the
performance of other humanitarian services.
Should war come, these same resources will be
available in the cause of national survival.

On the opposite page is tabulated, ship by
ship, the strength which the Royal Canadian
Navy at present possesses to carry out its al-
lotted tasks. It will be apparent from the informa-
tion given there that the RCN is far from a static
force, that it is steadily improving its freedom of
-action and its weaponry to keep abreast of the
formidable technological developments of mod-
ern warfare,

But ships and weapons are not enough. Be-
hind them must be a highly trained, alert and
loyal body of officers and men. Such are to be
found in the Royal Canadian Navy and its
Reserve.




COMPOSITION OF THE FLEET

The Royal Canadian Navy's 62 commissioned ships
(a 63rd will be added in October) range from an
aireraft carrier through 14 modern destroyer escorts,
- 11 destroyer escorts of earlier design, 18 frigates, a
submarine, 10 minesweepers, two escort maintenance
ships and down to seven smaller craft. Two Royal
Navy submarines serve in the Atlantic Command
under the operational control of the RCN. Three ships
are on loan to other governmeni departments. There
are 129 auxiliary vessels, ranging from survey ships,
oilers and ocean tugs down to small yard craft.

The RCN has three first-line air squadrons, one
with Tracker anti-submarine aircraft, one with Ban-~
shee all-weather jet fighters armed with Sidewinder

aijr-to-air missiles, and one operating anti-submarine
helicopters. Four other squadrons are engaged in
training, evaluation and other duties.

Six more destroyer escorts are building in Ca-
nadian shipyards and one of these, the Mackenzie, is
due for completion in October, Also under const