€

Vol 16, No. 1=




T e e

———
. . .

—— e L Ry g -




“CROWSNEST

Vol. 16 No. 1 THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY'S MAGAZINE JANUARY 1964

CONTENTS
Page
RCN News Review ..................cccccccccveeiiiininin, 2
The RCN in 1963 .......................................... 5
Minister Views the Navy ..................c... cooeeei., 8
Officers and Men ...............................coeeiiinn, 9
Summer on ‘th.e Lakes‘ ........................................ 11
Boat Cloak .............................ccoiciioisii 14
Home from the Sea ...............................cccc. 16
" Afloat and AShOTe ... oo 17
Officer Selection ..... i TR 20
Sailor in Yemen ... 23
Books for tﬁe SAIIOF ..o 24
Letters to the Editor ............................................ 25
The Navy Plays ..........................coiciviiiiii, 27
Retirements e, 28
Naval Lore Corner No. 123 ... Inside Back Cover
The Cover—HMCS Assiniboine shows a turn of speed during
trials. The St. Laurent was the second ship to be given similar
helicopter-carrying capacity and two others, the Ottawa and
Saguenay will join the select circle during 1964. (E-73649)

LADY OF THE MONTH

HMCS St. Laurent, the first of her class,
introduced a ncw sleekness of appearance
to the navies of the world, when she was
commissioned in 1955. Now she has lost
some of that streamlining and gained new,
powerful capabilities as an anti-submarine
vessel with the addition of helicopter hangar
and deck and variable depth sonar.

Afler preliminary trials in B.C. coastal
waters, the St. Laurent launched her new
carcer in early January by starting on a
voyage around the world the long way
to her new home port of Halifax, where
she will arrive in mid-summer.

The photograph on the opposite page was
taken during ftrials in British Columbia
waters shortly after the St. Laurent re-

commissioned. (S-74859)
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Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Directorate of Naval
Photography, 'quoting the negative number
of the photograph, giving the size and finish
required, and enclosing a money order for
the full amount, payable to the Receiver
General of Canada.

Sizes, finish and the National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. $ .10

6% x 83 glossy finish only ............. 40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish ... PN . 11
11 x 14 matte finish only ,........,.... 1,00
6x2 * e i 3.00
20 x 24 ¢ " i eieeraa 4.00
30x40 ¢ “ BN 8,00

-

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $2 a
Year; outside of North America, $3.
Orders, accompanied by cheque or
money order payable to the Re-
ceiver General of Canada, should
be sent to:

THE QUEEN'S PRINTER,

Department of Public Printing
and Stationery,

OTTAWA, Ontario

Communications, other than
those relating to subscriptions,
should be addressed to:

EDITOR,

The Crowsnest,
Naval Headquarters,
OTTAWA, Ontario.
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These men of HMCS Cape Scott, employed in various trades on board the mobile repair ship, have a part-time but important job as clearance
divers (ships). Making plans for an underwater survey of the ship’s bottom at Halifax are, left to right, Ldg. Sea. David Denomey, PO Mike McQuillen,
and AB Alfred Dorion. Their “wet suits’” absorb water which, warmed by the skin, forms an insulating layer to protect them from the bitter cold.
(HS-73956)

Officer Plan Open
To Serving Men

Men already serving in the RCN will
be considered for promotion to general
list officer status through terms of the
Short Service Officer Plan for 1964 and
subsequent entries, it was announced
in January.

The Short Service Officer Plan is
designed to provide officers with seven-
year commissions for fleet service and
naval aviation.

Officer cadets are enrolled on seven-
year commissions and paid at the same
rate as acting sub-lieutenants, $235 a
month. Twenty-two months after his
training starts, the cadet is confirmed in
the rank of sub-lieutenant and is paid
$331 a month basic.

The young officer has the opportunity
to apply for a permanent commission
two and one half years after SSOP
training begins. Officers may be con-
sidered for promotion to the rank of
lieutenant on the completion of five
years in the rank of sub-lieutenant.

To be eligible for transfer to the plan,
enlisted personnel must meet the same
requirements as shore applicants. Junior
matriculation education or the equiv-
alent and single status are among
these.

The procedure followed in recom-
mending and selecting men for promo-
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tion via the Short Service Officer Plan
is the same as that promulgated for the
former Venture Plan.

It will not be possible to transfer from
the SSOP to the Regular Officer Train-
ing Plan or the College Training Plan.

The final board of review for the Sep-
tember 1964 intake will meet in Nawval
Headquarters in July.

First Oberon
To Be Launched

The launching of the first of three
Oberon class submarines being obtained
in Britain for the Royal Canadian Navy
was scheduled for Her Majesty’s Dock-
yard, Chatham, Feb. 29.

The submarine’s RCN name is Ojibwa,
after the nation of Indians who occupy
the Lake Superior region of Canada.
It is intended to name the two other
boats, also to be built at Chatham for
the RCN, after Canadian Indian tribes
whose names begin with “O”.

Lady Miers, wife of Rear-Admiral Sir
Anthony C. C. Miers, VC, (Ret) ac-
cepted an invitation to sponsor the
Ojibwa. The submarine originally was
laid down for the Royal Navy as the
Onyx but has been made available to
the RCN to ensure early delivery of
submarines to Canadian service.

Admiral Miers was awarded the Vic-
toria Cross in 1942 while a Lieutenant-

Commander in command of the sub-
marine Torbay. Early in March of that
year he stalked a convoy into the hea-
vily defended enemy port of Corfu in
the Mediterranean and eventually at-
tacked two of its supply ships in broad
daylight in conditions of glass calm.
Hon. Lionel Chevrier, newly ap-
pointed Canadian High Commissioner
to Britain, was named to represent the
Canadian Government at the launching.

Commendation
For Rescue

The rescue of a 15-year-old boy from
the waters of the St. Lawrence River
last summer has brought a commenda-
tion certificate from the Chief of the
Naval Staff, and a letter of congratula-
tion from the Naval Secretary for a 20-
year-old able seaman of HMCS Fort
Erie.

Rear-Admiral J. V. Brock, Flag Offi-
cer Atlantic Coast, presented the cer-
tificate and the letter to AB Real Joseph
Yvon Viens at a ceremony in the
Admiral’s office on January 16.

On August 26, while the Fort Erie
was alongside at Murray Bay, Quebec,
the boy accidentally rode his bicycle
over the edge of the jetty. AB Viens,
without hesitation or prompting, jumped
from the forecastle of the frigate and
rescued the boy, who could not swim,



Other men from the Fort Erie later
recovered the bicycle from the river
bottom,

AB Viens is the son of Mr, and Mrs,
Leopold Viens of St. Cesaire, 30 miles
west of Montreal, He joined the RCN
in May 1961.

Restricted Duty
Section Launched

A restricted duty section of the gen-
eral list of officers will come into effect
at the end of March, in accordance with
a recommendation of the Ad Hoc Com-
mittee on the RCN’s Personnel Struc-
ture,

The restricted duty section of the gen-
ral list will be made up of officers con-
sidered qualified for transfer by post-
graduate training.

Officers are being individually notified
of their eligibility for the section and
this includes other general list officers
without post-graduate standing but with
exceptional capability in specialized
fields.

The announcement said there are
sufficient officers in the rank of lieuten-
ant qualified for the restricted duty
section and it is anticipated that candi-
dates in this rank with other qualifica-
tions will be accepted.

Some vacancies for officers above this
rank exist and a few officers with quali-
fications less than a master’s degree will

Defence Minister Paul Hellyer addresses the ship’s company of the Bonaventure during his
January visit on board the aireraft carrier.

The Flug Officer Atlantic Coast, Rear-Admiral J. V. Brock, presents a certificate of commenda-
tion from the Chief of the Naval Staff to AB Real Joseph Yvon Viens for the rescue of a 15-year-old
boy from the St. Lawrence River last summer. (HS-73917)

be considered for transfer. The re-
stricted duty section is expected to be
maintained at about 125 officers. The size
of the section is based upon the total
number of billets to be filled and other

appointments in which restricted duty
officers may be placed. The requirement
will be reviewed and revised annually.
Billets contain appointments from lieut-
enant to rear-admiral inclusive.

The announcement gave examples of
restricted duty billets: Director of Ma-
rine and Electrical Engineering; Staff
Officer Management Control (Naval
Supply) in Naval Headquarters; in the
weapons division of the Fleet School,
Halifax; on the staffs of the Commo-
dore Superintendent Atlantic; Com-
modore Superintendent Pacific; the
Naval Engineering Development Investi-
gation Team and the project section of
VX 10, the experimental air squadron at
Shearwater.

Some appointments can be filled by
either resiricted duty section or general
duty officers. These include: Chief of
Naval Technical Services; dockyard
superintendents; Director General
Fighting Equipment; Director of Opera-
ting Systems; Staff Officer Data Proc-
essing at Naval Headquarters; on the
staffs of squadron commanders; on the
staffs of the Naval Members, Canadian
Joint Staffs in London or Washington
and on the staffs of Principal Naval
Overseers.

It is stated further that opportunity
will exist for all lieutenants in the re-
stricted duty section to be promoted to
lieutenant-commander. Thereafter, the
promotional opportunities will compare
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favorably with those of general duty
officers. This will be ensured by reserv-
ing an appropriate number of promotion
vacancies for restricted duty officers.
Officers will retain the seniority they
held on transfer.

Stadacona Band

Busy at Christmas

Playing meant work for the 45 mem-
bers of the band of HMCS Stadacona
during the busy Christmas season when
the bandsmen gave of their own time
and money for an extra Christmas
engagement. They also contributed their
talents to entertain underprivileged
children from the Dartmouth area.

In co-operation with the Salvation
Army, 39 youngsters were entertained
by the bandsmen at a Christmas party
in St. Andrew’s Church hall, Dartmouth.
For this the bandsmen donated a day
off and among them collected more than
$100 to provide gifts. Party treats were
donated by merchants.

And while the children’s party was a
favorite with the band, it was the band’s
annual carol tour that was a favourite
with the fleet.

For this event, half of the bandsmen
sang carols while the remainder pro-
vided the accompaniment. The band
strolled along the jetties to bring carols
to the men on board the ships in
harbour, toured Stadacona including
main buildings, accommodation blocks
and the Canadian Forces Hospital, and
visited the main buildings in HMC
Dockyard.

Earlier the band had brought Christ-
mas carols to children in the Nova Sco-
iia Home for Coloured Children; St.
Joseph’s Roman Catholic Orphanage,
and the Children’s Hospital.

Their Christmas schedule also in-
cluded the playing of carols in the Naval
Armament Depot and before the
children in Shannon Park School and
visits to Camp Hill Veterans’ Hospital
and the Halifax County Orphanage.

Grilse Undergoes
First Long Refit

HMCS Grilse began her first major
refit in October at Esquimalt, terminat-_
ing 16 months of activity. The sub-
marine will return to operation in April.

Her operational statistics are im-
pressive. She made 579 dives while
steaming 51,740 miles in 374 days at
sea. The Grilse spent 34 per cent of
her time at sea fully submerged and
another 31 per cent “snorkelling”.

Up to the time of the refit, a total of
15 officers and 106 men had served in
the Grilse, two officers and 82 men
formally qualifying as submariners in
this time.
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Six Ships Sail
For Mediterranean

The aircraft carrier Bonaventure
(Captain R. W. Timbrell) and five de-
stroyer escorts of the Fifth Canadian
Escort Squadron sailed from Halifax
Jan. 13 on a training cruise that was to
include visits to ports in Italy and the
south of France.

The ships under the immediate com-
mand of Commodore R. P. Welland,
Senior Canadian Officer Afloat (Atlan-
tic), were to exercise en route to the
Mediterranean where from Feb. 7 to 17
the Bonaventure and one destroyer
escort will visit Toulon, France, and
four destroyer escorts will visit Leghorn,
Italy.

Taking part in addition to Bona-
venture are HMC Ships Chaudiere (Cdr.
R. H. Falls), Kootenay, (Cdr. D. P.
Ryan), Restigouche, (Cdr. B. C. Thil-
laye), Columbia, (Cdr. A. E. Fox) and
Terra Nova, (Cdr. J. B. Young). Captain
D. L. MacKnight, Commander Fifth
Canadian Escort Squadron is embarked
in the Restigouche.

Restigouche Wins
Lighting Award

For the third year in a row, HMCS
Restigouche has sailed off with top hon-
ours for ships in the Halifax Junior
Chamber of Commerce Christmas light-
ing contest.

The 1963 plaque was presented to
Cdr. B. C. Thillaye, commanding officer
of the Restigouche, by Norman Walters,
president of the Halifax Jaycees.

The judging committee toured ships
secured alongside at Shearwater, Dart-
mouth and in HMC Dockyard. HMC
Ships Lanark and La Hulloise were
named as runners-up and received
smaller plaques.

Sunken Freighter
Former ’Sweeper

On Sunday, Dec. 8, the little St. Law-
rence River freighter Fort Albany was
in collision near Sorel, Quebec, with a
Norwegian ship. A gaping hole torn in
her side, the Fort Albany sank to the
river bottom on even keel, her mast still
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showing above water. Four of her crew
went down with her.

The Fort Albany, although her ap-
pearance was radically changed from
her Second World War days, was the
former steam Bangor minesweeper
HMCS Drummondville, which served in
Canadian coastal waters from late 1941
to the end of the Second World War.

She was the lone escort of the first
convoy to come under attack in the
lower St. Lawrence in July 1942,

Items Dropped
From Kit Issue

Two items of kit which have been
issued to men of the RCN in Class 2
uniform since the Navy was formed in
1910 are to be discontinued.

The Naval Board has approved that
the issue of jerseys and flannel vests be
discontinued.

The year-round wearing of cotton
vests will be the order of the day.

Originally, RCN seamen were issued
with one jersey and three flannels. In
recent years, the scale of issue has been
two jerseys, two cotton vests, and two
flannel vests.

The new scale of issue will be four
cotton vests to men of the RCN, three
cotton vests to men of the RCNR, and
three cotton vests to sea cadets.

Greenwood Wins
Fire Award

The National Fire Protection Associa-
tion has announced the winners of the
1963 fire prevention contest, with the
Department of National Defence Grand
Award going to RCAF Station Green-
wood, N.S.

In the RCN competition, winners in
the large establishments section were:
HMC Dockyard, Halifax, first; HMC
Dockyard, Esquimalt, second, and HMCS
Shearwater, third.

In the medium naval establishments
competition, the first three places were
taken by HMCS ‘Naden, Belmont Park
married quarters, near Royal Roads,
and HMCS Cornwallis.

In the competition among small naval
establishments, the winners were, in
order, RCN Ammunition Depot, Renous,
N.B.; RCIN Magazine, Rocky Point, B.C.,
and the Naval Air Facility, Patricia Bay,
B.C.

The contest is administered by the
National Fire Protection Association, an
international organization founded in
Boston in 1896. Fire prevention is a
year-long campaign and, in service es-
tablishments, it involves Fire Prevention
Week, lectures and demonstrations to
interested groups such as Boy Scouts,
service clubs, teen clubs, and constant
vigilance and inspection.



THE RCN IN 1963

ROM SUNNY HAWAII to fogbound

Alaska, from the balmy Caribbean
to the stormy Hebrides, ships of the
Royal Canadian Navy logged well over
a million miles in 1963.

Much of this mileage was accumulated
in national and international exercises
designed to test the readiness of ships
and aireraft for operations and to refine
fleet tactics, particularly in anti-sub-
marine warfare,

RCN units participated in three major
NATO exercises, half a dozen exercises
with the U.S. Navy, an exercise with
the Royal Navy off Londonderry and
three full-scale national exercises. In
addition, local exercises and training
cruises were carried out on the Atlantic,
Pacific and the Great Lakes.

Two of the NATO exercises were
annual fixtures for the RCN, embrac-
ing anti-submarine warfare in the one
case and mine warfare in the other.
The third, Exercise Flat Rock, was held
in the autumn when five Canadian war-
ships and some 30 others from Britain,
Denmark, France, The Netherlands and
Norway operated north of Scotland, at
times in hurricane force winds and 40-
foot waves. In spite of conditions, the
exercises went on and several sub-
marines were “hunted” successfully.

In the Pacific, Exercise Golf Club,
in February, involved six West Coast
surface units and the submarine HMCS
Grilse for two weeks of coastal defence
operations with the USN. RCAF mari-

time patrol aircraft participated in the
exercise, which involved a total of 150
ships.

In September, eight surface ships, the
Grilse and RCAF aircraft took part in
Exercise Saddlesoap, a major, week-

long anti-submarine exercise with the
USN which tested joint defences in the
Pacific off the North American seaboard.

There were four other exercises with
the USN by Pacific Command units,
including mine warfare operations in

February off California and in Novem-

ber off northern British Columbia.
A new type of joint national exercise
conducted by the Maritime Commander,

Atlantic, took place in December when
ships of the RCN’s Atlantic Command
and units of the Canadian Army joined
in Operation Boat Cloak in the Canso
Straits region of Nova Scotia.

There were a number of notable new
additions to the fleet in 1963.

Three destroyers of the Mackenzie
class were commissioned: the Saskat-
chewan in February, the Yukon in May
and the Qu’Appelle in September,

On September 28 HMCS Provider,
the biggest ship ever built in Canada
for the RCN, was commissioned. The
22,000-ton fleet replenishment ship will
contribute significantly to the fighting
efficiency of the fleet by providing fuel,
ammunition and stores to warships at
sea, thus extending their range and
endurance on operational missions.

HMCS Assiniboine, first of the seven
St. Laurent class destroyer escorts to be
fitted with variable depth sonar and a
helicopter flight deck and hangar, was
recommissioned on the Pacific Coast in
June. In October, the St. Laurent
emerged with the same “new look”—a
change in configuration that will im-
prove appreciably the anti-submarine
potential of these ships.

The RCN in 1963 received and began
flying the anti-submarine helicopter that
will operate from the destroyer escorts
and from the Bonaventure.

Four of the machines, the all-weather
CHSS-2 Sea King, were delivered and
more are on order.

CHORE -

CN HELICOPTERS on both coasts

proved over and over again dur-
ing 1963 their capacity for performing
rescues and unusual chores.

A naval helicopter edged its way
along a sheer mountain face 10 miles
west of Victoria last April to pick up
an injured 13-year-old who had hurt
his head and back in a 30-foot fall.
Volunteer rescuers had earlier carried
the boy down the mountain to a narrow

space between cliff and trees where he .

was transferred to the helicopter, which
had to fly backward to get out of the
confined area.

Also during April, a helicopter from
HMCS Shearwater flew to Chatham,

RUNNERS OF THE FLEET

N.B., to pick up a doctor and take him
to Miscou Island to attend a sick baby.
Doctor and little patient were Ilater
flown to hospital.

Another mercy flight carried out by
an HU 21 squadron helicopter saw
anti-hayfever serum dropped to a scout-
master in the woods with members of
his pack about 10 miles from Dart-
mouth.

The scoutmaster had been prepared
for anything, except for his hayfever
attack. While a special parachute was
rigged in the safety equipment section
of HU 21, the medicine was rushed to

Shearwater from a local pharmacy. A
short time later, the serum had relieved
a grateful scoutmaster.

A Sikorsky helicopter from. Shear-
water was recalled and another on the
runway stood down after two boys and
a dog on a raft managed to pole them-
selves ashore in St. Margaret’s Bay last
spring.

A seven-year-old boy reported lost in
the woods near Sheet Harbour, N.S., on
May 4 found his way out of the bush
while the search by a naval helicopter
was in progress. The helicopter put in
an hour and 45 minutes of flying time
before the search was called off.
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Three destroyers of Second World
War fame, the Huron, Haida and Sioux,
and the frigate Lauzon were paid off.

An example of the type of duty for
which ships of the Navy have always
been particularly well suited was fur-
nished by HMCS Saskatchewan in May,
just three months after the ship was
commissioned.

The Saskatchewan was at San Juan,
Puerto Rico, en route from Esquimalt
to Halifax, when she was ordered, on
the afternoon of May 15, to proceed
.with. all dispatch to waters off Port Au
Prince, Haiti. The state of affairs in the
island republic was such that it seemed
prudent to have at hand some means
of evacuating Canadian nationals and
protecting Canadian government pro-
perty, should the need arise.

Three hours after receiving her
orders, the Saskatchewan got under
way. At 3 p.m. the next day she was
on station in international waters off
the Haitian capital.

En route, the ship had busily prepared
herself for the unexpected assignment.
Three landing parties, action boat crows
and a shore headquarters group were
organized. Arrangements were made to
accommodate and feed evacuees,

Off Haiti, the Saskatchewan found a
U.S. Navy amphibious force and a Bri-
tish frigate engaged in similar duties.
Close liaison and friendly relations were
quickly established. In the days that
followed, the Saskatchewan maintained
constant patrol, waiting for whatever
might develop.

Gradually the unrest ashore subsided,
and on the evening of May 24 the Sas-
katchewan was ordered to proceed to
Kingston, Jamaica, for fuel. On May 27
she was formally released from stand-
by duty and the next day set sail from
Kingston for Halifax.

To what was then the youngest mem-
ber of the RCN’s family of warships
went this message from Naval Head-
quarters:

“Reference your recent operations,
you have displayed early in your com-
mission the ability of the RCN to ful-
fil an important role in readiness to
protect Canadian interests. Well done”.

Another RCN ship was also put on an
alert basis at the time of the trouble
in Haiti. HMCS Bonaventure, which was
at Charleston, South Carolina, was

TRADE EMISSARIES OF CANADA

!

More than 100 Canadian manufacturers set out

S Y - L

their wares at the Canadian Trade Fair in Philadelphia
in mid-November. An estimated 120,000 people visited
the fair in the showrooms of the Sheraton Hotel.

Ably assisting in advertising Canada were ships
of the Fifth Canadian Escort Squadron, commanded
by Captain D. L. MacKnight, which visited Phila-
delphia during Canada Week.

The Columbia and Kootenay were open to visitors
during the long weekend preceding the fair and about
15,000 residents of the city and surrounding area were
welcomed on board.

On Veterans’ Day, November 11, Rear-Admiral
Desmond Piers, Chairman Canadian Joint Staff,
Washington, laid a wreath at the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier in Washington Square. A 100-man
guard from the five ships marched through the centre
of the city following the ceremony.




ordered to four hours’ notice for steam
and told to be prepared for departure
for Haiti, The situation never became
sufficiently serious to call for employ-
ment of the carrier, but while at
Charleston, and later at sea, she held
herself in readiness in case she was
required,

The Bonaventure and Saskaichewan
never met during the Haitian affair, but
they did come together five months
later, during NATO Exercise Flat Rock
off northern Scotland. The association
was brief. After the exercise the Bona-
venture shaped course for Bergen, Nor-
way, while the Saskatchewan began the
long voyage back to her British Co-
lumbia base.

The ship arrived at Esquimalt No-
vember 29. In the seven-and-a-half
months since she commissioned she had
made two transits of the Panama Canal
and four Atlantic crossings, had carried
out a special mission and taken part in
a major NATO exercise. All told, she
had spent 147 days at sea and steamed
35,323 miles.

While not precisely typical, the Sas-
katchewan’s experience was indicative
of the activities of the ships of the RCN
in a busy 1963.

THE DIVERS' BUSY YEAR

HE RCN DIVING Establishments

on both East and West coasts had
their full share of activities and then
some, in the general public service in
1963.

The West Coast unit recovered 243
pieces of explosive ordnance—floats,
flares, bombs, shells, grenades, torpe-
does, mines and mortars, to name a few
categories—most of these from inhabi-
tants of the greater Victoria area, who
had been keeping them as souvenirs.

The finding of a live practice bomb
March 21 in Victoria tfouched off what
was to become a rash of such findings
and, in almost every case, it was per-
sonnel from the Pacific Command’s
operational diving unit who attended
to the collection and disposal of the
ordnance,

Citizens of the region were made
aware of the dangers of such souvenirs,
the Pacific Command producing a
truck-borne display featuring examples
of the ordnance. With an expert to
speak on the subject, the display visited
every grade school in the area to warn
a total of 40,000 pupils of the danger,
The same mobile display was set up
at the Pacific National Exhibition in

LA S

Vancouver where apout 60,000 people
“got the message” about what to do
with ordnance they might already have
in their possession or discover in future.
In addition to searches made on be-
half of the government agencies for
downed government aircraft, contra-
band and the like, the divers gave re-
compression treatment to two cases of
the “bends” and helped search for two
downed civilian aircraft and two bodies,

The East Coast unit totted up a busy

year of public service, as follows:

® Assisted RCMP in recovering 12
drowning victims;

® Helped the Department of Trans-
port recover a bathythermograph;

® Treated a civilian suffering from
the “bends”;

® Investigated and dealt with 25
mines and a quantity of aban-
doned explosives;

@® Processed removal of explosives
from wrecks in the Bedford Basin
of Halifax harbour and the Ro-
binson Brook area of Newfound-
land, and

® Aided a university seismological

survey.
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THE MINISTER VIEWS THE NAVY

VISIT to the Bonaventure and
Restigouche at sea, inspections of
Cornwallis, Stadacona, Shelburne and
Shearwater and a visit to RCAF Station
Greenwood high-lighted a familiariza-
tion tour of armed forces establishments
on the East Coast by the Minister of
National Defence from January 19 to 24.
Hon. Paul D. Hellyer was paying his
first visit to the Atlantic Command since
assuming his portfolio in 1963. He was
accompanied by Deputy Minister E. B.
Armstrong, Vice-Admiral H. S. Rayner,
Chief of the Naval Staff, and Lt.-Col.
B. J. Weeks, military secretary to the
minister.

First on Mr. Hellyer’s busy agenda
was a two-day visit to the Bonaventure
and her accompanying destroyer es-
corts, which were exercising at sea
off Bermuda before proceeding on exer-
cises in the eastern Atlantic and visits
to ports in Italy and France. Tracker
aircraft of VS-880 flew Mr. Hellyer
and his party on board the carrier.

The minister talked with many offi-
cers and men of the ship as he inspected
weapons, aircraft, workshops, hangars,
enginerooms and living spaces, and was
briefed by the Senior Canadian Officer
Afloat, Atlantic, Commodore R. P. Wel-
land, on exercises involving the carrier,
the destroyer escorts, and two Royal
Navy submarines. A jackstay transfer
to the Restigouche enabled Mr. Hellyer
to get a first-hand look at the opera-
tions of a destroyer escort, and to see
her mortars and 3-inch-50 guns in
action.

The visitors returned to Halifax by
RCAF Argus after a flight to Bermuda
from the Bonaventure.

In Halifax, Mr. Hellyer attended a
briefing at the headquarters of the Ca-
nadian Maritime Commander, Atlantic,
Rear-Admiral J. V. Brock, and toured
the joint RCN-RCAF Maritime Warfare
School in Stadacona. His Halifax wvisit
also included the naval air station at
Shearwater, units of the Fleet School,
the Dockyard, and an informal inspec-
tion of HMCS Assiniboine, first of the
converted St. Laurent class destroyer
escorts.

A helicopter then flew the minister’s
party to the oceanographic research
station at Shelburne, and to Cornwallis
for an inspection of new-entry training
facilities.
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No ski-lift could offer a more thrilling ride than a January jackstay transfer at sea. Defence
Minister Paul Hellyer chose the jackstay type of transportation to travel from the Bonaventure to
the destroyer escort Assiniboine. (HS-74028)

The minister and his party concluded
their east coast tour with a visit to
RCAF Station Greenwood, home of the
RCAF’s Maritime Command.

On his return to Ottawa, Mr. Hellyer
sent the following message to the Flag
Officer, Atlantic Coast:

“I have had a most worthwhile and
thoroughly enjoyable visit to your com-
mand. The program you arranged was
excellent and was carried out with im-
pressive smoothness. I would mention

particularly the enjoyable and instruc-
tive visit to the ships at sea, the inter-
esting flying demonstration at Shear-
water, the briefing on the VDS and the
helicopter arrangements in the Assini-
boine, the tours of the fleet school,
JMWS, the Dockyard and Shelburne,
and the enjoyable visit to Cornwallis.

“My party and I thank you for your
hospitality and all that has been done
for us. I am grateful. Good luck and
good sailing.”
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Ex-Naval Surgeon
Heads Physicians

 Dr, Walter C. MacKenzie, of the De-
partment of Surgery and Radiology,
University of Alperta, Edmonton, has
been named successor to Dr, Malcolm
Brown as president of the Royal College
of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada,
it was announced in January,

Dr, MacKenzie, a graduate in med-
icine from Dalhousie University, Hali~
fax, was practising as a surgeon and
instructing in clinical surgery at the
University of Alberta when he joined
the RCNVR in October 1939 as a sur-
geon lieutenant.

Called to active service late in 1940,
he served during the Second World War
in Naden, Awalon, wartime establish-
ment in St. John’s Nfid.,, HMCS Iroquois
and Nova Scotia naval establishments.
He was demobilized in December 1945
and joined the retired list at HMCS
Nonsuch, the Edmonton naval division.

Course Choices

Broadened

The list of acceptable university
course patterns for naval Regular Offi-
cer Training Plan officer cadets (ROTP)
has been widely expanded with the
present college year.

The change affects applicants for sub-
sidized education to the degree level in
universities or the Canadian Services
Colleges.

Previously naval ROTP officer cadets
in universities and the Canservcols were
restricted to courses in electrical en-
gineering, mechanical engineering, en-
gineering physics, arts, with majors in
mathematics and physics, science, with
majors in mathematics and physics, or
honours courses in arts or science with
majors in mathematics and physics,

Under the current regulations, naval
ROTP officer cadets selected fo attend
Royal Military College, Royal Roads or
le Collége Militaire Royal de Saint-
Jean may select any of the course pro-
grams outlined in the calendars of the
Canservcols. .

Naval ROTP officer cadets selected to
attend university may choose a course
pattern leading to one of the following
degrees as described in individual uni-
versity calendars:

Honours science (mathematics or
mathematics and physics);

Cdr. H. T, Cocks is the first Canadian naval
officer to be promoted while on exchange duty
in the 14-year history of the U.S. MNavy-RCN
supply officers’ exchange program. Cdr. Cocks
was promoted to his present rank while sery-
ing as stock control officer at the Naval Supply
Centre, Pearl Harbour, Hawaii. (USN Photo)

Honours arts in economics, political
science or international studies;

General or pass science with a ma-
jor in mathematics or physics;

B. Eng. BSc, or BA Sc in one of
the applied sciences;

Aeronautical engineering;

Chemical engineering;

Civil engineering;

Electrical engineering;

Geological engineering;

Industrial engineering;

Mechanical engineering;

Metallurgical engineering;

Mining engineering;

Petroleum engineering;

Education;

Physical and health education;

Honours arts (mathematics or
mathematics and physics);

Pass arts with a major in mathe-
matics and physics;

Baccalaureate degree in commerce
and baccalaureate degree in business
administration.

Naval ROTP officer cadets attending a
university who select any course pattern

leading to a degree in any of these are

required to include in their course pat-

.

tern a minimum of one university course
in mathematics and one course in
physics beyond the senior matriculation
level.

Naval personnel with sons interested
in seeking a naval ROTP officer cadet-
ship should discuss the matter with
their naval recruiting officer for further
information.

Promotions for
Reserve Officers

The following officers of the Royal
Canadian Naval Reserve have been pro-
moted to their present ranks, with
seniority effective from January 1, 1964:

Captain J. W. Dangerfield, Command-
ing Officer, HMCS Chippawa, Winnipeg;

Captain Peter Thomas, Commanding
Officer, HMCS Malahat, Victoria;

Surgeon Captain J. A. Beggs, HMCS
Carleton, Ottawa;

Surgeon Captain N. B. Reilly, HMCS
Malahat, Victoria;

Captain W. J. Herbert, Staff Officer
(Information), HMCS Discovery, Van-
couver;

Cdr. D. A. Binmore, Commanding
Officer, HMCS Griffon, Port Arthur,
Ont.;

Cdr. D. P. Brownlow, Executive Offi-
cer, HMCS Scotian, Halifax;

Cdr. P. MecC. Cornell, Commanding
Officer UNTD, HMCS Carleton, Ottawa;

Cdr. Albert Holland, Executive Officer,
HMCS Discovery, Vancouver;

Cdr. H. W. Littleford, Commanding
Officer, HMCS Prevost, London, Ont.;

Cdr. R. L. Shaver, Commanding Offi-
cer, HMCS Star (Kitchener Tender),
Kitchener, Ont,;

Surgeon Cdr. D. R. Ingraham, HMCS
Brunswicker, Saint John, N.B.

Petty Officer Wins
Lott Fund Award

An award of £10 from the Herbert
Lott Naval Trust Fund has been made
to PO L. R. Ferguson, of HMCS Naden,
for attaining highest marks in the BN4
(conversion) course at Naden.

PO Ferguson achieved an overall av-
erage of 82.6 per cent on the course. His
prize money amounts to $30.20.

The Herbert Lott Naval Trust Fund
was instituted in 1930 from the bene-
factions of the late Herbert Lott, a
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member of the London Stock Exchange
who was deeply interested in the Royal
Navy and the part it played in the de-
fence of the Commonwealth. He was
convinced that the guns of the Royal
Navy were of prime importance in
maintaining world peace.

In 1928, he gave the first donation of
£20,000 for the creation of the fund
and shortly after another donation of
£5,000. When he died in 1948, he left
the whole of the residue of his estate
of more than £100,000 to the trust fund
which bears his name.

From the fund prizes are awarded for
skill in gunnery and fighting practices
generally.

Blood Donors
Exceed Quota

Response of civilian and naval person-
nel at HMCS Shearwater to the appeal
for blood at a three-day clinic held at
the naval air base in January was com-
mended by Robert Whyte, Director of
Red Cross Blood Donor clinics.

Mr. Whyte said 648 persons gave do-
nations.

He said the suggested quota for the
three-day clinic was 600 donations.

Two clinics are held annually at
Shearwater. The next one is slated for
June.

Captain’s Rank
For Medical Officer

Surgeon Captain John H. Fleming,
Principal Medical Officer, Naden, has
been promoted to his present rank.

Captain Fleming was born at Toronto,
in 1915, and entered the RCN as a sur-
geon lieutenant in 1942. During the war
he served as medical officer in naval
hospitals ashore and at sea in the fri-
gate Beacon Hill.

From August 1958 to June 1963 Cap-
tain Fleming was Principal Medical
Officer at Cornwallis.

Credit Union’s
Growth Rapid

A credit union chartered in May 1962
to serve members of the armed forces
stationed in Ottawa is reported by its
board of directors to be growing at a
record rate.

Defence HQ (Ottawa) Credit Union
reports 1,650 members and more than
$850,000 in assets at the end of De-
cember. The board expects assets will
top $1,000,000 within the next few
months. Loans outstanding totalled
$780,000, and over 50 per cent of these
loans were made to consolidate other
debts.
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The board of directors said that ser-
vice people are considered poor credit
risks and charged high interest rates by
many lenders because they are fre-
quently transferred. Credit unions pro-
vide them with a good source of low-
cost credit, and encourage them to save,
according to a spokesman for the Credit
Union National Association.

Canada has 4,650 credit unions with
3,000,000 members. Some 25 of these are
owned and operated by members of the
armed forces.

Officer Named
Squadron MO

Surgeon Li. Jean-Charles Bruyere,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bruyere,
Ottawa, has been appointed to the Pa-
cific Commands Fourth Canadian Es-
cort Squadron, as squadron medical
officer.

Lt. Bruyere entered the naval reserve
as a UNTD cadet in 1952, and in 1959,
transferred to the RCN as a surgeon
cadet under the University Medical
Subsidization Plan.

On completion of his internship in
the Ottawa General Hospital, Lt.
Bruyere joined the medical staff of
RCAF Station Holberg, on an isolated
plateau on the north west tip of Van-
couver Island, where he served for a
year. Since July, he had served in

Naden.

Red Cross Honours
P and RT Staff

The Physical and Recreational
Training staff at HMCS Stadacona was
honoured at the year’s end by the
International Red Cross Society with a
citation reading: “In deep appreciation
for years of collaboration in mutual
humanitarian tasks for the alleviation
of human suffering the greater under-
standing of men of all nations.”

The citation, which was signed by
Frank Hall, National president of the
Canadian Red Cross Society, and Max-
well Bruce, the chairman of the national
executive, was presented by G. R.
Matheson, president of the Nova Scotia
Division of the Canadian Red Cross.

Captain D. G. Padmore, commanding
officer of Stadacona, accepted the Cita-
tion on behalf of the P and RT staff
and in turn presented it to Lt.-Cdr. B.
M. Kidd, P and RT Officer.

The citation was in recognition of the
many years of assistance the Stadacona
P and RT staff has given to the Red
Cross in their water safety program
and for its assistance in promoting
water safety among the citizens of
Nova Scotia. It was presented on the
occasion of the centenary of the Inter-
national Red Cross Society.
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Admiral Sir David Luce, First Sea Lord, visited the Atlantic Command last November and con-
ferred with Rear-Admiral Jeffry V. Brack, Maritime Commander Atlantic. Attending « briefing at
Maritime Command Headquarters are, left to right, Major-General R. W. Moncel, GOC Eastern
Command, Admiral Luce, Admiral Brock and Air Commodore F. S. Carpenter, Deputy Maritime

Commander Atlantic. (HS-73587)



SUMMER ON THE LAKES

“The wear and tear on upper deck paintwork has been quite considerable.”

HIS COMMENT was the obvious

one to make at the end of a four-
month period during which more than
114,000 visitors walked the decks of
three RCN destroyer escorts.

They were the Sioux, Nootka and
Haida, units of the Third Escort Squad-
ron which could probably claim the
title of the “most visited” ships in the
fleet during 1963.

They were hosts to the visitors as
part of their assignment in the Great
Lakes where they operated under con-
trol of the Commanding Officer Naval
Divisions. Their specific task was to
facilitate the sea-training phase of the
RCN Reserve summer training program.

Cdr, C. Anthony Law, the squadron
commander, and also commanding offi-
cer of the Sioux, noted a “keen interest”
in the ships everywhere they visited in
the inland waterways.

Notable was the Sioux’s visit to Chi-
cago where during a five-hour period
more than 20,000 persons were esti-
mated to have crowded on board. Also,
outstanding was the Nootka’s visit to
Toronto during the Canadian National
Exhibition where some 1,000 toured the
ship although she was not officially open
to the public.

From the time the ships left Halifax
until they returned, they steamed more
than 16,000 miles and provided training
for more than 350 officers and men of
the RCNR.

While the planning actually started
months earlier, the Great Lakes pro-
gram for the squadron got underway in
April. Early that month, the Haida re-
turned to Halifax, freshly painted, from
St. George, Bermuda. On April 25, after
taking on board 60,000 pounds of sup-
plies, Cdr. W. H. 1. Atkinson sailed his
ship for the St. Lawrence River on the
first leg of the journey.

En route, brief cruises for high school
students, sea cadets and others were
provided by the ship between Quebec
City and Montreal. On May 12, during
one such cruise, the Haida took on
board a 10-ton mobile television studio
of the CBC.

This studio, which measured 24 feet
in length, eight feet wide and 10 feet
high, was secured on the port side of
the torpedo tubes. Its purpose was to
aid the production of a 30-minute pro-
gram which featured the ship.

From May 17 to 20 the Haida took
part in the ninth annual Naval Veterans’
Reunion at Sarnia. A 24-man guard and
a marching contingent from the ship
were included in the official ceremonies,
and later 120 men took part in a church
parade and remembrance services.

During May the Haida visited Cleve-
land, Ohio, and Toronto and Hamilton.
The training schedule continued into

~ June with the ship visiting Kingston,

Picton, Port Hope, Toronto, Hamilton,
Port Weller and Port Dalhousie.

In the meantime, the Sioux and
Nootka completed a six-week leave and
maintenance period in Halifax, and on
June 10 sailed to join the Haida.

During the first stop three days later
at Quebec City, Cdr. Law, Cdr. D. S.
Bethune, commanding officer of the
Nootka, attended a luncheon given by
Monsignor Louis Albert Vachon, rector
of the University of Laval.

Toronto’s harbour skyline formed a backdrop for the destroyer Hoida as she sailed on a summer
training cruise for Canadian naval reservists on the Great Lakes. The famous veteran of the Second
World War was paid off at the end of the training season. (COND-8429)
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Several of the RCN's smaller ships did their share in the reserve training program on the Great
Lakes last summer. This one is HMCS Porte St. Jean. The Scatari and Porte St. Louis were also on
the job. (Photo by Patrick E. Griffiths, Hamilton)

Later in the day, both ships embarked
guests from the University Counselling
and Placement Association and others
for a brief cruise. Among the guests on
board the Sioux were his FExcellency the
Ambassador of Belgium, and the Bel-
gian Consul-General.

On June 17 the departure of the two
ships from Quebec City was delayed
briefly for the arrival of the French air-
craft carrier Foch.

Cdr. Law paid an official call on Rear-
Admiral Fernand Bailleux, président de
la Commission permenante des Essais of
the French Navy, who was embarked
in the carrier.

As the Sioux left Quebec City this
message was sent to the Foch:

“Je vous souhaite la bienvenue au
Canada. C’est toujours un plaisir d’ac-
cueillir les vaisseaux de guerre francais.
Jespére que votre visite 3 Québec sera
trés agréable pour vous et tous vos offi-
ciers et hommes.”

Eleven hours later the two ships ar-
rived in Montreal, and the following
morning started through the St. Law-
rence Seaway.

On June 20 the Sioux also starred in
a television program. A television cam-
era crew from station CHCH, Hamilton,
boarded the ship to film and interview
crew members for a program which was
broadcast later.

During July, with the reserve training
program in full swing, the ships worked
independently and in widely separated
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areas. The exception was on July 15
when the Sioux and Nootka met at the
south end of Lake Huron and carried
out combined exercises for 10 hours.

During the month, nine Canadian and
two American ports were visited, in-
cluding Windsor, Port Dalhousie, Co-
bourg, Kingston, Picton, Port Hope, To-
ronto, Hamilton, Midland, Chicago and
Erie, Pa.

The Sioux’s visit to Chicago proved
to be a highlight of the squadron’s sum-
mer activities, She arrived at the en-
trance to Chicago’s “downtown” har-
bour to be greeted by units of the U.S.
Coast Guard, five police boats and five
fireboats.

With this impressive escort the
Sioux proceeded to her berth at the foot

of Michigan Avenue bridge, in celebrity

style, to the accompaniment of whistles,
fireworks and magnificent columns of
red and green coloured water shot high
into the air by the fireboats. On the
jetty, a U.S. Navy band greeted the ship
as she berthed.

Witnessing the gala arrival were
hundreds of the city’s residents who
lined the jetty and bridge and watched
from the windows of the towering office
buildings surrounding the area.

On Sunday afternoon, July 14, with
the Sioux still the centre of interest, an
estimated 500 persons crowded across
the brow onto the ship within 15 min-
utes of her being opened to the public.
The pace continued during the day, and

in five hours an estimated 20,000 per-
sons had been on board.

Cdr. Law later termed the Chicago
visit as ‘“‘overwhelming”.

Meanwhile, the Nootka’s program had
taken her to Windsor where she landed
a contingent of 30 men to participate
in the Freedom Festival.

Windsor proved popular with the
ship’s company. This was reflected in
the success of the blood-donor clinic
which was held and resulted in the
ship’s quota being exceeded by 85 per
cent.

Six Nigerian officer cadets who are
taking training with the RCN were on
board the Nootka at this time. It was
arranged for them to visit three Royal
Navy frigates which were cruising the
Lakes and which also had Nigerian
cadets on board.

The Nootka left Windsor on July 15
and, exercising en route, proceeded
south through the St. Clair and Detroit
Rivers. Four days later she secured
alongside at Erie, Pa.

Here, Rear-Admiral D. W. Piers,
Chairman, Canadian Joint Staff, Wash-
ington, visited the ship. Admiral Piers
was in Erie as guest of honour during
sesquicentennial celebrations.

The program for the Haida took her
to Kingston where she arrived to anchor
on July 5. During that week-end more
than 3,500 visitors toured the ship after
taking advantage of the yardcraft ser-
vice provided by HMCS Cataraqui.

While in Kingston, Vice-Admiral H.
G. DeWolf, former Chief of the Naval
Staff and commanding officer of the
Haida in 1943-44, came on board as
guest of honour during the reception.

Later in the month, 30 members of
the Haida’s company, dressed as pirates,
delighted 35 orphaned children from the
Hamilton area who were invited on
board the ship for a party.

During the latter part of July, six
members of the “Preserve Haida Or-
ganization” were on board for a brief
cruise. This is a group of some 50
businessmen who wish to take the ship
to Toronto and have her permanently
based at the city’s waterfront as an
historical monument.

For the Haida, the Great Lakes train-
ing program ended on August 9, when
she returned her last reserve training
class to HMCS Patriot and topped up
with fuel and stores.

As the Haida began her return trip
to Halifax official word was received
that she was to be paid off into opera-
tional reserve on October 11.

At Toronto, the ship—for a second
time—loaded a mobile television studio



on board. Interviews, high-speed runs
and squid and gun firings were recorded.

Cdr. Atkinson noted that these firings,
recorded on film and video tape, were
the last to be made by this famous war-
ship. The Haida reached Halifax on
August 16 and immediately prepared to
pay off,

The Sioux and Nootka, meanwhile
continued their cruise program. For
the Siouwx, this phase of the program
took her to the Lakehead district. On
August 6, at Jackfish Bay, about 100
miles east of Port Arthur, the ship an-
chored and ceremonial divisions were
held on board. Immediately after di-
visions, the crew proceeded to a beach
for an all-day swim and sports pro-
gram and barbecue.

Unfortunately, this outing ended
abrupty when a chief petty officer
slipped on a rock and received serious
head and neck injuries. As a result the
ship rushed him to Port Arthur for
medical attention.

On August 14, the Nootka, while at
anchor at Kingston, was involved in a
rescue mission when a yacht capsized
in the harbour. The ship’s motor cutter,
with Ldg. Sea. Ivan G. Foote as cox-
swain, was sent to the rescue. Showing
excellent seamanship, he succeeded in

rescuing the three crew members from
the water and in righting their yacht,
All were taken to the Kingston Yacht
Club.

The Siouxr and Nootka again joined
forces in Hamilton on August 23 where
the reserves were landed and the train-
ing program ended, In leaving the Great
Lakes the ships visited the Canadian
National Exhibition in Toronto, and
called at Kingston and Montreal.

The ships arrived in Quebec City on
August 31, where a 48-man guard was
landed to take part in a parade held in
connection with the Quebeec Provincial
Exhibition. A similar guard was paraded
by the Royal 22nd Regiment, and officer
of the combined guards was Lt. W. G.
Park, from the Siouwx. The salute was
taken by Air Vice Marshal H. H. Hen-
dricks, RCAF, Air Officer Commanding
Air Defence Command.

Both ships arrived back in Halifax
on September 6, ending the 1963 Great
Lakes training cruise.

Wilful winds ot Hamilton’s Great Lakes Training Centre cause the jack staff ensigns of the destroyer escorts Haida, left, and Sioux, right, to fly
in opposite directions, The ensign of HMCS Mootka didn’t know which way to turn. The three warships were part of a six-ship fleet which trained
nearly 1,000 Canadian naval reservists on the Great Lakes last summer. (COND 8512)

Page thirteen



Hardy Photog
Defies Cold

Operation Boat Cloak, the Navy-
Army manceuvres near Canso, N.S,, in
December, taught Ldg. Sea. James
Oakes a lesson from which he quickly
profited.

Much boat and beach and bush work
was the lot of soaked, half-frozen sail-
ors. Ldg. Sea. Oakes was one of the
naval photographers assigned to cover
the exercise. The first time he set off
ashore in a ship's boat he was dressed
in presentable “Threes”, since the sea
was relatively flat and the weather
promising. But when he jumped to
reach the beach, he went in up to his
waist. It was perishing cold.

The next time ashore, he was in
dungarees. If a .pool of water was in
his way, he sloshed through it, camera
held high. While other sailors huddled
for warmth, he wandered blithely
about and even sat on the marrow-
chilling damp earth to remove his sea
boots and pour the water out. People
were beginning to notice his hardi-
hood with some awe.

But Oakes, unbeknownst to all, had
taken a page from a recent course
wherein he had come top of the class.
He was wearing a clearance diver's
frogman suit, complete with angora
underwear, beneath his working rig.
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OME 3,500 officers and men serving
on board 20 ships of the Navy’s
Atlantic Command, about 200 officers
and men from Camp Gagetown, N.B.,
and aircraft from HMCS Shearwater
took part in a two-week combined ex-
ercise from Dec. 2 to 12,
Centred on Madame Island, N.S., east
of the Strait of Canso, the exercise was
given the code name “Boat Cloak.”

The exercise was designed primarily
to provide training for the fleet in vari-
ous aspects of naval warfare not nor-
mally included in ships’ exercise pro-
grams, and to emphasize Army and
Navy co-operation and joint training as
a basis for future military operations
by naval, army and air forces.

The exercise encompassed a wide
range of operations including beach
survey, defence of ships against under-
water teams, establishing shore encamp-
ments, opposed landings, demolition,
bush patrols and air attacks against
ships at anchor.

Exercise Boat Cloak was scheduled
by Rear-Admiral Jeffry V. Brock in his
appointment of Maritime Commander

~ BOAT CLOAK

Atlantic, and Major General R. W. Mon-
cel, General Officer Commanding, East-
ern Command, both of whom accom-
panied the fleet to the exercise area on
board HMCS Terra Nova.

Admiral Brock, in his appointment of
Flag Officer Atlantic Coast, was in op-
erational control, while Commodore R.
P. Welland, Senior Canadian Officer
Afloat (Atlantic), was the officer in
tactical command of all forces. Lt.-Col.
G. H, Sellars, Officer Commanding the
First Battalion Black Watch, was in
command of the Army Force.

Army personnel provided patrol,
signals and reconnaissance groups, land-
ing parties and interrogation teams, as
well as personnel for liaison duties on
board ships.

Naval units participating included
nine destroyer escorts, seven frigates
and four minesweepers. Tracker and
T-33 aircraft from RCN Air Station
Shearwater based at Sydney, carried out
air strikes against the fleet.

For the purpose of the exercise, a
country called Lemonland (which cov-
ered the area of Madame Island) re-



cently achieved independence, set up a
democratic government and had dele-
gates seated in the United Nations.

An insurgent group of their own
people, backed by a foreign power, com~
menced subversive operations and some
guerilla warfare against the government,
Subversive operations prior to the start
of the exercise were assumed to be
mainly ambushes and attacks with small
arms and hindrance to shipping from
lightly armed coastal craft.

Intelligence received suggested that
Redland, a member of the TUnited
Nations, had been assisting the insur-
gents by providing unmarked aircraft
and other arms, The result was that
Lemonland could have become a com-
munist state,

Bluenoseland, a small democratic
state having a well trained Navy and
Army force, with the capital at Halifax,
was requested by the United Nations to
assist the authorized government of
Lemonland.

As a result of the request, a force of
ships and aircraft were allocated to the
Senior Officer Afloat of Bluenoseland,
together with a combat advisory group
from the Army, to assist in land opera-
tions and gun fire support.

The mission of the Bluenoseland force
in carrying out their assignment was to
destroy all subversive elements operat-
ing in and around Lemonland in order
to restore the authority of the elected
government of the country.

CANCOMFLT sailed his fleet on the
morning of Dec. 2 from Halifax with
Army personnel embarked. While a few
of the Army personnel found the heavy
weather encountered en route to the
exercise area a ftrifle “overwhelming,”
others enjoyed their first trip to sea
on board a warship.

On arrival off Lemonland on the
morning of Dec. 2, the minesweepers of
the PFirst Canadian Minesweeping
Squadron, commanded by Cdr. W. H.
Willson, were detached for a check
sweep of an anchorage area in Lennox
Passage. Following the sweep, the fleet
proceeded to anchor in assigned berths.

During the period Dec. 3 to 10 in-
clusive, ships landed expeditions of men,
with Army assistance, to carry out for-
aging patrols and generally soften up
the enemy.

While the exercise itself was entirely
fictitious and without tactical signifi-
cance, there was nothing fictitious or
lacking in the realism.

Often doused by spray in reaching
shore, sailors daily formed landing and

assault parties which proceeded ashore
in ships’ boats, then battled their way
through snow, mud, rain and swamps to
attack assigned targets. Along the way
trained Army personnel taking the
enemy part waited in ambush.

The routes which naval patrols took
to reach their objectives were selected
in advance but afforded opportunities
for the sailors fo spot ambushes and use
their initiative to counter the situation.

Army personnel who worked with the
patrols said the sailors learned the rules
of ground warfare quickly and by the
end of the exercise period displayed con-~
siderable ability,

Exercise serials were designed fo ad-
vance progressively towards the solution
of a tactical problem confronting the
forces concerned. At the same time, it
was planned to provide for units and
individuals to obtain as much practical
experience as possible through standard
exercises and evolutions.

The exercise ended with a major as-
sault on “enemy” shore targets and in-
volved some 500 naval personnel. All

ships’ boats were pressed into service to
carry the men ashore.

Overhead, naval aircraft flew low to
lay a smoke screen which effectively
covered the landings.

Following the final assault, naval and
army personnel were embarked on
board their ships, and the fleet pro-
ceeded to Halifax,

En route heavy weather was again
encountered, and combined with freez-
ing temperatures so that on arrival the
ships were covered with ice.

Admiral Brock, on the conclusion of
the exercise, praised the forces partici-
pating for their keenness and initiative
displayed in making the exercise a
success,

He also said naval personnel had
gained considerable valuable experience
which would contribute towards the effi-
ciency of the fleet.

The splendid co-operation afforded
the participating forces by the residents
of Isle Madame was an important factor
resulting in the overall success of the
operation.

ROUGH

HE UNMANNED naval tug Glen-
T side, in tow by the CNAV Riverton
from Sydney to Halifax, broke loose
during a driving snowstorm and high
seas on the night of Thursday, Dec. 19.
The next morning VS-880 was asked for
a Tracker aircraft to aid in the search.

Despite heavy drifting snow on the
runways and taxiways, with winds gust-
ing to 60 mph, the aircraft was airborne
within a half-hour. Two hours later the
Glenside was located about 70 miles
northeast of Halifax by the Tracker,
which remained in the area until the
arrival of the destroyer escort Qu’Ap-
pelle and the tug Saint John.

The Saint John’s master, Gordon
Wicks, a seaman not given to overstate-
ment, said it was a difficult job getting
a line aboard the iced-up Glenside.

“I couldn’'t put a man on board. The
ice was too treacherous and the sea was
too rough,” he said. “We sent grappling
lines aboard and were able o get a tem-
porary line which served until we could
tow her into the lee of the land, We
found her off Country Island, about 70
miles northeast of Halifax. There was
a 60 mph gale blowing when we secured
the temporary line after going alongside.
Then we towed her to Petit de Grat
Island and got a man on board. He
chipped away and fixed a proper line.
Then we brought her back to Halifax.”

VOYAGE

There were more heavy seas and gale
force winds to battle with on the way
back and Skipper Wicks admitted that
he and his 22-man crew were glad when
they secured the ice-covered Glenside
in the Dockyard.

The naval tug Glenside is shown at her Hali-
fax berth shortly after being brought home by
the ocean tug Saint John. The Glenside broke
her tow, was lost and then found again after
an air and sea search during a heavy storm
that pounded MNova Scotia just before Christ-
mas. (H5-73787)
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Soo Veterans
Have New Home

The Naval Veterans’ Association at
Sault Ste. Marie, Ont., has acquired a
new clubhouse.

The association has signed a long-
term lease for the premises on Korah
Road formerly known as the Latin
Quarter. Decoration of the hall in naval
and nautical motif is proceeding. The
facilities can accommodate 60 couples,
and has a bar and kitchen.

A membership drive has been
launched and association spokesmen say
that acquisition of new quarters is ex-
pected to spur the drive.

The Soo Naval Veterans’ Association
is active in community affairs. It
recently built and donated a boat house
to the local Sea Cadet corps.

Commodore Taylor
Addresses CNA

The reasons for the reduction in re-
serve and operational strength of the
Navy were outlined by Commodore P.
D. Taylor, Commanding Officer Naval
Divisions, at the January meeting of
directors of the Canadian Naval Asso-
ciation in Hamilton.

The RCN had had to adjust itself to a
reduced budget and had fully co-oper-
ated in the reorganization of its ex-
penditures, Commodore Taylor said.
Perhaps the hardest decision of all to
make was which of the naval divisions
should be closed down.

The Royal Canadian Navy would
continue to be a competent fighting
force and would maintain its commit-
ments in support of Canada’s role in
world affairs, the CNA was assured.

Other guests at the meeting included
Cdr. W. T. Houghton, RCNR(Ret); Lt.-
Cdr. J. G. Walker, RCNR (Ret), vice-
president of the Naval Officers’ Asso-
ciations of Canada for Ontario; and
Cdr. Frank L. Ross, RCNR (Ret), who
has been active in Navy League work
in Ontario for many years. The attend-
ance of Lt.-Cdr. Walker at the meeting

Page sixteen

was as an observer for the NOAC. Since
the objectives of the NOAC and the
CNA are similar, a closer liaison is
being sought for the advantage of all
ex-naval personnel and to provide an
authoritative voice in the interests of
the Navy.

Cdr. Ross suggested that, during Navy
Week, meetings be held by all interested
naval and ex-naval personnel wher-
ever such meetings are possible. He
said the main feature of such meetings
would be an informed and capable
speaker who could review the Navy’s
activities over the previous year and
analyze trends for the future.

The board of directors decided at
their meeting to arrange for the annual
general meeting of the CNA to take
place in the fall, in order to help dis-
tribute the main activities of the asso-
ciation more evenly throughout the
year. This is now awaiting a recom-
mendation from the executive body as
to a suitable date.

The CNA’s annual sports tournament
will be held on April 11 in Toronto.

No More Free
Cigarettes

The U.S. Defence Department plans
to prohibit distribution of free cigar-
ettes in military hospitals and to estab-
lish an Armed Forces educational pro-
gram to point out the hazards of
smoking.

The Deparmetnt of Defence is not
considering prohibition of individual
purchase, possession or use of tobacco
products.

The action is a result of an Armed
Forces study of Smoking and Health,
a report published by the U.S. Public
Health Service. The report linked
smoking to lung cancer and heart dis-
ease.

Surgeons general of the U.S. Armed
Forces and health and medical direct-
ors of the Defence Department are
continuing their study of the report
and further action for the health pro-
tection of military personnel in rela-
tion to smoking may be taken, the an-
nouncement said.—AFPS

Application forms will be in the mail
shortly and member associations are
urged to reply as soon as possible.

Interest in the Canadian Naval Asso-
ciation among organizations of ex-naval
personnel continues to rise. Requests for
information have been received from
Calgary, Regina, Edmonton, Halifax,
London and the Ex-Wrens’ Association
of Vancouver. London, Ont., sent rep-
resentatives to the board meeting to
request consideration of immediate
membership in the association. Follow-
ing a brief debate, the directors agreed
to immediate admittance and granted
voting powers to the London delegate
for the remainder of the meeting. Nego-
tiations are continuing with the other
clubs mentioned and it is expected the
CNA will be expanded considerably in
the next few months.

Plans have been -completed for the
official opening of the new clubhouse of
the Oshawa Naval Veterans’ Association.
A smoker and social will be held Friday,
May 1, starting at 8 p.m. The follow-
ing day, the official opening ceremony
will take place at 2 p.m., and this will
be followed by a reception in the after-
noon and a naval ball in the 